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Specification of Letters Patent.
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Applida.tion filed April 22, 1905, Serial No, 266,910,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Crcin TavLor and
CHARLES STANLEY TAYLOR, farmers, of the
town of Drayton, in the county of Wellington
and Province of Ontario, Canada, have jointly
invented a new and useful Improvement in
a Combined Seat and Life-Raft, of which the
following is a specification.

The objects of our invention are to con-
struct a seat and life-raft combined, whereby
the device may be utilized as a convenient
seat adaptable to be placed on the decks of
vessels and may be readily rearranged into
such form that 1t may be used as a life-raft in
the event of an emergency.

The device isso constructed that in appear-
ance it will represent two ordinary deck-seats
placed back to back, the backs and seat parts
being in all respects similar to an ordinary
deck-seat. In our deviceand for thispurpose
we hinge the backs to the seat parts and couple
the two edgesof the backs together byhinges.
Incased in the framework of each of the seat
parts are air-tight compartments by which
the device may be rendered buoyant in the
event of being placed or thrown into the wa-
ter. When the device is to be used as a life-
raft, a fastening by which the two seat parts
are relatively held together is unfastened,
which allows the twoseat partsto be separated
sufficiently to allow the backs to lowerinto a
horizontal position, and the parts are main-
tained and supported in this position by
hinged brace-bars pivoted to the ends of the
seat parts.

We attain these objects by the device as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of the device
arranged to form a seat, and Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the device rearranged to pro-
vide a life-raft.

Like letters refer to like parts throughout
the specification and drawings.

In Fig. 1 of the drawings is shown the de-
vice arranged as a seat, or more particularly
shown as two seats (back to back) @ and &,
consisting in each case, essentially, a seat part
b b’ with reclining backsc¢’. The two seats @
and ¢ are arranged in parallel relation to one
another, the backs ¢ and ¢ being adjacent
and are coupled together at their top edges
by a series of hinges d, and the lower edges be-
ing hinged to the back edge of the seat parts
b ¢ by similar hinges e. The backs ¢ ¢’ con-

sist of a rectangular-slatted structure formed
by a series of uprights 7, joined together by a
series of parallel cross-slats g. The slats are
bolted to the uprights so as to leave a space
between each of the slats. The hinges d and
¢ are preferably fastened to the ends of the
uprights £, so that when the backs are let
down to form the deck for the raft the up-
rights f act as cross-supports. As shown in
the drawings, the seat parts b 3 are made up
of a framework-base circular in cross-section ;
but we do not wish to confine ourselves to the
circular form, as square or any other shape
may be used. The base is divided into two
parts b and %/, formed by the ends ¢ and 4/
and the center 1, the ends and center being
shown in a circular form, which may be made
or constructed from wood or metal, wood be-
ing the preferable. Fastened to the periph-~
ery of the ends ¢4’ and center " and extend-
ing the entire length of the seat parts are a
series of slats 7. "By the slats and ends a
frame is formed for the seat parts, and in each
half of the frame is contained an air-tight
chamber k and %’. The chambers & and 7’
may be made of metal, wood, or fabric, metal
being the preferable. They are to be per-
fectly air-tight to render the device buoyant
when in the water. TFastened to the bottom
edge of the ends ¢ and ' are feet I, by which
the seats may be set and prevented from roll-
ing or tilting. Fastened to the back of one
of the seat parts is ahook-bar m, and fastened
to the back of the other seat part in opposite
relation is an eyebolt 7, and by fastening the
hook-bar into the eyebolt the two seat parts
are held in proper relation to one another and
are maintained in their arrangement as a seat.
Pivoted to each of the ends 77 and 4/ ¢/ of the
seat parts b and b are hinged brace-bars o.
The brace-bars o are for the purpose of main-
taining the two frame parts of the seats in
vertical position and also the necessary inter-
val apart when the device is arranged as a
life-raft. Bolted or fastened to the upper
part and projecting outward from the front
face of the backs ¢ and ¢ near each end, and
preferably fastened to the uprights 7, are
brace-plates p, and pivoted at the joints of
the two end uprights f of each of the backs ¢
and ¢’ is a lever-plate ¢. Connected with
each of the lever-plates ¢ and each of the
brace-plates p is a coiled spring . By the
ald of the springs the backs are to a certain
extent maintained in their horizontal posi-
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tion. When the backs are let down to form
the deck of the raft, the springs also aid to
force the backs downward when the hooks m
are released from the eyebolts n.

By reference to Fig. 2 of the drawings it will
beséen the device has been rearranged to form
o life-raft and that the hook-bar m has been
unhooked from the eyebolt n to allow the two
seat parts b and b’ to be separated apart until
the backs have opened out into a horizontal
position and also into the one plane to form a
slatted deck for the raft. When the backs
are being let down, the outward movement
of the seat parts is checked when they reach
the one plane, and at the same time the seat
parts are being moved apart the brace-bars
drop down into a horizontal position and par-
allel with the plane of the backs, whereby they
act as braces to the backs that form the deck
and also maintain the two seat parts in an
erect and in a proper relative position apart.
They also in bracing the backs prevent the
backs sagging in the middle.

When the deviceistearranged into the form
of a raft, the backs and seat parts will be in
one plane, and the backs will be prevented
from buckling up in the center by the down-
ward pressure maintained by the springs 7.

Tt will be understood that the forms or
sizes of the air-chambers may be varied with-
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out deviating from the natute of our inven-
tion.

What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— :

In a combined seat and life-raft, two seat
parts arranged in paralle] relation to one an-
other, air-tight chambers fastened within a
framework comprising the base of the said
seat part, a slatted back hinged to each of the
said seat parts, the said slatted backs being
hinged together along their upper and adja-
cent edges, a hook-bar fastened to the said
seat parts and adapted to maintain the said
seat parts and backs in the arrangement as &
seat, a brace-bar fastened to the ends of the
said seat parts and adapted to maintain the
parts in the rearrangement as alife-raft, coiled
springs fastened to plates and lever-arms ar-
ranged in combination at the junction of the
said backs, being adapted to maintain the
backs in one plane when arranged to form
the deck of the said raft, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

Signed at Drayton this 18th day of April,

1905.
CECIL TAYLOR.
CHARLES STANLEY TAYLOR.
In presence of—
R. H. AsHBURY,
J. M. KEARNS.
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