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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN.F. PATTERSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Receptacles, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to receptacles 

adapted to hold cards or stamps; and the 
prime object of my improvement is to pre 
sent a simple and inexpensive device where 
by a stamp or calling card can be instantly 
separated from a pile thereof and brought 
to a position in which it can be easily 
grasped by the fingers. 
My receptacle will be found especially 

useful as an article to be carried in the 
pocket or shopping bag, and an attractive 
feature lies in the fact that but one hand 
is required for its manipulation. 
These desiderata, as well as other advan 

tages to be observed in an examination of 
the following portions of this description 
and the appended claim, I attain by the 
combination of parts and construction illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
preferred form of my receptacle as the same 
would be carried in the pocket; Fig. 2 a. 
view similar to Fig. 1, showing the lid or 
cover-member thrown back and the devices 
affixed to the under surface thereof; and 
Fig. 3 a vertical longitudinal section of the 
receptacle as shown in Fig. 1. 
Throughout the several views like numer 

als refer to like parts. 
In carrying my invention into practice I 

provide a receptacle of any suitable size or 
shape to which is hingedly connected, as 
at 1, a lid or cover-member 2, the same 
having a length and breadth slightly less 
than the length and breadth of the bottom 
of the receptacle 3. To the under surface 
of said lid there is secured a member 4, 
preferably made of rubber or cork, and 
from said member is projected a small nee 
dle-point 5, the extent of projection of said 
point substantially corresponding to the 
thickness of a stamp or other article which 
it is intended to transfix. 

Disposed at one end of lid 2 is a spring 
6 serving to instantly raise said lid when 

the same is released from engagement with 
catch 7, the latter being a valuable element 
of my invention and consisting of a rod 7 
revolubly secured to the front of the re 
ceptacle proper and terminating in arms or 
lugs 7, E. 

In operation, when it is desired to remove 
a stamp, the receptacle is held in the palm 
of the hand and lid 2 slightly depressed by 
the thumb, the latter member releasing arm 
7 from engagement with said lid. The 
pressure of the thumb being then removed 
the lid is forced to an upright position 
through the agency of spring 6 and a stamp 
is found affixed to point 5. Upon removal 
of the stamp lid 2 is brought to a position 
over the entrance to the receptacle and arm 
7 swung inwardly thereover through move 
ment of arm 7 by the index finger. 
From the fact, before noted, that the di 

mensions of lid 2 are smaller than those 
of the bottom of the receptacle 3, which per 
mits of the depression of said lid within 
the receptacle proper, it is obvious that 
point 5 may be brought into contact with 
a stamp or card lying at the bottom of said 
receptacle, the latter being covered with felt 
or cardboard to prevent injury to said 
point. 
Though the preferred form of the de 

vice is herein described I do not wish to be 
understood as confining myself thereto, and 
the right is reserved of making such change 
in the character, arrangement and construc 
tion of the various elements as may fairly 
fall within the scope of the following claim. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters-Patent is:- 
An article of the character described com 

prising a receptacle, a cover-member adapt 
ed to move within said receptacle, means for 
securing said member over the entrance to 
Said receptacle, mechanism for automati 
cally raising said member, and devices 
adapted to lift a portion of the receptacle 
contents upon operation of Said mechanism. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN F. PATTERSON. 
Witnesses: 

W. KEANE SMALL, 
THOMAS ERSIKINE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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