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This invention relates .generally to playground equip-
ment, and has particular reference to a novel climbing
apparatus that can be used for a varicty of activities by
both small and large children.

Briefly stated, the apparatus of the invention com-
prises a novel arrangement of inter-connected ladders
and bars which lend themselves to such activities as
climbing, hanging, travelling, chinning, and so forth.
These ladders and bars, moreover, are consiructed and
arranged in such a manner that paris of the apparatus
are adapted for use by small children while other parts
are adapted for use by larger children. Thus, children
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ranging in age from 6 to 15 can safely use the apparatus -

which can accommodate as many as 12 active children
at one time.

The primary object of the invention, therefore, is to
provide a single piece of playground equipment which
is sufficiently versatile so that it can be enjoyed by chil-
dren of a relatively wide age group for a number of dif-
ferent activities.

Another important object of the invention is to pro-
vide an apparatus of the character described which is
strong and durable and vyet is of relatively simple con-
struction. .

A further imporiant cbject of the invention is to pro-
vide an apparatus of the character described which can
be used indoors as well as out.

A more gpecific object of the invention is to provide
an apparatus of the character described wherein the parts
comprising the apparatus are located at different heights
above the ground so that children of different sizes can
convenientiy and safely use same.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion thereof read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings which illustrate a representative embodiment
of the invention for the purpose of disclosure.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a top pian view of an apparatus embody-
ing the invention; and

Figure 2 is a front side elevaiion of the apparatus.

Having reference now to the drawings, wherein like
reference numbers designate the same part in each of
the views, the apparatus is essentially comprised of a
pair of horizontally disposed, spaced ladders 18 and 11
which are rigidly connecied together by additional com-
ponenis to be presently described. Ladders 10, 11 are
supported in an elevated position at different heights
above the ground or floor by means of vertically dis-
posed end ladders, the ladder 10 being secured at each
end to a vertical ladder 13 and ladder 11 being secured
at each end to a vertical ladder 14. As shown in Fig-
ure 2, the ladders i4 are considerably longer than lad-
ders 13 whereby ladder i1 is located at a greater height
than ladder 10. -

Torizontal ladders 19, 31 are preferably arranged in
substantially parallel relation, and are connected adja-
cent their rear ends by a transverse ladder 16 which ex-
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tends obliguely therebetween. In addition, the horizon-
tal ladders are connected by a plurality of obliquely dis-
posed bars 18 which are arranged in parallel Telation to
one another and to the ladder 16.

Extending outwardly from one of the vertical ladders
13 is a horizontally disposed bar 20 which is secured at
its inner end to-a rail of the ladder and supported at-its
outer end by a vertical bar or pipe 21. Similarly, hori-
zontally disposed bars 23, 24 are secured to the vertical
ladders 14 and are supported at their outer ends by the
vertical bars 25, 26 respectively. . As indicated in Fig-
ure 2, all of the bars 20, 23 and 24 are located at. differ-
ent heights above the ground.

From the preceding description, it will be apparent
that the lower ladder 10 is particularly adapted for use
by small children while the higher ladder 11 is adapted
for use by larger children. The children can climb upon
these ladders, hang from them or travel by hand from
rung to rung. Because the ladder 10 is for smaller chil-
dren, it is narrower than ladder i1 and its rungs 28 are
closer together and smaller in diameter than the rungs
3D of the higher ladder. i

The horizontally disposed bars 28, 23 and 24 can be
used for such activities as chinning, hanging by the knees
and “skinning the cat,” and the bar 20 is low enough
to be within easy reach of a small child while the other
two bars are higher. The obliquely disposed bars 18
can be used as parallel bars for gymnastic exercises and
for various of the other activities previously mentioned.
Similarly, the obliquely disposed ladder 16 can be used

for the aforementioned activities, and the child has the

added enjoyment of going “uphill” or “downhill” as he
climbs. The rungs 31 of the ladder 16 are spaced far-
ther apart than the rungs of the Iadders 10, 11, and the
distance between bars 18 is greater than the spacing be-
tween the rungs 31. This makes hand travel on the
ladder 16 and from bar to bar on the bars 18 progres-
sively more difficult.

The apparatus is preferably a metal construction and
the ladders thereof are usually permanently assembled
units. The ladders and bars may be connected together
by welding or may be threaded or bolted together to
facilitate disassembly and shipment. Bars 29, 23 and
24 and obliquely disposed interconnecting members 1§
and 18 make the apparatus very stable and safe for use,
although the lower ends of the vertical members can be
buried in the ground or set in concrete if desired. The
apparatus can also be used indoors, and for this pur-
pose horizontal plates 32 that can be bolted to.corre-
sponding floor plates are secured to the lower ends of the
vertical ladders and bars as shown.

From the foregoing description, it will be apparent
that the invention provides a very versatile and useful
piece of playground equipment which can serve a rela-
tively large number of children of various sizes at the
same time. As will be apparent to those familiar with
the art, the invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from the spirit or essential
characteristics thereof. "The embodiment disclosed is
therefore to be considered in all respects as illustrative
rather than restrictive, the scope of the invention being
indicated by the appended claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. In a playground apparatus for use by children of
different age groups, the combination of a pair of ele-
vated, horizontally disposed iadders of substantially equal
length, means supporting sajd horizontal ladders in
spaced, substantially side-by-side relation at different
heights above the ground, the supporting means for each
ladder comprising a pair of vertically disposed ladders
cornected at their upper ends to the horizontal ladder,
said vertical ladders serving as a means for a child to



climbr"upﬂ“én‘rsaid'horizontal ladders, each of said hori-

zontal ladders having a plurality of uniformly spaced
rungs, the lower ladder being adapted for use by small
children and having a relatively large number of rungs
and the higher ladder being adapted for use by larger
children and. having fewer rungs than the lower -ladder,
an -obliquely disposed ladder extending tramsversely be-
tween said horizontal ladders, a plurality. of obliquely
disposed bar members also extending transversely . be-
tween said horizontal ladders, and a plurality of hori-
zontally disposed bar members projecting outwardly at
different heights from said vertically disposed supporting
Tadders.

- 2. A compact pIayground unit for use by children of
different age groups in a limited play area comprising -
in combination a pair of elevated horlzontally disposed
ladders, means supporting’ said ladders in spaced, sub-
stantlally side-by-side relation at different heights above
_the ground, the rungs of the lower ladder - being closer
together than the rungs of the highér ladder, means ex-
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. 4. :
tending obliquely between said ladders to. rigidly con-
nect them together, said obliquely extending means in-
cluding a third ladder arranged in transverse relation to
said pair of ladders and dt least three clongated bar
members arranged in substantially parallel spaced rela-
tion to said third ladder, the length of each of said
obliquely extending bar members being. at least twice
the width of said horizontally disposed ladders, and a
plurality of horizontally disposed bar members project-
ing outwardly at différent heights from said horxzontal
ladder supporting ‘means.
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