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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

This invention provides a hand grip for carrying one
or more crown capped bottles by engagement on the
necks of the bottles and the under sides of the skirt
portions of the crown caps. The hand grip includes mem-
bers for protecting the hand aganst inadvertent contact
with the skirts of the crown caps as to avoid discomfort
and/or injury to the hand.

This invention relates to bottle carrying devices and is
particularly concerned with a hand grip for holding one
or more crown capped bottles by engagement on the
necks of the bottles and the under sides of the skirt por-
tions of the crown caps. .

While the bottle carrier of the invention may be used
to good advantage with one bottle, it is particularly use-
ful when used with two or more bottles as it permits the
user to carry the bottles with one hand. The carrier of the
invention is also particularly adapted to manufacture
from paperboard and can be sold in a collapsed condition
for more ready shipment and storage.

Small bottle carriers which operate by engagement over
the necks of the bottles are known but suffer the disad-
vantage that where they are used on crown capped bot-
tles, they leave exposed the relatively sharp under sides
of the skirt portions of the caps and it is common to have
portions of the hand contact these edges which is, at the
least, uncomfortable and, at the most, dangerous as it
can result in cutting of the hand. Further, due to the nar-
row width of the top of the known bottle carriers of this
type, the space available across the top of the known car-
riers is limited and is considered unsatisfactory for use
as product identification and promotional material.

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide
a crown capped bottle carrier which provides protection
for the hand against the possibility of engagement by the
hand of the sharp under sides of the skirt portions of
the crown caps. :

It is a further object of the invention to provide am
improved bottle carrier of the type aforesaid which pro-
vides better grip on the bottles than bottle carriers known
heretofore.

The above and further objects of the invention will
be more thoroughly understood from the following de-
scription of a preferred embodiment thereof as read in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a paperboard blank for form-
ing a crown capped bottle carrier of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a crown capped bottle
carrier of the invention as set up from the paperboard
blank illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front elevation view of the crown capped
bottle carrier shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 as engaged on the
necks of a pair of side by side bottles; and

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the assembly of
FIG. 3.

The carrier of the invention is preferably formed of
paperboard but it might be manufactured of sheet metal
or plastic. Further, while the preferred illustrated embodi-
ment of the invention illustrates the manner in which the
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carrier can be set up from the flat paperboard blank, it
will be appreciated that it may be molded of plastic sub-
stantially in the form shown in FIG. 2, i.e. without being
collapsible. One of the chief advantages of forming the
carrier of paperboard, apart from the low cost of this
material, is that is may be formed of a pre-glued blank
and shipped and stored in the blank form. Thus, savings
in cost relative to a plastic type which is not collapsible
is achieved in storage and shipping costs as well,

When formed of paperboard, the blank used is illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The blank essentially consists of four
main panels 10 to 16 and a locking strip 18 defined by a
plurality of fold lines. The panels are a top panel 10,
two side panels 12 and 14 and a bottom panel 16. A fur-
ther smaller panel 20 is positioned between the top panel
10 and one of the side panels 12. The panel 20 as well as
a portion of top panel 10 are glue coated,

The bottom panel 16 is provided with two circular
openings 22 and 24, while the two side panels 12 and 14
are each provided with a pair of substantially rectangular
cooperating gripper openings 26 to 32. The two circular
openings are sized to fit over the necks of the particular
bottles to be carried while the rectangular openings 26
to 32 are sized to engage the normal crown caps which
are usually the same size on all sizes of bottles.

In setting up the carrier from the blank shown in FIG.
1, it is folded over on itself along the fold line positioned
slightly to one side of the center line of panel 16, which
then locates the outermost half of the locking strip 18
face to face with the small panel 20. Then the top panel
14 is folded over onto the other face of locking strip 18.
The glued portion of panel 10 and the glued panel 20 thus
engage both sides of the locking strip 18 and the folded
blank is then permanently glued together. At this point
the folded and glued blank is a substantially flat member
which can be readily shipped and stored. To set up the
blank for use, it is only necessary to fold the blank along
the fold lines separating the two side panels from the
panel 20 and the locking strip 18. This action is accom-
panied by folding of the blank also about the fold line
separating the two side panels from the bottom panel 16.

All that is required to efigage a pair of bottles is to
simply press the carrier down over the necks of the
bottles to the position shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. By prop-
erly dimensioning the sizes of the various panels and
the circular openings 22 and 24, a positive locking action
under the side edges of the crown caps is achieved. The
size of the openings 22 and 24 is so selected that they
bind on the neck of the bottle just as the lower edges of
the cooperating gripper openings 26 to 32 are snapping
over the skirt portions of the crown caps. Thus, the side
walls 12 and 14 are bowed out slightly as shown in FIG.
4 which has the effect of maintaining the lower edges of
these openings beneath the under sides of the crown caps.

As can best be seen in FIG. 4, the top panel 10, which
is slightly larger in width compared to the width of the
crown caps, serves to space the hand away from the sides
of the caps. Furthermore, the lateral side edges of the
top panel provide edges against which the hand can be
squeezed to provide better grip on the carrier by the hand.
In addition, the large upper surface of top panel 10 pro-
vides adequate space for advertising and product iden-
tification copy material.

Removal of the carrier from the bottles when it is
desired to use the latter simply involves inserting the fin-
gers in the ends of the carrier and spreading the side walls
out until they snap back from the skirt portions of the
caps, whereupon the carrier is lifted straight up to dis-
engage from the bottles.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A handle device for crown capped bottles com-
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prising a top panel, a bottom panel, a pair of opposed side
panels extending between said top panel and said bot~
tom panel, said top, bottom and side panels being sub-
stantially coextensive, each of said side panels connecting
with said top panel along lines spaced inwardly of the
longitudinal side edges of said top panel, said lines being
so positioned that said top panel side edges overhang said
side panels and the crown caps of received bottles where-
by said top panel side edges serve to prevent contact be-
tween the hand and said crown caps said side panels be-
ing resilient and formed with at lease one pair of co-
operating gripper openings adapted to spring over said
crown caps to locate the lower edges of said cooperating
gripper openings in gripping engagement with the under
sides of the skirt portions of said crown caps in use
said bottom panel being an opening for each pair of
said cooperating gripper openings to permit the necks of
bottles to be admitted between said side panels for engage-
ment of said crown caps by said gripper openings.

2. A handle device as claimed in claim 1 in which
said device includes a locking panel consisting of an ex-
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tension of oné of said side panels which is glued to the
under surface of said top panel and to top surface of a
folded back portion of a small extension of the opposite
side panel.
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