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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

DAVID HEALD, OF MILFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

IMPRO-VEMENT IN WHAT-NOTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 124,354, dated March 5, 1872,

To all to whom these presents shall come:

Be it known that I, DAvVID HEALD, of Mil-
ford, in the county of Hillsborough and State
of New Hampshire,haveinvented acertain new
and useful Lmproved What-not; and that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing. .

This invention consists of a what-not, hav-
ing its frame and shelves so connected to-
gether by hinges that when desired the frame
and shelves can be folded upon each other,
reducing the what-not to a compact form for
transformation, storage, &c., while the frame
and shelves, when open for use as a what-
not, will be and can be made as firm and
rigid as if permanently secured together in
any of the ordinary modes.

In the accompanying drawing, my improve-
ment in what-nots is illustrated, Figure 1
being a side view of a what-not constructed
according thereto—that is, partially opened
and folded. Fig. 2, a front view of the what-
notin open form and position. Fig. 3, an edge
view of the what-not folded completely. Fig.
4, a horizontal section in plane of line x «,
Fig. 1.

A in the drawing represents a what-not of
the style known as a corner what-not. This
what-not A is constructed, as ordinarily, of
two side-frames, B B? and a series of shelves,
C, more or less in number, as may be desired.
The frames B B? when the what-not is in
form, stand at a right angle to each other, with
the shelves C between the frames B B?in
horizontal positions, one above another, at
suitable distances apart. ' -

Under this invention, in lieu of the frames
B B? and shelves C being rigidly secured to-
gether, as ordinarily, they are connected as
and in the manner following: The two frames
B B? at their edges a are hung together by
hinges D. These hinges are of a suitable
form for the frames B to be opened from and
closed upon each other, and to leave between
the two frames, when closed and in parallel
planes, a space, E, equal to the thickness of
the shelves C. To the inside face I’ of the
frame B of what-not all of the shelves C are
hung by hinges G, as shown, with a suffi-
cient distance between the planes at which
they are hinged to permit them to be folded
down upon said inner face F of frame B
without overlapping each other. The loca-

tion of the hinges G for each shelf is such
that the shelves can be brought to a hori-
zontal position. To support the shelves when
in a horizontal position, at their edges f, the
frame B?, at suitable points, as shown, is pro-
vided with wedge-shaped dovetails or projec-
tions D, and the edge f of shelves -coming
against the frame B? with corresponding-
shaped recesses ¢ to fit over said projections,
the direction of the wedge-projections b be-
ingsuch thatthe more shelvesare pressed down
the tighter they will be fastened and held.
A what-not eonstructed and connected togeth-
er in its several parts as hereinabove de-
seribed, as is obvious, can be folded, the frames
B B? and shelves one upon another, thus en-
abling it to be reduced to a most compact
form, (actual practice having shown it to be
reduced, by folding, to one-twelfth of its full
size when opened,) while, when it is desired
for use, it can be set up and put into proper
shape, firm and rigid, without the use of any
tool or tools, or any fastening device or de-
vices.

The advantage of a construction for a what-
not herein described are self-apparent, and
therefore need no enumeration. In lien of
binging all the shelves to owe frame of the
what-not, they may be part hinged to one and
part to the other; andin lieu of the peculiarly
constructed rest-blocks or projections b b for
supporting the shelves other forms may be
employed, as, for instance, simple shoulders
for the shelves to rest on, spring-fastenings,
bolts, &ec. :

Although this invention has been particu-
larly described with reference to a corner what-
not, it may be applied to other forms of what- .
nots, or shelves of other and various .forms.

- Having thus described my improved what-
not, I shall state my claim as follows: 1
claim— i

A what-not, &e., having its shelves C hung
by hinges to the frames or supports therefor,
and said frames and shelves otherwise con-
structed, arranged, and connected together
substantially as and for the purpose described.

The above specification of my improved
what-not, &c., signed by me this 28th day of

December, 1871, )
DAVID HEALD.
‘Witnesses: .
ALBERT W. BROWN,

J. P. MCELROY.




