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The principal object of this invention is to en-
able a person to obtain a more secure grip upon
the shaft or handle of the device held and to
relieve the muscles of the hand of excess strain,

5 thereby ensuring greater accuracy in the use of
the device than when gripped in the bare hand,
and further, to provide a simple device which
may be easily and quickly placed in position
for use or removed.

"10  The principal feature of the invention consists
in the novel use of a band of flexible material
to encircle the innermost. joints of one or more
of the smaller fingers of the hand to equalize
the surfaces of the inner joints of the fingers

15 engaging the club shaft tc present a uniform
gripping surface across the hand.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a preferred form.of the in-
vention.

20 _Flgure 2 is a perspective view showing the grip-
ping device arranged in position upon a hand.

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing ‘the
gripping device in position in a hand gripping
a club.

o5 Figure 4 is a sectional view of a hand fitted
with my gripping device taken on the line 4—4
of Figure 2.

In the handling of golf clubs, tehnis and other
racquets and other devices having. a shaft

0 gripped in the hand, it is realized that the greater
gripping effect is exerted by the index and second
fingers, and when the hand is tightened suffi-
cient to exert the most effective grip of the two
smaller fingers, the hand muscles are subject to

g5 an unnatural strain which detrimentally affects
the dexterity and accuracy with which the de-
vice is handled. This is particularly evidenced
in the use of golf-clubs, which have a compara-
tively small shaft.

The present invention has been devised to over-
come the difficulties mentioned, and it consists of
a small band |, preferably of soft leather, adapt-
ed to encircle the innermost joints of the two
small fingers. The portion 2 of the band which

45 extends around the backs of the fingers is thin
and flexible, and the portion 3 which extends over
the inner sides of the fingers is formed of a
tapering thickness, the greatest ¢ross sectional
area being that which extends over the inner side

50 of the smallest finger. The result of this con-
struction of the band is that the inner sides of
the two smallest fingers are “built up” by the
increasing cross sectional area of the band, so
that there will be a straight line contact be-

56 tween the gripped shaft and the four finger joints.
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Consequently, when a uniform squeezing pres~
sure is exerted, the tapered band takes up the
difference in diameters of the fingers, and thus
produces the desired grip completely across the
hand.

A further feature of value is, that, the person
gripping the shaft will be relieved from the un-
comfortable “pinching” effect of the closer spaced
“creases” of the smaller fingers when the fingers
are closed tightly around the shaft.

The band | may be made in various sizes to fit
different sizes of hands or the band may be ad-
justed with a simple form of buckle, but I have
shown a plurality of pairs of perforations in the

_single outer side of the band through which a
string 4 may be inserted to draw a part of the
band into a loop, and thus adjust the size as
shown in Figure 4.

The device as herein shown is constructed of
a single length of leather, the ends of which over-
lap and several layers 5 of progressively shorter
length are inserted therebetween, and are prefer-
ably stitched together to produce the longitudinal
tapering effect desired to present the greatest
thickness over the little finger and a lesser thick-
ness over the next adjacent finger.

The band as herein shown is formed with a
single thickness of leather wider than the thick-
ened portion to spread over the fingers and to
form a “leather gripping surface to partly sur-
round the club shaft.”

The preferred form of the device is herein
shown, but it will be readily understood that the
desired result may be accomplished by moulding
or shaping some flexible material other than
leather into o similar form, the principal fea-
ture being to build up a portion of the inner sur-
face of the fingers to relieve the muscular strain
of obtaining the desired grip across the hand.

It will also be appreciated that while the most

desired form of the invention is shown as a band
to encircle two fingers a similar, though not as
good a result might be obtained by providing a
single band for the little finger or a larger band
to encircle three or even four fingers.
" Tt may also be found desirable to place a thick-
ening layer of material similar to the tapered
portion of the band upon a glove to fulfill the de-
sired result of building up the small joints of
the lesser fingers.

What I claim as my invention is:—

1. A gripping means comprising a narrow band
of flexible material adapted to encircle the finger
joints adjacent to the paim of the hand and hav-
ing the portion thereof covering the inner side
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only of the joint built up éircumferentially to 3. A grippitig inédiis as claimed in claim 1 in
project inwardly from the finger and to form a which the body portion of the band is widened for
means for gripping the shaft of the club. & portion of its length and over which the ta-
2. A gripping means as claimed in claim 1 in  pered built up portion which extends circumfer-
5 which the built up portion is tapered toward entially is laid with its thickest part substantially
both ends to compensate for the difference in centrally thereof. o _
thickness between the little finger and the adja- AVERN PARDOE.
cent one. -



