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Thls mventmn relates to 1mprovements in
cigarette and match dlspensers

‘More particularly it is-an object, of: the m-,'

vention to provide a dispenser of this char-

g acter with a simplified form of operating

mechanism which will efficiently operate and
yet entail a mlmmum of effort- in construc—
tion.

A fﬁrther ob]ect ‘of the 1nvent10n is to,

prov1de a dispenser which may be manu-
factured very cheaply and placed on’ the
market at a low figure.

With these and other ob]ects in view the

~invention consists essentially of a dispens-
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ing cabinet or the like provided with com-
partments to retain mgarettes and matches
together with an ejecting member in connec-
tion with each compartment and a s1mp11ﬁed
type of operating means 1nclud1ng three
essential parts, comprising a main operatmg
lever, an actuating member for the operating
lever and spring retammg Ieans, as’.more
fully referred to in the present specification

and illustrated in the ‘Lccompanymg draw-‘

ings which form part of the same.

Tn the drawings: :

 Figure 1lisa perspectlve V1eW of the dlS—
penser. =

Figure 2 is a loncrltudmal sectlonal eleva—
tion.of the dlspenser :

Figure 3 is'a section on the hne 3—3 of
Flgure 2.

Figure 4isa perspectwe VleW of the im-

_ proved operatlng unit; and
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TFigure 5 is an enlarged det‘ul of an altel-

‘native. arrangement. of the parts of the op-

erating unit. -
Referung more partlcularly to- the draw-
ings, - A indicates. the dlspensmo' container

which is formed into two main compartments_

10 and 11 separated by the partition 12.- ‘The
- upper surface of the dispenser is slotted as
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at 18 and 14 correspondmg with the com-
partments 10 and 11 to permit of the e]ectlon

‘of cigarettes and ‘matches.

The base of each of the compartments 10

‘and 11 is formed by means of opposed sloped
‘blocks 15 ‘and 16 or the like which provide
~an inclined interior surface for the base of
'these compartments slopmg from each s1de

towards the centre Atthe centre of the com- -
partments openings 17 and 17* are provided -
which reglster with the slots 13 and 14 in

the top of each compartment. 'Through the -

openings 17 ‘and '17* and likewise through
the slots 13 and 14 the cigarette and match
receiving: and ejecting members 118 and 19

are adapted to project.

. The .member. 18 is formed of such size as
to readily accommodate a clgarette, while on

the other hand the receiving member 19 is
formed of such size. as to readily accom-

modate a single match and the upper surface
of these members is concaved to. retain the
cigarette and match deposited thereon. -

A connecting member 20 is rigidly secured
to-the base of the ejecting member 19 and
projects across the base of the compartments
to.enter in-a slot 21 formed in-the lower ex-
tremity of the receiving member 19 so ‘that
on extension of the receiving meémber 18 the
receiving member 19 . will be correspondlnoly
actuated..

"In the: suie yof the contamer reglstermg
'Wlth the slots 17 and 13 and 17* and 14 are

grooves 99 and 23 which are adapted to. re:

ceive a pro]ectmg tongue formed on-each .

side:-of the ejecting members 18 and 19 and
thereby provide complete guideways  for
these members so that they will. always oper-
ate in one. path :

Comlng now to a Very sallent feature of
my invention which concerns the operating

mechanism, it will be noted that on the base

of the conmecting member 20 I secure a

projecting lug 25, the lug being preferably

curved 'so as'to permlt of- unhmdered move-

ment of the operatmfr lever. e
“Theoperating mechanism’is" preferably

one wall:of:the : dispensing -cabinet:’. The

bracket may be. readily stamped from metal

and-in-the lower portion thereof lugs 27 are

of the bracket is inwardly rolled as at 28 to

form a channel or sleeve for retalmng the
‘actuating lever..
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bracket 24 which is provided with a slotted
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’m the form of-a unit including:the bracket -
or-plate 26 which is adapted to be securedto-

95
upwardly-turned -while at the side a:portion

At the top of the bracket a lug 1s down- 100

.
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wardly turned to provide an anchoring point
for a spring. The actuating member com-
prises a vertically extending rod 29 formed
with a cap 30 in the form of a button which
protrudes through the top of the cabinet.
The lower portion of the operating member is
bent ocuitwardly at 81 substantially at right
angles to the main part of the actuating
member and is then bent laterally at right
angles to the portion 81 as at 32 to provide
an impelling member for the main operating
lever. R
This impelling portion 32 is adapted to di-
rectly bear on the lugs 27 which then form a
guide for this portion of the actuating mem-
ber, and provide for even movement thereof,
thus avolding ahy tendency to bind or jam.
The main operating lever indicated at 33 is
pivotally connected as at 34 to the'side of one
of the lugs 27. Adjacent the pivotal point
it is provided with an inclined slot 35
through which the impelling portion 32 of
the actuating member -extends, so that on
downward movement of the actuating mem-
ber the impelling ‘portion thereof 32 will
bear against the inclined slot, thereby de-
pressing -‘the operating lever downwardly.
The free end of the operating lever 83 is
curved and pointed as at 36 and in normal
position is designed to substantially contact
with the -bracket 20, the point 36 belng just
above the base of the slot in the lug 25 so
that on downward movement of the oper-
ating lever the point 36 thereof will pro-
trude through the slot in the lug 25 and in its
downward movement correspondingly actu-
ate this lug and attached parts.
To complete the operating mechanism the
spring 87 or the like is connected to the Im-
pelling portion 32 of the adtuating memnber
and to the lug formed on“the bracket 28 so
thut the operating lever and actuating mem-
bar will always return to hormal position
after depression. , o
In operation the compartments 10 and 11
are filled respectively with -cigaréttes and

matches on ‘each side of the receiving and
ejecting members 18 and 19, normally divid-

ing ‘the compartmerts and protruding

‘through the respective slots formed in the

walls thereof..

To simultaneously obtain a ‘cigarette ‘and
match, it is only necessary to depress the cap
30 of ‘the actuating member 29 so that on

downward movement the impelling portions .

32 of said actuating member bears -against
one side of the inclined :slot 35, thereby de-
pressing the main-operating lever 33. The
point 36 of ‘the operating lever thereby

-enters into the glot in the lug 25, contacts

with the lower side thereof and correspond-

ingly moves this lug so ‘that ‘the attached

parts, including the connecting member 20
and the members 18 and 19 move downward-
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ly, the latter moving in the guideways or
grooves 23.

The ends of the members 18 and 19 mov-
ing below the surface of the cigarettes and
matches, automatically receive a cigarette
and match on the concave receiving portion
thereof, in view of the fact that the base of
the compartments 10 and 11 are sloped. On
releasing pressure applied to the cap 30 of

‘the actuating member 29 through the medi-

um of the spring 37 the main operating lever
resumes its original position and the curved
portion of the main operating lever acting
like a .cam contacts with the base of the
bracket 24 automatically impelling the con-
necting member and attached members 18
and 19 to normal positioti, thereby deliver-
ing ncigarette and a match to the top of the
cabinet through the slots 13 and 14 formed
therein.

To provide for a more even movement of

the impelling portion of the actuator rela-
tive to its bracket, instead of providing lugs,
ag shown in Figure 4, the lug farthest from
the -operating lever may be formed slightly
Ionger than its corresponding lug and pro-
vided with a slot 88 to be traversed by the
free ends of the impelling portion 32 of the
actuator. - '
" Rollers-39 and 40 may also be provided for
the impelling member 32 to engage the sides
of ‘the slot 38 and the slot 35 respectively.
This will provide a more efficient guide for
the impelling portion of the actuator and
will ‘permit of 'more even movement.

It will be understood, of course, that the
operating unit as disclosed would be quite
applicable ‘to other forms of dispensers such
ag for instance toothpicks and the like.

From the foregoing it will be seen ‘that I
have particularly devised a very simple-type
of ‘operating mechanism for a dispensing
cabinet of thie character referred to which
ihay ‘be positioned in the cabinet in a unit
and thereby facilitates the manufacture of
a°device of this character.

Various modifications may be madein this
invention without departing from the spirit
thereof or the scope of the claims, and there-
fore the exact forms shown are to be taken
as illustrative -only and not in a limiting
sense, and it is desired that only such limita-
‘tions shall be placed thereon as are disclosed
in the prior art or are set forth in the ac-
companying claims.

What I claim as my ‘invention is:—

1. Ina cigarette and match dispenser in-
cluding a cabinet having cigarette and match
‘compartments formed with opposed sloping
bases traversed by simultaneously movable
cigarette and match ejecting members, an
operating unit comprising & metal bracket
formed with upturned lugs, and a sleeve, an
‘actuating ‘member slidably carried by the
sleeve adapted to protrude through the top
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~of the cabinet, a main operating lever piv-
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otally carried on one of said lugs, said oper-
ating lever being formed with a curved -
tapered end and with an inclined slot posi-
tioned adjacent the pivotal mounting of the
lever, a laterally bent impelling portion
formed on the actuator adapted to protrude.
throtugh the slot in said lever and contact
with said lugs, spring tension means between -

“said plate and the lever, and a bracket in

connection with the cigarette and -match
ejecting members engageable by said curved

end of the lever during operation.
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2. In a cigarette and match dispenser pro-
vided with means for receiving and-ejecting
contained cigarettes and matches, an oper-
ating unit comprising a plate adapted to be
secured within ‘the dispenser and ‘formed
with upturned lugs and a sleeve, an actuator
slidably .carried within the sleeve, a main

operating lever pivotally mounted- on one of =

said lugs formed with a curved and tapered
end and with an inclined slot adjacent the
pivotal mounting. thereof, a forwardly and
laterally bent impelling member formed on
one end of sald actuator adapted to traverse
the slot in the operatinig lever, means incon-
nection with the lugs for guiding the im-
pelling member, a coil spring between the
plate and the impelling member, a cap for
the free end of the actuator adapted to pro- -
trude through the top of the dispenser, and
a bracket in connection with the ejecting
means of the dispenser engageable by the -
tapered end of the operating lever' during
operation. ‘ BRI

3. In a cabinet for dispensing articles; an

- operating unit comprising a plate adapted -
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to be secured within the cabinet, stamped

~from sheet metal and formed with upturned

lugs and a sleeve, an actuator slidably car-
ried within the sleeve provided at one end
with a depressible cap protruding through
the cabinet and at the other end with a bent
impelling member, a main operating lever
pivotally mounted on one of said lugs and
formed atits free end with a rounded tapered -
edge, and with an inclined slot adjacent the
pivotal mounting thereof adapted to be trav-
ersed by said impelling member, means in
connection with the lugs for guiding the im-
pelling member, and a coil spring posi-
tioned between the plate and the impelling
member. : :
In witness whereof I have hereunto set

my hand. - S e
y GENNARO NENNA.




