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1 Claim.

This invention relates to insulators, and more
particularly to insulators for supporting an elec-
tric fence conductor in position.

A main object of the invention is to provide
& novel and improved insulator of very simple
and inexpensive construction, which is very easy
to install and which may be readily removed
and re-used at different locations.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved insulator for supporting a live elec-
tric fence conductor, said insulator being very
easy to manufacture and use, and being formed
and arranged so that it is unnecessary to thread
the end of the conductor through the insulator
during the process of installation.

Further objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear from the following description
and claim, and from the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

Figure 1 is g side elevational view of an insu-
lator device according to this invention,

Figure 2 is a top view of the head portion of
the insulator device shown in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a horizontal Cross-sectional view
taken on line 3—3 of Figure 1,

Figure 4 is a plan view of the insulator support-
ing member employed in the insulator device of
Figure 1, said supporting member being shown
prior to being bent to operative position.

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of the sup-
borting member of Figure 4 shown bent to opera-
tive insulator supporting position.

Referring to the drawings, {| designates an
insulator device for supporting the live con-
ductor of an electric fence in spaced relation to
a fence post or the like, said insulator device com-
brising a porcelain insulator 12 of generally
annular shape and formed with an inclined slot
13 in its upper portion slightly greater in width
than the diameter of the conductor, through
which the conductor is passed, said insulator {2
being supported by a metal spike member [4
formed with two pairs of gripping arms 15 {5
and 16, 16 embracing the outer periphery of

insulator 12, and further formed with a sharpened -

shank portion {7 adapted to be driven intg a
fence post or similar penetrable support. The
periphery of insulator 12 ig formed with g pair
of grooves 18, {8 adapted to receive the gripping
fingers 15, 15 and 18, i6.

As shown in Pigure 4, spike member 14 is
formed initially from a strip of metal and is slit
at 19, 19 and 29, 20 to define the bendable fingers
I3, 15 and 16, 16 and 3 driving head portion 29.
Insulator member i2 is then positioned on spike
member (4 and the fingers are bent up into the
peripheral grooves 18, 18 of member (2. The
inclined slot 13 is left free for the reception of the
electrical conductor after the spike member 14
has been driven into its supporting post.
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The inner portion of insulator 12 is formed at
slot 13 with a pair of depending ribs 21, 21, the
ribs being inclined in accordance with the inclina-
tion of slot 13. Since the electrical conductor,
when drawn to g substantially taut condition after
insertion in the insulator, will be at an angle to
the plane of slot 13, ribs 21, 21 will Opprose up-
ward movement of the conductor through slot {3
and will thus maintain the conductor in position
within the insulator.

While a specific embodiment of an insulator
device for supporting an electric fence conductor
has been disclosed in the foregoing description,
it will be understood that various modifications
within the spirit of the invention may occur io
those skilled in the art, Therefore, it is intended
that no limitations be blaced on the invention
other than as defined by the scope of the appended
claim,

What is claimed is:

An insulator for eleetric fences, comprising a
cylindrical insulator member having a central

xlal opening and a radia] slot extending from
the cuter periphery of said insulator member inta
said axial opening, the slot, being arranged at an
angle to the axis of the opening, the sides of the
slot extending into said opening to form ribs
which are parallel to said slot, the insulator mem-
ber also being provided with a pair of spaced cir-
cumferentially extending parallel grooves formed
in its outer periphery, the grooves having their
opposite ends arranged upon oDPposite sides of and
near the slot, g mounting spike secured to the
insulator member and disposed opposite to the

5 slot and projecting laterally beyond the opposite

sides of the insulator member, and spaced opposed
pairs of parallel arcuate fingers secured to the
spike and arranged in the grooves and engaging
the ends of the grooves, the arcuate fingers seiv-
ing to secure the spike to the insulator member
and to positively hold the insulator member
against turning.
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