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Lo all whom it maly concern:

Be it known that I, Citarres E. Dove, a
citizen of the United States, residingat Doves-
ville, in the county of Reckingham and State
of Virginia, have invented vew and uscful
Improvements in Thread-Cabinets, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to cabinets for con-
taining spools of thread and exposing the
same for sale in a convenient and attractive
manner, and 1t has for its object to simplify
and improve the construction and operation
of this class of devices.

With these and other ends in view which
will readily appear as the nature of the inven-
tion is better understcod, the same consists i
theimproved construction and novel arrange-
ment and combination of parts which will be
hereinafter fully described and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

~In the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated a simple and preferred form of the
Invention; it being, however, understood
that no limitations is necessarily made to the
precise structural details therein exhibited,
but that changes, alterations and modifica-
tions within the scope of the invention may
be resorted to when desired.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a cabinet constructed in accordance
with the principles of thie invention. = Fig. 2
is a vertical sectional view of the same taken
on the plane indicated by the line 2—2 in Fig.
1. Fig. 3 is a sectional detail view enlarged,

taken on the plane indicated by the line 3—3
in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a sectional detail view

taken on the plane indicated by the line 4—4
in Fig. 3. Fig. 5is a sectional detail view en-
larged, of one of the keys whereby the spools
are discharged from the case or cabinet. Fig.
6 is a top plan view of one of the keys.
~Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like characters of teference.
The casing A of the improved cabinet is
composed of a base B and a body C, which
latter is longitudinally divided by a vertically
disposed partition 1 into separate front and
rear compartments 2 and 3, the former of
which has a glass front 4 through which the
contents is plainly visible. Said compart-
ments are also divided by vertically disposed
partitions 5 into sub-compartments 6—6, as
will be best seen in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
The front of the casing is provided adja-
cent to the lower end of each sub-compart-
ment with an escutcheon 7 having a keyhole

slot 8 through which extends a vin 9 having
a knob or handle 10 and a lug 11 which, when
the pin is inserted through one of the keyhole
slots and partly rotated upon its axis, pre-
vents its withdrawal. The pins 9 are for the
purpose of supporting the stacks of spools 12
which are placed in the sub-compartment, as
will be best scen in Fig. 2. Secured upon the
back of the casing, within the rear compart-
ment 3 and extending in a downward and for-
ward direction is an inelined flange 13; and
upon the lower edge of the partition 1, adja-
cent to each sub-compartment is hingealy
supperted a flap 14 which is adapted to swing
forwardly into the lower ends of the sub-com-
partment in the front part of the case, as has
been shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the
drawings.

15 designates a pivotal rod or shaft that
extends longitudinally through the base B,
the entire length of the casing, and upon said
rod, below each sub-compartment in the
front part of the casing, there is pivoted a
lever 16 the forward end of which is moved
in an upward direetion by the action of a
suitably arranged spring 17; each leveris
provided with a forward extending stem or
shank 18 that projects through a slot 19 in
the front part of the base, and carries a
thumb piece or key 20 whereby it may be
conveniently pressed against the tension of
the spring 17. Kach key has printed upon
the upper face thereol a number correspond-
ing with the number of the thread upon the
spools contained in the compartment corre-
sponding with said key. The upper surface
of the lever 16 is shaped to form a recess or
pocket 21. The upper edge of the slot 19,

v engaging the stem or shank 18, serves to
limit the upward movement of the front end
of the lever 16 under the tension of the actu-
ating spring 17.

The top of the casing has a suitable lid 22
through which the compartments may be re-
plenished.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the drawings hereto an-
nexed, the operation and advantages of this
mvention will be readily understood. Spools
containing thread of various colors and dif-
ferent numbers will be placed in the sub-
compartments of the case or cabinet, the cor-
responding front and rear sub-compartments
being filled with spools containing the same
kind of thread. The spools in the front sub-
compartments will be supported by the pin
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9, and under the pressure of the spools con-
tained in the rear sub-compartments the
flaps 14 which swing in a forward direction,
as seen in Fig. 2, and the lowermost spool
from the rear sub-compartment will be sup-
ported in the recess or pocket 21 of the lever
16 disposed adjacent to said sub-compart-
ment. By pressing the key 20, the lever will
be tilted and the spool will be thrown in an
u}ll)ward and forward. direction and be dis-
charged through an-aperture 23 in the front
part of the base, the lower end of the rear
sub - compartment being meanwhile ob-
structed by the arcuate rear end of the lever
which is suitably shaped to accomplish this
purpose. When the key is released, the lever

“will be restored by the action of the spring 17

to its normal position, and another spool will
pass into the recess or pocket 21.  The spools
contained in the front sub-compartments will
not be distributed until the supply in the
rear sub-compartments has been exhausted,
and the dispﬁfxy will thus remain unbroken
for the longest possible period. When it be-
comes necessary to use the spools contained
in one of the front sub-compartments, the
pin 9 connected with such sub-compartment
s to be withdrawn, thus permitting the
spools to gravitate to the recess or pocket 21
of the lever 16. ,

This improved display cabinet is simple in
construction, and attractive in appearance;
and by the use thereof the display may be
maintained in a perfect and unbroken condi-
tion for the longest possible period.

856,945

Having thus fully described the invention,
what I claim as new is:—

1. In a device of the class described, a cas-
ing comprising a base and a body, the latter
being divided vertically into a plurality of
front and rear sub-compartments, an inclined
flange disposed adjacent to the lower ends of
the rear sub-compartments, flaps hinged ad-
jacent to the lower ends of the sub-compart-
ments and.co-operating with the flange to
form closures for the lower ends of the rear
sub-compartments, supporting members dis-
posed to obstruct the lower ends of the front
sub-compartments, and spring actuated le-
vers supported adjacent to the lower ends of
the front sub-compartments and having OE-
erating stems extending through a slot in the
casing.

2. In a device of the class described, a cas-
ing having front and rear sub-compartments,
an inclined flange disposed adjacent to the
rear sub-compartment, a flap hingedly sup-
ported intermediate the lower ends of the
sub-compartments, a spring actuated lever
supported below the sub-compartments and
having a recess or pocket in 1ts upper side,
and means for temporarily obstructing the
lower end of the front sub-compartment.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. DOVE.

Witnesses:
SaMUuEL A. CRIDER,
CaspEr Dove.
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