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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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HAND-BAG AND THE LIKE. 
1,172,08. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 22, 1916. 

Application filed May 12, 1915. Serial No. 27,553. 

To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK. R. HoARD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Providence, in the county of Providence and 
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Hand-Bags and 
the like, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in hand bags and the 
like, and pertains more particularly to the 
body construction of bags of the general 
type indicated. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a structure of bag in which great 
strength, longevity and wearing qualities 
are possessed, while at the same time not 
adding to the weight of the bag. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a bag in which a fine mesh wire 
cloth is utilized as the base of the bag body 
structure, enabling the inside of the bag, as 
well as the outside, to be finished in varying 
manners, and with different finishing ma 
terials, such for instance as leather, paper, 
canvas or straw, or other materials. 
In the drawings-Figure 1 is a side eleva 

tion of the bag, partly broken away and in 
section. Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a similar view on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
In proceeding in accordance with the 

present invention, the body of the bag struc 
ture is formed of fine wire mesh fabric 1 
which is shaped to conform to the outline 
which the bag is to possess. The bag body 
may be formed from a single piece of ma 
terial 1, or it may be formed of separate 
pieces connected and shaped to conform to 
the outline which the bag is to have. Se 
cured to the outside of the wire fabric 1 is 
the finishing material 2 which latter may be 
canvas, leather, or leather imitation, paper, 
canvas, straw or any other suitable material 
suitable for the purpose, which material may 
be waterproofed, if desired. Similarly fin 
ishing material 3 may be secured to, the in 
terior of the fabric 1, and may be of any 
desired character, such as canvas, leather, 

silk or other textile fabric, paper, chamois, 
O Straw. 
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One of the important advantages which 

the invention possesses is that of enabling the 
finishing materials, whether inside or outside 
or both, to be sewed to the mesh fabric, by 
reason of the foraminous character of the 
latter, allowing the needle to be easily moved 
through the interstices, as will be obvious. 
This advantage is no less important however, 
than that which also follows in cases where 
glue, Waterproof cement, or other adhesives 
are used to secure the finishing materials in 
lieu of stitching, namely, the interstices, 
allow the glue to pass therethrough and thus 
firmly connect the material to the fabric, and 
in cases where both inside and outside finish ing materials are employed, the glue will act 
to connect both i.e., by extending through 
the interstices of the fabric and contacting 
With both the inside and outside materials. 
A further important advantage of the in: 
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vention is that the mesh fabric, due to its 
resilient nature tends to always open the 
sides of the bag at the mouth thereof so that 
upon release of the usual catch or lock, the 
mouth of the bag is sprung open, so to speak. 
In addition the usual reinforcing pieces P 
and the usual mouth finishing plates M can 
be easily and effectively connected by stitch 
ing or riveting to the fabric and will be se 
curely held against being pulled off, or dis 
engaged, which latter is common to leather 
bags formed of thin material. The wire 
fabric also reinforces the bag body structure, 
and imparts strength and maximum wearing 
property thereto. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patentis- - 
As a new article of manufacture, a bag 

composed of a body formed of fine metal 
wire mesh, inner and outer finishing facings 
engaged with the mesh, and unitary fasten 
ing means to rigidly and permanently secure 
the facings to the Wire mesh so that the wire : 
mesh and both facings form a unitary struc 
ture, said fastening means extending 
through the meshes of the wire so as to 
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rigidly and simultaneously connect the name to this specification in the presence of 
SEE sides of the wire mesh, two subscribing witnesses. said body being so shaped that the mesh also 

acts to cause the SE the mouth thereof FREDERICK R. HOARD. 
5 to spring open and remain open when the Witnesses: - 
mouth is unfastened. ADA E. HAGERTY, 
In testimony whereof I have signed my J. A. MILLER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 

  


