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1. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
match packages in which matches are ignited 
as they are withdrawn from the package. A 
primary object of the invention is the provision 
of a device of this character which forms, an im 
provement over the natch packets now in gen 
eral use in that it is more practical in form and 
arrangement So as to be more easily and reliably 
manipulated by, and thereby more attractive to, 
the user, and hence more suitable for general 
and widespread adoption. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide a pull match package device which is 
Simpler in its construction and in the manner of 
aSSociation of its relatively few component parts, 
whereby the device is susceptible of production at 
relatively low cost. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide a device of the above indicated char 
acter involving the employment of paper, rather 
than wooden matches, with the paper matches 
arranged in sheets, each sheet being composed 
of a plurality of matches positioned in side-by 
side relation, or, if desired, in somewhat over 
lapping relation, adjacent matches being con- ; 
nected together by bonds which are required to 
be severed by the user before an individual or a 
group of matches can be separated from the 
others in a sheet and withdrawn or pulled from 
the package to bring the heads of the matches a 
into the frictional contact with ignition strips, 
With which the package is provided, for igniting 
the match or matches. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide a pull match package of the above in 
dicated character in which at least two separate 
sheets of matches are involved, these sheets being 
loosely inserted in and held frictionally in the 
cover of the package on opposite sides of a sepa 
rator Secured to the cover, the sheets and in 
dividual matches not being otherwise connected 
to or Secured in the cover, yet sufficiently se 
curely assembled therein for all practical pur 
pOSes, whereby quick and easy Withdrawal of 
severed matches is facilitated and unnecessary 
fastening means eliminated. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide a pull match package of the foregoing 
character in which matches composing the sheets 
can be Separated merely by slits or be substan 
tially Spaced from each other, with bonds be 
tween laterally adjacent matches being in any 
case limited to a fraction of the length of the 
matches near the ends opposite their ignitable 
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severed preferably by the thumbnail of the user, 
Sufficient of the length of the matches being ex 
tended beyond the location of the bonds and to 
Ward the open or withdrawal end of the cover to 
provide effective grasp of the individual matches 
between fingers of the user, whereby efficient 
Withdrawal and ignition of individual in atches is 
assured. 
Other important objects and advantageous fea 

tures of the invention Will be apparent from the 
following description and accompanying draw 
ings, wherein merely for purposes of illustration, 
a presently preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion is set forth. 

In the drawings 
Figure i is a side elevation, with the near side 

of the cover broken away to show the arrange 
ment of the matches therein. 

Figure 2 is a transverse vertical section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a vertical Section similar to Fig. 2 
showing application of the user's fingers to the 
opposite sides of the cover whereby one or both 
of the ignition strips are pressed against a match 
head as the match head passes in contact there 
with and is ignited as the match is withdrawn 
from the package, and 

Figure 4 is a side elevation of a modified ar 
rangement of match layer and spacing strip, with 
the near side of the cover broken away. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, the illus 
trated embodiment comprises a cover in the 
form of a stiff paper or similar material sheet 
folded at its middle to provide similar front and 
rear parts. The inner or facing Surfaces of these 
parts are provided near their lower edges with 
frictional ignition strips 5, which are arranged 
to be compressed by fingers of the user against 
the head of a match as the match is withdrawn 
from the cover. 
The cover encloses a preferably paper mate 

rial match block herein shown as consisting of two 
Spaced layers of matches 2, the matches in each 
layer being unconnected throughout the major 
portion of their length. So as to be laterally sepa 
rated from each other, either by the distance of 
a minimum slit or by a greater distance where 
desired. The matches in each of the two layers 
are Separated from each other for the same major 
portion of the length thereof, that is, from the 
heads 8 of the matches 2 to a point below the 
lower edges of the front and back parts of the 
cover , at which point adjacent matches in each 
layer are connected by connecting portions or 

heads and arranged to be readily reached and 55 bonds 6. The connecting portions 6 of each 
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match layer are preferably integral portions of 
such layer, though bonds of any other suitable 
nature may be arranged to provide Suficient con 
nection between the individual matches while at 
the Sane time providing for easy, efficient and 
rapid disconnection of individual matches. When 
desired, as by severance of the connecting por 
tions 3 by application of the user's thumbnaii 
thereto. 

he shanks of the matches are extended below 
the connecting portions 6 to provide tabs which 
facilitate Selection and Separation of individual 
natches by grasping their with the fingers, which 
tabs also act as visual indicators of the number 
and location of matches remaining for use in 
the cover . 
The double match block when in position in the 

cover has the match heads 8 spacedly positioned 
Within the fold of the cover 3, as indicated in 
Figure 2, at a level above a separator or spacing 
Strip 3, which is provided to positively separate 
the two layers of matches 2. The separator 3 is 
in the nature of a plain elongated stiff paper 
sheet whose length is approximately the same as 
the width of the cover, and when in position has 
its lower edge spaced sufficiently above the ig 
niting strips 5 to define therebetween an ignition 
chanber in which any fare from the igniting 
of a match can be harmlessly contained when 
Such occurS. 

It will be noted that the separator strip 3 is 
arranged as a baffle between ignition chainbei i 
and the heads of any matches remaining in the 
package, and Serves to block the travel of flame 
froiil a match head ignited by contacting an igni 
tidil Strig 5 while being withdrawn froin the 
package. It has been found that by locating the 
narrow ignition strips 5 below the bottom edge 
of the Separator Strip 3 by a distance greater 
than the height of a match head that the up 
Ward travel of fiane from the ignited match is 
effectively stopped, the match head having com 
pletely passed by the separator strip 3 before 
engaging an ignition Strip 5 and the separator 
Strip reflexed to a substantially central position 
above the ignition chamber to form a baffle. 
The Separator 3 is stapled at its ends to the 

front and back parts of the cover , staples 4 be 
ing employed which, instead of compacting the 
parts together as in ordinary imatch packets, leave 
the front and back cover parts spaced from the 
Separator 3 Sufficiently on opposite sides thereof, 
So that as any match 2 is detached at the bond 6 
and pulled from the cover, the match head 3 can 
pass downwardly between the separator 3 and the 
related cover part without undue resistance. 
These Spacings, however, are on the other hand 
Sufficiently close so that the match block is loosely 
frictionally heid assembled in place in the cover 
Without requiring other positive fastening means, 
which would add to the bulk and expensiveness 
of the device. 
In Order to prevent the match block from being 

displaced from the cover as a match is separated 
at the point 6 and withdrawn from the cover, and 
in Order to provide efficient igniting friction be 
tween the Separated match and one or both of 
the igniting strips 5, the fingers of the user are 
COInpreSSed. On opposite sides, that is, on the front 
and back parts of the cover along the locations of 
the igniting strips, so that as the severed match 
is pulled downwardly toward completely with 
drawn position, the match will emerge With its 
head 8 ignited for use. 
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4. 
of one layer have been renoved from the package 
behind or in front of remaining matches of the 
other layer, the compressing of the cover by the 
user's fingers will bring both igniting strips 5 into 
position for contact by Subsequently withdrawn 
matches, So that in that case two igniting Strips 
cone into action, instead of only the One Which 
is available while both layers of natches are 
intact, for the ignition of matches withdrawn 
from either layer. 
In Fig. 4 I have ShoWn a modified match layer 

2A having alternate matches extending forward 
ly and rearwardly of the spacing strip 3 from 
a single, centrally mounted lower layer portion 
Which includes the integral connecting bonds 6 
and the bottom tabs projecting below the cover 

... With this arrangement the match layer is 
frictionally held in position by spacing strip 3 
While individual natches are severed by the 
user's thumbnail and pulled from the package. 
While it is apparent that the illustrated em 

bodiments herein described are well calculated 
to adequately fulfil the objects and advantages 
herein Stated, it is to be understod that the 
invention is susceptible to variation, modification 
and change within the Spirit and scope of the 
Subjoined claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pull match package comprising a flexible 

elongated sheet folded between its ends to pro 
vide a U-shaped cover having front and back 
cover parts, the inner Surface of said front and 
back cover parts carrying near their free ends 
inarrow Strips of igniting material, a flexible 
Separator comprising an elongated relatively 
narrow Strip disposed substantially centrally be 
tween the front and back cover parts with its 
upper edge adjacent to but spaced from the fold 
of the cover and its lower edge spaced from the 
ignition Strips by a distance greater than the 
height of a match head, means loosely securing 
the ends of Said separator strip to the side por 
tions of Said front and back cover parts, and 
matches ararnged in groups on each side of said 
Separator with their heads located within the 
fold of Said cover and above said separator, and 
their stems extending beyond the free ends of 
Said front and back cover parts, the space within 
the cover between the lower edge of said separa 
tor Strip and said ignition strips forming an igni 
tion chamber in which any flame is harmlessly 
contained when a match is lighted by pulling it 
from its normal position past an ignition strip. 

2. A pull match package comprising a flexible 
elongated sheet folded between its ends to pro 
vide a U-shaped cover having front and back 
Cover parts, the inner surface of said front and 
back cover parts carrying near their free ends 
narrow Strips of igniting material, a flexible 
Separator comprising an elongated relatively 
narrow Strip disposed substantially centrally be 
tween the front and back cover parts with its 
upper edge adjacent to but spaced from the fold 
f the cover and its lower edge spaced from the 

ignition Strips by a distance greater than the 
height of a match head, means loosely securing 
the ends of said separator strip to the side por 
tions of Said front and back cover parts, and 
matches arranged in groups on each side of said 
Separator with heir heads located within the fold 
of Said cover and above said separator, and their 
Stens extending beyond the free ends of said 
front and back cover parts, said separator strip 
being arranged to block the travel of flame from 

It Will be observed that whenever the matches 75 a match head ignited by an ignition strip to 
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wards the heads of the remaining matches in 
the package when a match is lighted by pulling 
it from its normal position into contact with 
an ignition Strip. 

3. A pull match package comprising a flexible 
elongated sheet folded between its ends to pro 
vide a U-shaped cover having front and back 
cover parts, the inner surface of said front and 
back cover parts carrying near their free ends 
narrow strips of igniting material, a flexible 
Separator comprising an elongated relatively 
narrow strip disposed substantially centrally be 
tween the front and back cover parts with its 
upper edge adjacent to but Spaced from the fold 
of the cover and its lower edge spaced from the 
ignition strips by a distance greater than the 
height of a match head, means loosely securing 
the ends of said separator strip to the side por 
tions of said front and back cover parts, and 
matches arranged in a block with severable 
means connecting adjacent matches near their 
stem ends and their heads located within the fold 
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of said cover and above said separator strip, 
alternate match stems engaging the forward and 
rear faces of said separator strip, the separator 
Strip being arranged to form a baffle between the 
heads of the matches remaining in the package 
and an ignition chamber formed within the cover 
adjacent the ignition strips, whereby any flame 
caused by contact of a pulled match with an 
ignition strip is prevented from reaching the 
heads of the remaining matches. 

J. ARON BUICK. 
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