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To all chon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN L. SOMMERVILLE, 

of Maysville, in the county of Mason and State 
of Kentucky, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Spring Saddle-Seat, of which 
the following is a specification: 
The invention will first be fully described 

and then pointed out in the claim. 
Figure 1 is a section of a saddle-tree having 

my improvement applied, the section being on 
the line an a of Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a plan view of 
the under side, showing the springs and parts 
connected there with. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A represents the saddle-tree. B is the front 

portion or pommel. C is the back portion 
or seat. The saddle-tree is made in the or 
dinary manner, and forms no part of my in 
vention. It is the addition which I make to 
the tree that constitutes my invention. Be 
tween the sides of the tree, and beneath the 
forward part or pommel, I place one or more 
spiral springs, D, inclined in short tubes or 
cases D'. In this example of my invention I 
employ three springs and cases, but do not 
confine myself to any particular number, nor 
do I confine myself to this or any other par 
ticular kind or form of casing. E is a joint in 
the leather covering of the tree which sepa 
rates the seat from the pommel or forward 

portion of the saddle. This joint is laced up 
with elastic cord F. The spring-cases D are 
attached to the forward portion B. G are 
strong leather supports attached to the rear 
portion of the saddle-tree, which extend for 
ward to near the joint, the forward ends of 
which are attached together and to the leather 
covering of the seat. H are wire rods con 
nected with the spiral springs at one end and 
with the leather covering of the seat at the 
other end, so that when the seat is depressed 
by the weight of the person the pressure will 
act upon the springs and render the seat elas 
tic. The elastic cord F allows the joint E to 
spread from this pressure, which serves to in 
crease the elasticity. The wires Hare riveted 
to the top leather, as seen at I, Fig. 1. 
With this arrangement the saddle is ren 

dered elastic, and easy, and far preferable to 
saddles of ordinary construction. 
. Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination, in a saddle-tree, B C, and 

with springs D having rods H, of the elastic 
cord lacing F and leather supports G, as and 
for the purpose specified. 

JOHN L. SOMMERVILLE, 
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