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Supplementation of Box No. IITI:

The technical feature common to the inventions of claims 1-9 is "a
grating for narrowing the band of laser light that is outputted from
a laser device at a wavelength in the vacuum ultraviolet region, said
grating comprising a grating substrate, a first aluminum metal film that
is formed on the grating substrate and has a groove form on the surface,
and a first protective film arranged on the first aluminum metal f£ilm".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
inthedocument 1 (JP2004-514794A (SaimaInc.), 20May2004 (20.05.2004),
paragraphs [0012] to [0015], [0019], [0030]; fig. 3, 8 to 9).

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature among the inventions of claims 1-9.

Accordingly, claims are classified into “two” inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-5 and 7

A grating wherein a first protective film is formed by an ALD method
and a method for producing the grating.

(Invention 2) claims 6 and 8-9

A grating wherein a second aluminum metal film and a second protective
film are formed on a first protective film and a method for regenerating
the grating.

A method for regenerating the grating wherein a second aluminum metal
film and a second protective film are formed on a first aluminum metal
film.

The invention of claims 6, 8 and 9 does not comprise all the
invention-specifying features of claim 1 and thus does not fall under
the same category as claim 1. The invention of claims 6, 8 and 9 relates
to "a regeneration method" that has little technical relevance to "an
ALD method".

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention 1, claims 6 and 8-9 are not
relevant to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry
out a search without an additional prior-art search and judgment, and
there is no other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient
to carry out a search on claims 6 and 8-9 together with claims 1-5 and
7, and consequently, it is impossible to classify claims 6 and 8-9 into
Invention 1.
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