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‘This invention: relates to construction for
bracelets and more particularly bracelets of

- extensible type.

'One of the objects of the invention is to
provide a construction of the above nature
which is thoroughly practical and efficient.
Another object is fo provide an extensible
link bracelet made up of units which are
capable of being' removed from or added to
the bracelet with the greatest convenience.
Another object is to provide a construction

- of the above nature which is neat and at-
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tractive in appearance. Another object is
to provide a bracelet of the above nature
which is strong and durable and wherein the
parts slide smoothly in extending or con-
tracting. Another object is to provide a
bracelet structure of the above nature which
is conveniently manufactured and assembled.
Other objects will be in part obvious or in
part pointed out hereinafter.

The invention accordingly consists in the
features of construction, combinations of
elements, and arrangements of parts as will
be exemplified in the structure to be herein-
after described and the scope of the applica-
tion of which will be indicated in the fol-
lowing claims.

In the accompanying drawing in which is
shown one of the various possitble embodi-
ments of this invention.

Figure 1 isa side elevation of a portion of
the bracelet, shown in enlarged detail ;

‘Figure 2 1s a top view with parts removed
to show the inner structure;

Figure 8:is a side view of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a bottom view of two units of
the bracelet-joined together, one of the units
being sectioned ;

Figure 5 is a bottom view of an end at-
taching member detached from the bracelet

Figure 6 is a section on the line 6—6 of
Figure 4, and

Figure 7 is a bottom view of two units of
the bracelet in extended relation, one of the
units being sectioned.

Similar reference characters refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the several views of the
drawing.

Referring now to the drawing in detail,
there is shown in Figure 1 a portion of a
bracelet the body of which is made up of a
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plurality of individual units, these units be-
ing hinged together as will *be - described.
‘When the bracelet is in its contracted posi-
tion as is shown in Figure 1, substantially
all that is visible of .the structure of the
bracelet are the outer box-like members 10.
These parts 10 are- preferably formed of
sheet metal and ‘are provided with top -and
bottom walls 10* and 10° and with side walls
10¢ and 104,

In Figures 2 and 8, portions of the brace-
let structure are shown with these outer box-
like members 10 removed. Within each of
the cuter members 10 are two links 11 and
12. The link 11 has two longitudinally ex-
tending side walls 11* and 11> and at one end
an end wall 11 which connects the two: side
walls. At its other end the link 11 is pro-
vided also with an end wall but, preferably,
this end wall does not extend all of the way
between the side walls 11> and 11®, This
latter end wall takes the form of parts 11¢
and 11° projecting inwardly toward each
other from the side walls 112 'and 11° respec-
tively. This link 11 is secured within the
outer box-like member 10 and is fixed in re-
ation thereto, Projecting.outwardly from
the side walls 11* and 11° are.projections 13
and 14 respectively which coact with depres-
sions 15 and 16 respectively - formed in the
side walls 10° and 10¢ of the box-like member
10. The open end of the link 11 permits the
side walls 11= and 11° thereof to be sprung
inwardly toward each other for insertion of

‘the link 11 into the member 10, and there-

upon the parts 13 and 14 snap into the de-
pressions 15 and 16. In this manner the
parts 10 and 11 are assembled with the
greatest convenience.

The link 12 cooperates with the link 11,
and is slidable longitudinally relative to the
link 11. This link 12, as best shown in Fig-
ure 3, is preferably formed of resilient sheet
material and comprises a top wall 122, a bot-
tom wall 12> and connecting end walls 19°
and 12,

Within the two links 11 and 12 is posi-
tioned a spiral compression spring 17 which
acts between the end wall 11° of the link 11
and the end wall 127 of the link 12. This
spring thus urges the two links 11 and 12 to-
gether and thereby urges the link 12 into. the
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outer box-like member 10. The link 12, it
will be seen, may be slid out of the box 10
(as is shown in Figure 7), compressing the
spring 17.

1t will be seen that the parts which have
been described above, taken together, con-
stitute a complete and independent chain
unit. The bracelet is made up of these units,
each comprising an outer box-like member 10
containing the two links 11 and 12 and
spring 17. One unit is connected to the next
by the parts 11 and 11° being received with-
in and engaging the end wall 12° of the slid-
able link 12 of the next adjoining unit. In
order that the units may be capable of re-
moval and insertion to vary the length of
the bracelet, the connection between the links
11 and 12 of adjoining units is made detach-
able. As best shown in Figures 4 and T,
the bottom wall 120 of the slidable link 12 is
split adjacent to the end wall 12¢ thereof.
The wall 12" is cut inwardly from cither side
thereof a distance substantially equal to the
length of the projecting parts 11¢ and 11°,
then the cut is extended longitudinally of
the link toward the end wall 12¢ and then
across the middle portion of the wall 12 In
this manner there arve in effect formed in
the bottom wall 128, at the end thereof ad-
jacent the end wall 120, two hooks 12¢ and
19¢ which are adapted to veceive the pro-
jections 11% and 11° of the link 11 of the
adjoining unit.

in Tigure 4 the bottom wall of the link
19 of the right-hand unit is clearly shown.
Tn order to connect an additional unit, it is
necessary simply to place the projecting
parts 119 and 11° of the additional unit
upon the bottom wall 192 to the left of the
hooks 199 and 19¢ and, springing the part
19> inwardly, snap the parts 11¢ and 11° into
place beneath the hook portions 12¢ and 12°.
Before this can be done, however, it is neces-
sary to draw the link 12 a short distance out
of the casing 10, compressing the spring 17.
In Figure 7 two of the units are shown in
extended position. In order to attach or re-
move a unit of the bracelet, the parts are
oxtended as shown in Figure 7 and held 1n
such position by any suitable means, where-
upon the part 12° may be depressed toward
the yoll 192° to permit the projections 114
and 11¢ to be slipped into or out of place.

VWhen this bracelet is employed as a watch
bracelet, it is sometimes desirable that the
units be so arranged that corresponding
ends thereof extend away from the central
portion of the bracelet in both directions,
that is, so that the end hooks 12¢ and 12¢
of the slidable links are directed toward the
watch on either side of the middle portion
of the bracelet. In such case the two mid-
dle units of the bracelet are positioned to-
gether so that the projections 11¢ and 11°
fhereof face each other and the links are
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hinged together by these projections. In
Figures 1, 2 and 3 of the drawing the two
anits at the extreme left represent the two
middle links of the bracelet and they are
connected together by a simnple barrel link
18 joining together the projecting parts 11
and 11¢ of the two units. When the two
middle units are thus connected together,
it will be seen that the hook portions 12¢
and 19¢ thereof are both available, directed
in opposite directions from the center of the
bracelet, to detachably engage with the ad-
joining units and build the bracelet up in
both divections.

At the right-hand end of the bracelet
structure shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 is
chown an attaching device for securing the
end of the bracelet to a wrist watch or the
Like. A bottom plan view of this attaching
device ov end unit, detached from the ve-
mainder of the bracelet, is shown in Figure
5 This construction comprises an outer
casing-like member 19 having at its left-hand
end parts forming side walls and a bottom
wall, the other end thereof being shaped to
form a hook 20. Within this member 19 is
a spring member 21 which coacts with the
lip of the hook 20. This spring member
has a part 21* resting against the inner
surface of the top wall of the part 19
and a part 21 which forms in effect
an end wall. The spring member 21 is
held in place by the part 21° thereof wedging
against the converging side walls of the part
19 and by lugs or fingers 19* bent upward-
ly from the forward edge of the bottom wall
of the part 19. The spring member 21 may
be sprung upwardly away from the lip of
the hoolc 20 to permit insertion of the bar
of a wrist watch or the like.

The outer member 19 contains also a link
11 which is substantially identical with the
links 11 hereinbefore described. This link
11 is provided with the projecting lugs 13
and 14 which rest in outward depressions
19% and 19° formed in the side walls of the
member 19. The end attaching device is
detachably connected to the body of the
bracelet by the projecting parts 11¢ and 11°
of the link 11 thereof hooking into the stid-
able link 12 of the adjacent bracelet unit.
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From the foregoing, it will be seen that

there is herein provided a bracelet construc-
tion which is essentially practical and
achieves many distinct advantages. The
separate units of the bracelet are capable of
being removed and inserted at will to vary
the length of the bracelet and at the same
time the structure as a whole has a solid
and pleasing appearance. The parts are ca-
pable of convenient manufacture and are
easily assembled.

As many possible embodiments may be
made of the above invention, and as many
changes might be made in the embodiment
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above set forth, it is to be understood that all
matter hereinbefore set forth or shown in the
accompanying drawing, is to be interpreted
as lustrative and not in a limiting sense.

We claim as our invention :

1. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
detachably hinged together, each of said
units comprising a pair of links slidable
relative to one another, one of said links hav-
ing side walls and end walls and the other
of said links having top and bottom walls
and end walls, a spring urging said pair of
links together, and an outer casing having

top, bottom and side wallg substantially en-

closing said first link and secured thereto,
said second link being slidable outwardly
from said casing against the action of said
spring.

2. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in -combination a plurality of units
detachably hinged together, cach of said
units comprising a pair of links slidable rela-
tive to one another, a spring urging said
pair of links together, and an outer casing
having top, bottom and side walls substan.
tially enclosing one of said links, said one
link having parts springing into interloclk-
ing relation with said casing,

3. In'bracelet construction, s bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
connected together, each of which units com-
prises an outer box-like casing, a link se-
cured within said casing, a sccond link co-
operating with said first link and slidable
relative thereto into and out of said casing,
and a spring acting between said two linls
and urging said slidable link into said cas.
ing, said first link having means for connec-
tion with the slidable link of an adjoining
unit.

4. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
connected together, each of which units com.-
prises an outer box-like casing, a link se-
cured within said casing, a second link co-
operating with said first link and slidable
relative thereto into and out of said casing,
and a spring acting between said two linke
and urging said slidable link into said cas-
ing, said first link being at one end thereof
detachably connected to the slidable link of
an adjoining unit. '

5. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
connected together, each of which units com-
prises an outer box-like casing, a link sge-
curéd within said casing, a second link co.
operating with said first link and slidable
relative thereto into and out of said casing,
and a spring acting between said two links
and urging said slidable link into said cas-
ing, said first link comprising longitudinally
extending side portions and transversely ex-
tending end portions, said transverse por-

tions at one end thereof detachably engaging
with the slidable link of an adjoining unit.

6. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
connected together, each of which units com-
prises an outer box-like casing, a link se-
cured within said casing, a second link ¢o-
operating with said first link and slidable
relative thereto into and out of said casing,
and a spring acting between said two links
and urging said slidable link into said CAS-
ing, said first link comprising longitudinal
side walls and end walls, and said slidable
link comprising longitudinal top and bot-
tom walls and end walls, one of the end walls
of said first link being received within the
slidable link of an adjoining unit to connect
said units together, and one of the longitu-
dinal walls of said slidable link being split
to permit insertion or removal of said end
wall.

7. In bracelet construction, a bracelet com-
prising in combination a plurality of units
connected together, each of which units com.
prises an outer box-like casing, a link se-
cured within said casing, a second link coop-
evating with said first link and slidable rels-
tive thereto into and out of said casing, and
2 spring acting between said two links and
urging said slidable link into said casing,
one of said links comprising longitudinal
side walls and end walls, and the other of
sald links comprising longitudinal top and
bottom walls and end walls, an end wall of
said first link engaging with an end wall of
the slidable link of an adjoining unit to con-
nect said units tegether, and g longitudinal
wall of one.of said links being split to permit
making and breaking of said engagement.

8. dn bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising a
link having longitudinal side walls, an end
wall at one end connecting said side walls,
and parts projecting from said side walls to-
ward each other adjacent the other end
thereof, a second link slidable longitudinal-
ly relative to said first link and having
longitudinal top and bottom walls and, at
each end end walls
bottom walls, and a spring within said links
urging them together, the bottom wall of
said second link being split adjacent one
end thereof to provide two hooks within
which are removably received said project-
ing parts of said first link of an adjoining
unit.

9. In bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising

.a link having longitudinal side walls, an end

wall at one end connecting said side walls,
and parts projecting from said side walls
toward each other adjacent the other end
thereof, a second link slidable longitudinal-
ly relative to said first link and having
longitudinal top and bottom walls and at

a

connecting said top and
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each end end walls connecting said top and
bottom walls, and & spring within said links
urging them together, the bottom wall of
sid second link being cut from its side
edges inwardly to permit ingertion thereinto
of -said projecting parts of said first link
of an adjoining unit.

10. Tn bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising
a link having longitudinal side walls, an
end wall at one end connecting said side
walls, and parts projecting from said side
walls toward each other adjacent the other
end thereof, a second link slidable longi-
tudinally relative to said first link and hav-
ing longitudinal top and bottom walls and
at_each end end walls connecting said top
and botiom walls, and a spring within said
links urging them together, said second link
being of springy material and the bottom
wall thereof being slit and adapted to be
sprung to permit said projecting parts of
said first link of an adjoining unit to be 1n-
certed or removed therethrough.

11. In bracelet construction, a bracelet
comprising 1n combination a plurality of
units connected together, each of which
units comprises an outer box-like casing, &
link secured within said casing, 2a second
link cooperating with said first link and
slidable relative thereto into and out of said
casing, and a spring acting between said
two links and urging said slidable link into
said casing, said first link comprising longi-
tudinal side walls, an end wall at one end
connecting said side walls, and parts pro-
jecting from said side walls toward each
other adjacent the other end thereof, said
second link comprising longitudinal top and
bottom walls and end walls, the bottom
wall of said second link being cut from its

side edges inwardly to permit insertion
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‘thereinto of said projecting parts of said

first link of an adjoining unit.

19. Tn bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising
an ouler box-like casing, a link therein hav-
ing a part sprung into interlocking relation
with a wall of said casing and thereby se-
cured therein, a second link cooperating with
eaid first link and slidable relative thereto
‘nio and out of said casing, and a spring
urging said two links together and sald sec-
ond link into said casing.

13. In bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising
an outer hox-like casing, a link therein hav-
ing longitudinally extending side walls and
projections on said side walls interfitting
with recesses in the side walls of said cas-
ing, a second link cooperating with said
frot link and slidable relative thereto into
and out of said casing, and a spring urg-
ing said two links together and said second
Iink into said casing.

14. In bracelet construction, in combina-
tion, a plurality of units each comprising an
oulor box-like casing, a link therein having
oitudinally extending side walls and pro-
jections on said side walls interfitting with
recesses in the side walls of said casing, @
cecond link cooperating with said firs hink
and slidable relative thereto into and out
of said casing, and a spring urging said
two links together and said second link into
said casing, said first link having adja-

cent one end thereof means for connection:

to said sliding link of an adjoining unit.

Ti testimony whereof, we have signed our
names to this specification this 15th day of
April 1926.

OVE L. GAMMELL.
ROLAND W. WOODWARD.
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