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4. Cairns. 

My invention relates to tailor shop equipment, 
and more particularly to devices used for hold 
ing down or clanping cloth on the cutting tables, 
and my main object is to provide a device of 

5 this kind which is simple and efficient. 
A further object of the invention is to design 

the novel cloth clan.p. With means to adjust itself 
to inequalities in the level of the table or cloth, 
Whereby to engage the cloth uniformly. 
Another object of the invention is to design 

the clamping portion thereof On a pivot, whereby 
to be readily SWung out of the Way and With 
littie effort. 
With the above objects in View and any others 

15 that may suggest themselves from the Specifica 
tion and claims to follow, a better understanding 
Of the invention may be had by reference to the 
accompanying drawing, in Which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the novel cloth 
clamp in Working position. On a cioth cutting 
table; and 

Fig. 2 is a cross section of the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the clamp showing 
its movable portion SWung away; and 

Fig. 4 is a croSS Section of a detail. 
When cloth plies are Stacked. On a cutting table, 

they are unfolded from the bolt and extended 
to a considerable length along the table. The 
ordinary method of holding a length of cloth 
is to place Weights thereon at intervals, this 
method having the disadvantages that Some 
lengths are laid unevenly or too loose, and that 
the weights must be picked up and taken a Way 
to allow a new length to be laid. I am aware 
that some impaling means has been applied at 
the beginning of the cloth stack to hold each 
new length at its source, but Such means does 
not function as a clamp and Subjects the oper 
ator's hands to frequent injury or discomfort. 
In my embodiment, a clamping means is pro 
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vided which is easy and safe to handle and . 
contains none of the disadvantages of prior 
methods. 

Referring specifically to the drawing, the base 
of the device is composed of a pair of end pieces 
10 connected by stay rods 11 to make a rigid 
structure. The end pieces are preferably of cast 
iron and have inwardly projecting bosses 10d. 

, which are made with recesses to receive the ends 
of the rods 11, these being clamped by Set ScrewS 
11d directed through the bosses. While the end 
pieces may be of any design, they are prefer 
ably arched and formed with outward base 

5 flanges 10b which are engageable by screw clamps 
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12 (see Fig. 1) to fastein the base to the top 
of a cloth cutting table i3. The device is Se 
cured at one end of the table, Such end being 
at the point of origin from which the plies of 
a given cloth stack 14 are laid. 

The unit which is nowable to engage the cloth 
stack originates with a pair of arms 15 applied 
next outside the base end pieces 10 and having 
one of their ends pivotally applied to Such bases 
as indicated at 166. The nedial portions of 65 
the arms 15 are made Witt inward boSSes 150 
which are recessed to receive a stay rod 16 and 
also tapped to receive set screws 17 to Secure 
the stay rod to the arms. 
The outer end portions of the arms 15 receive 70 

a stay rod 18 between then, the latter being 
extended through apertures in the armS to re 
ceive external cap nuts 19, he rod 18 also 
has an enlargement 18d, near the arinS 15 and 
so spaced as to perimit the pivotal Suspension 75 
of hangel's 20. These are L-shaped inaWing 
their bases directed in Wardly, and are intended 
to Swing free from the stay rod 18. The bases 
of the hangers 20 are recessed as indicated at 
20a to receive a long horizontal bar 21, this bar 80 
being Suitably Secured by boltS 22. Along the 
length of the bar is a series of pointed pins 
23, these projecting downwardly from the bar 
and operating in Sockets 24 which are Secured 
from above into tapped bores 21a made in the 8 
bar. A spring 25 is interposed between the head 
23a of each pin and the bottom of the Socket, 
and the pin rises through the said bottom in 
Screw-threaded for to receive a nut 26. The 
spring 25 is a compression type and normally 90 
maintains the pin in down Wardly projecting 
position, as indicated in Fig. 4. 

It Will be noted that the arras 15 extend from 
that Source with a curvature 15b, Whereby to 
locate their ensuing portions in a low horizontal 95 
position. 
The bar 21 is thus easily placed upon the 

starting end of the cloth Stack 14, and OWing to 
its weight and that of its associated parts will 
hold such end down firmly. Thus, the balance 
of the top length of cloth may be unfolded and 
drawn to lie flatly on the balance of the Stack. 
The pins 23 are not sufficiently sharp to pierce 
the cloth, but indent it sufficiently to prevent 105 
the deviation of the plies in any direction. Also, 
should portions of the table be Warped or out 
of level, causing the Surface of the stack to be 
uneven in height, the spring construction of the 
pins will cause them to take up the irregularities, 10 
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exerting a uniform pressure upon the stack of 
its entire Width. 
The Stay rod i8 Serves as a handle to enable 

the clamping unit to be lifted and SWung back 
Out of the Way when it is not needed for use, 
aS indicated in Fig. 3. In this position, the curved 
portions of the arms 15 rest against ledges 10c 
forming continuations of the base flanges 10b 
in an OutWard direction, so that these ledges 
form Stops to prevent the extreme SWeep of the 
unit. Likewise, in Wardly located ledges i0d are 
Similarly formed, in order to prevent the for 
Ward Swing of the unit beyond a predetermined 
position. It will be seen that the novel cloth 
clamp furnishes a simple yet Substantial appa 
ratuS for the purposes anticipated. The base unit 
is of a skeleton yet rigid construction; and the 
clamping unit is also of few parts which have 
Sufficient Weight to apply the requisite pressure 
to the top of the cloth Stack. In Operating the 
device, the clamping unit is not contended with 
as the Starting end of a new cloth ply is aid 
and adjusted in place, aS Such unit is designed 
to be SWung aside as Soon as the Operator re 
turns to the point of Origin to Start a new cloth 
ply. The device is thus entirely out of the Way 
as the new ply is handled and laid, yet the 
camping unit is immediately applicable if the 
operator is about to unfold the length of the 
ply. In conclusion, it is apparent that the device 
is Sufficiently Simple for economical production 
and its parts are of a type to serve Without 

i,942,728 
necessity for adjustment or repair for long 
periods. 

I claim:- 
1. A cloth clamp comprising iaiterally-spaced 

Standards, arms pivoted at medial points in the 
Outer faces of the standards for rotary motion, 
cloth clamping means carried by the outer por 
tions of the arms, and projections from Said 
faces on both Sides of the pivot and adapted 
tO receive the arms at One end of their travel 
for rest and Shortly beyond the pressing ZOne 
at the other end of their travel for Safety. 

2. A cloth clamp comprising a base, brackets 
pivotaly attached to the sides of the base and 
close to the bottom thereof, said brackets rising 
in for Ward direction from the pivotS, and a 
frame horizontally extended from the backets 
to a position OWe the cloth, Said frane being 
of a Weight to press down on the cloth. 

3. A cloth clamp comprising a base, a frame 
horizontally pivoted to the Sane, and a hanger 
suspended over the cloth in free pivotal relation 
to the frame, Such hanger being Weighted and 
by its free Suspension descending in a vertical 
course to press doWn. On the cloth as the frame 
is lowered upon the latter. 

4. The structure of claim 3, Said hanger in 
cluding a horizontal base bar having a fiat and 
Wide bottom surface to serve as a press for the 
cloth. 
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