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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ADOLPH ABRAHAM, of ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 

INTERCHANGEABLE-PICTURE FRAME. 

1,068,621. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented July 29, 1913. 
Application filed August 29, 1911. Serial No. 646,751. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ADOLPH ABRAHAM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Rockford, in the county of Winnebago and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Interchange 
able-Picture Frames, of which the follow ing is a specification. . 

This invention relates to picture frames 
and has for its object the provision of a 
comparatively simple and thoroughly effi 
cient device of this character having a plu 
rality of interchangeable pictures or cards 
mounted thereon so that by changing the 
position of said cards with relation to the 
transparent front of the frame the subject 
matter of the picture being displayed may 
be varied at will. . 
A further object is to provide a picture 

frame having a pocket arranged at the rear 
thereof for the reception of a series of re 
versible display cards, means being provided 
for retaining the cards within said pocket. 
A further object is to provide each dis 

play card or picture with a marginal rein 
forcing strip or border, so as to prevent tear 
ing of the cards and also prevent the orna 
mental or embossed face of one card from 
coming in contact with the embossed face of 
an adjacent card. 
-A still further object of the invention is 

generally to improve this class of devices 
so as to increase their utility, durability and 
efficiency. - - 

Further objects and advantages will ap 
pear in the following description, it being 
understood that various changes in form, 

40 

45 

50 

proportions and minor details of construc 
tion may be resorted to within the scope of 
the appended claims. 
For a full understanding of the invention 

and the merits thereof, reference is to be 
had to the following description and accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a picture 
frame constructed in accordance with the 
present invention; Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tional view of the same; Fig. 3 is a trans 
verse sectional view; Fig. 4 is a detail per 
spective view of a portion of one of the dis 
play cards or pictures removed from the 
frame; Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the 

casing detached; Fig. 6 is a front elevation, 
illustrating a modified form of the inven 
tion; Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view of 
Fig. 6: Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional 
view; Fig. 9 is a horizontal sectional view, 
illustrating a further modification; Fig. 10 
is a detail perspective view of a portion of 
a display card, showing a different form of 
reinforcing edge or binder. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 
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to in the following description and indi 
cated in all the views of the drawings by 
the same reference characters. 
The device comprises a frame 5, prefer 

ably rectangular in shape as shown and 
formed of wood or other suitable material, 
said frame being provided with the usual 
display opening and having its rear face 
rabbeted at 6 to receive a transparent front 
or glass 7. - 
Secured to the rear face of the frame, is a casing or pocket 8, preferably stamped or 

otherwise formed from a single strip of 
metal, three of the edges of which are bent 
laterally to form attaching flanges 9 which 
bear against the rear of the frame and are 
permanently secured thereto by nails or 
similar fastening devices 10. One longitudi 
nal edge of the casing or pocket 8 is spaced 
from the rear face of the frame to form a 
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mouth 11 to permit the introduction and re 
moval of the display pictures or cards, indi 
cated at 12. The cards 12 are preferably re 
versible, that is to say, each side thereof is 
provided with an embossed or otherwise. 
ornamental face, so that by reversing the po 
sition of the cards, the subject matter being 
displayed at the opening in the frame may 
be changed at will. Each card is also pref 
erably provided with a marginal reinforc 
ing edge or border 13 to prevent the em 
bossed face of one card from coming in con 
tact with the embossed face of an adjacent 
card and also to assist in reinforcing the 
cards and preventing injury thereto when 
shifting the position of said cards. The 
border 13 may be formed of heavy card 
board, but is preferably made of a strip of 
yieldable surface to an adjacent card and 
assist in preventing injury to said cards. 
A tab 14 is extended laterally from one 
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canton flannel so as to present a smooth 
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edge of each card and normally projects 
through the mouth 11 of the pocket in con 
-venient position to be grasped by the op 
erator when removing the cards or changing 
the position thereof within the pocket. The 
metal at the mouth 11 of the casing is 
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pressed or stamped inwardly to produce a 
longitudinally disposed rib 15 which bears 
against the rear card in the pocket and 
serves to prevent accidental displacement of 
the cards, the free edge of the metal at the 
rib 15 being bent upwardly to form a curved 
lip 16 whereby a smooth surface will be pre 
sented to the cards or pictures and mutila 
tion thereof during insertion or withdrawal 
is avoided. The metal forming the back of 
the pocket or casing 8 is also provided with 
a series of spaced indentations or projec tions 17 adapted to bear against the rear 
card in the pocket and assist in holding the 
front card in said pocket against the trans 
parent medium 7. The inner face of the 
pocket or casing 8 is preferably covered with 
a strip of yieldable material such as canton 
flannel 18, while a relatively narrow strip 
19 of the same material is secured to the rear 
face of the frame at the mouth 11 to prevent 
injury to the cards when introducing or 
withdrawing said cards from the pocket. 
The canton flannel or other textile material 
used for cushioning will not wear smooth 
and hard but will always exert sufficient 
frictional resistance to prevent accidental 
disturbance and withdrawal of the cards. 

5. It will here be noted that the canton flannel 
18 is extended upwardly and serves to cover 
the rib 15 and also the lip 16 so as not to present any rough or irregular edges for 
contact with the cards. It will also be 
noted that the attaching flanges of the cas 
ing or pocket 8 overlap the glass 7 and 
serve to prevent accidental displacement of 
said glass. Thus it will be seen that by 
grasping the tab 14 on the picture at the 
display opening and reversing said picture, 
or shifting the rear picture in the pocket 
to the front thereof, the nature or character 
of the picture displayed at the opening may 
be varied at will. 
In Figs. 6 to 8 of the drawings, there is 

illustrated a modified form of the inven 
tion, in which the molding forming the rear 
of the picture frame is extended laterally 
beyond the glass 7 and connected by a strip 
of cardboard or other suitable material 20 
to form a picture receiving pocket 8", said 
pocket opening through one end of the 
frame and having its rear end closed. In 
this form of the device, the transparent plate 

is slidably mountd in grooves 20 formed 
in the side walls of the pocket and is held 
within said grooves by a retaining strip 22, 
preferably covered with flannel 22, the con 
struction and operation of the device being 
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otherwise similar to that shown in Fig. 1 of 
the drawings. 
A further modification is illustrated in 
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Fig. 9 of the drawings, in which the pocket 
is formed by attaching an extra strip of 
molding 23 to the rear face of the frame 
and connecting said extra molding strip by 
a plate or closure 24. This form of the 
device is particularly adapted for use in 
connection with flat wide frames and is so 
constructed that the glass may be tilted 
rearwardly or entirely removed from the 
frame to facilitate cleaning thereof. 
The display cards or pictures used in 
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connection with the frame shown in Fig. 9 
or the dying are preferably devoid of re 
inforcing borders, but if desired, said cards 
may be provided with either a yieldable or 
rigid border without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is: 

1. A picture frame having a display open 
ing, a pocket arranged at the rear of the 
frame and extending across said display 
opening, said pocket having a lining of 
textile cushioning material, and a plurality 
of display cards housed within the pocket 

80 

85 

90 

and each having a border of textile cush 
ioning material, said cards being movable 
successively to display position at the open 
ing in the frame. 

2. A picture frame having its rear face 
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rabbeted, a transparent plate seated in the 
rabbeted edge of the picture frame, a cas 
ing secured to the rear face of the frame and 
spaced from the plate to form an interme 
diate pocket, one side of the casing being 
open and the material at said open side be 
ing pressed inwardly to form a longitudinal 
rib and thence laterally to form a curved 
lip, a strip of yieldable material covering 
the inner face of the casing and extending 
over the rib and lip, and a narrow strip of 
yieldable material secured to the rear face 
of the frame opposite said lip, said strip 
and said rib co-acting to prevent withdrawal 
of cards placed in the pocket. 
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3. A picture frame having a display open 
ing and its rear face rabbeted, a transparent 
plate seated in the rabbeted edge of the 
frame and extending across said display 
opening, a casing having attaching flanges 
overlapping the tiansparent plate and se 
cured to the rear face of the frame, said 
casing being spaced from the plate to form 
an intermediate pocket, one side of said 
casing being open to form a mouth and hav 
ing the material depressed at said mouth to 
form a longitudinal rib terminating in a 
laterally extending lip, there being ife 
sions formed in the back of the casing and 
projecting within the pocket, a plurality 
of cards arranged within the pocket and 
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each provided with a marginal border, In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 
yieldable material covering the walls of the in presence of two witnesses. 
pocket and extending over the rib and lip, ADOLPHABRAHAM. L. s. 
respectively, and a strip of yieldable ma . . Witnesses: 

5 terial secured to the rear of the frame and H. D. ToMLINSEN, 
spaced from the rib. H. B. ANDREws. 


