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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ORLEN HOBSON, OF FRESNO, CALIFORNIA. 

APPAREL LACING. 

1,416,203. 
Application filed May 21, 

To all thom, it may concern: w 
Be it known that I, ORLEN. HoBSON, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident of 
Fresno, in the county of Fresno and State 
of California, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Apparel Lac 
ing, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. . . . . . . . . . 
My invention relates to a device designed 

to take the place of the present eyelets, in 
shoes and all other garments where lacing 
is used to fasten the same, and the object 
thereof is to provide a cheap, simple and 
efficient device for that purpose. 

Heretofore in the use of lacing for secur 
ing garments such as shoes and the like 
where eyelets are used, in drawing the lac 
ing tight enough to properly fasten the gar 
ment, owing to the overlapping of the laces 
on the edge of the eyelet, a pressure was ex 
erted downwardly causing the laces to press 
upon the portion of the body covered there 
by which was both inconvenient and uncom 
fortable, and one of the objects of my inven 
tion is to provide a lace fastening in which 
the pull exerted by the laces will be in a di 
rect line with the edge of the garment, thus 
preventing the above mentioned objections 
to the present form of lacing. 
Another object is to provide a device of 

the above character which can be easily and 
quickly positioned for use without the use 
of special tools. 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

hereinafter and while I have shown and will 
describe the preferred form of my inven 
tion, I wish it to be understood that I do not 
limit myself to such preferred form but that 
various changes and adaptations may be 
made therein without departing from the 
E. of my invention, and while I have 
shown my device as applied to shoes, I do 
not limit myself to such particular use but 
claim the right to use the same as a fasten 
ing wherever laces are used at the present 
time. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing a part hereof: 

ig. 1 is a front elevation of a shoe con 
structed according to my invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of 
one form of eyelet. . . . 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of one of my eye 
lets on an enlarged scale in its position of 
use with a fragment of a shoe. 

Figs, 4 and 5 are an end elevation and 
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side elevation respectively of another form of eyelet. 

a shoe with my improved fastener and lac 
ing thereon positioned for use. . eferring to the drawings, 6 represents a 

Fig.6 is a front elevation of fragments of 
60 

shoe of usual construction on the front clo 
Sure edges 7 and 8 of which are mounted my 
eyelets 9. As shown in Figure 2 my eyelets 
comprise a vertically extending tubular por. 
tion 10, the interior opening 1 of which is 
tapered at each end outwardly as a means 
for free access for the lace in threading the 
same, and also acts to prevent the lace being 
damaged by the edges of said opening. Ex 
tending from the outer periphery of eyelet 
9 is an attaching member 12 provided at its 
end with a right angle prong 13 and on each 
edge, intermediate the ends, are also pro 
vided similar prongs 14 and 15. In posi 
tioning this form of eyelet the prongs are 
projected through the material forming the 
shoe, from the inner side so that the inner 
edge of the eyelet will be in alignment with 
the closure edges of the shoe. These prongs 
are then clamped downwardly to lie paral 
lel with the outer surface of the shoe and 
thereby prevented from displacement. 

In the form shown in Figs. 4 and 5 my de 
vice comprises an eyelet 16 similar in all re 
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spects to eyelet 9 and has projecting from 
the side thereof a securing member 17. 
Member 17 comprises a narrow neck 18 ad 
jacent to the eyelet 16 and is then widened 90 
a short distance and is then tapered towards 
its end inwardly in substantially arrow 
head shape. In positioning this form of my 
device for use a strip of leather or like ma 

provided which is doubled or 
folded upon itself and has slits 20 cut at the 
junction or fold of a width substantially the 
same as the width of neck 18. The tapered 
portion of member 17 is forced through the 
slit until the neck 18 is within the slit, the 
enlarged portion of member 17 preventing 
withdrawal of the device. The free ends of 
the folded portions are then positioned on 
each side of the closure portions of the shoe 
and secured in place by stitching or other 
WSe. 

In the use of my device the parts will be 
positioned as shown in Figure 1. The laces 
will be extended therein in the usual manner 
and the shoe is laced in the same manner as 
at present, the advantage in my invention 
being that less strain is placed upon the lace 
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and the pull exerted by the lace is in a direct 
line with the closure edges of the shoe. 
Having described my invention what 

claim is: 
1. An eyelet fastening for garments com 

prising a tubular eyelet adapted to be Se 
cured to the abutting edges of the portions 
to be drawn together; holding means for 
said eyelet comprising a projection extend 
ing from the side of said eyelet and being 
substantially arrowhead shaped in side ele 
vation, and being provided, at its connection 
to said eyelet, with a narrowed neck. 

2. In a fastening for shoes and the like 
the combination of a strip of flexibie mate 
rial adapted to be folded upon itself longi 
tudinally and to have its free ends secured 
upon opposite sides of each of the parts to 
be drawn together and being provided in its 
folded portion with a plurality of narrow 
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slits extending longitudinally thereof; and 
a plurality of tubular eyelets each provided 
with an arrow-head shaped projection ex 
tending from the side thereof, said projec 
tion being provided at its connection to 
said eyelet with a narrowed neck adapted 
to be mounted within said slits, said enlarged 
portion serving to prevent withdrawal 
thereof, there being one of said eyelets for 
each of said slits; and a single lacing within said eyelets, said lacing having its cen 
tral portion extending between the lower 
most eyelets and having its free ends ex 
tending through alternate eyelets on the 
opposed portions to be drawn together. 

In witness that claim the foregoing 
have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of 
May, 1921. 

ORLEN HOBSON. 
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