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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICKE. FROST, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and 
State of vassachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Cushion for Stamps, of which the 
following is a specification. 

This invention relates to a cushion for 
hand stamps and other printing devices. 
The principal objects of the invention are 

to provide a sheet, block, or blank of yield 
ing flexible material which may readily be 
divided in one or two directions by cutting 
along lines of separation, preferably molded 
into the same, so as to produce any desired 
size of cushion for a hand stamp or the like; 
to provide a blank and cushion which, hav 
ing no closed air space to be compressed in 
use, will be equally flexible in all directions 
SO as to permit printing on plain, convex, 
concave, and irregular surfaces; and yet will 
have sufficient material and be of such a con 
struction that the repeated flexing due to 
constant use will not easily result in tearing 
or disrupting the material; to provide a com 
paratively firm supporting plate just at the 
ase having a vertical wall at the bottom of 

each side; and generally to improve the con 
struction of cushions for printing stamps and 
the like. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings which show certain preferred 
forms of the invention, and in which 

Figure 1 is a transverse sectional view of 
a hand stamp showing one form of the in 
vention applied thereto; Fig. 2 is a perspec 
tive view of a sheet or blank adapted to be 
cut into the form of cushion shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a similar view of another form of 
sheet or blank also made according to this 
invention; Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 of 
another modification; Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view showing a blank from which the cushion 
shown in Fig. 4 may be made; Fig. 6 is a 
similar view showing another form of blank 
or sheet for producing the same kind of 
cushion, and Fig. 7 is a perspective view of 
another modification. 

In order to provide a sheet or blank which 
can readily be cut up to produce the desired 
size of cushion, it is molded or otherwise pro 
duced in such form as to have a series of open 
ended parallel grooves A on the upper side 
thereof extending downwardly from the top 
and gradually decreasing in width. So as pref 
erably to have a triangular cross section. 

Between the bottoms of these grooves and 
the bottom of the cushion or sheet is a mate 
Irial strip B of rubber or the like, of which the 
cushion is constructed to form a firm sup 
port for the rest of the cushion. Between 
the grooves it will be seen is a comparatively 
Solid continuous block B of flexible mate 
rial which may be sponge, rubber, or the like. 
It will be seen that when the blank is cut up 
by slitting down through the bottoms of 
these grooves, there will be a vertical surface 
C at the edge which will serve as a compara 
tively firm support for the cushion and pre 
vent too great movement thereof. Now in 
order to secure additional flexibility in all 
directions, and to provide for cutting up the 
blank, or sheet in the other direction, the 
bottom of the cushion is provided with a 
Series of grooves D. These grooves in both 
of the forms shown in the drawings are illus 
trated as consisting merely of slits. These 
may be made in the process of molding by 
having thin cole pieces in the mold or they 
may be cult in the sheet after it is molded. 
In either event both of the sets of grooves, 
preferably extend past the middle of the 
blank or cushion so that they intersect each 
other as indicated in Fig. 2. Thus there is a 
most flexible construction and one which has 
been found in practice to be capable of clear 
and accurate printing on the smail end of an 
egg, which is a severe test for this class of 
stamps. 

In Fig. 1 is shown a cushion of predeter 
mined size cut from the blank shown in Fig. 
2, the type E being fixed upon it, and the 

| cushion then glued to the handle or body of 
the stamp F. It will be seen that the upper 
edges of the blocks between the grooves A, 
which have a flat surface, are glued to the 
botton of the handle F. In use it is found 
that although the bottom surface of the 
cushion is fixed to the rubber type sheet so 
that the adjacent ends of the parts between 
the grooves D cannot be separated, yet pres 
sure tends to separate the walls of the 
grooves a distance farther up, and permits 
the type to yield readily to print on curved 
and irregular surfaces. 

In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 
3 the upper grooves A are shown also in the 
form of sits like the lower ones. All the 
grooves therefore in this form have vertical 
walls instead of slainting ones, and in both 
these forms they are shown as intersecting 
the grooves D at right angles. 
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In the form of the invention shown in Figs. 
4 and 5, a strip is produced suitable for a cer 
tain minimum width of type having the 
groove A as in the other case, and provided 
with two surfaces G by which it may be 
glued to the handle. In this case the oppo 
site walls H are slanted similarly to the inner 
sides of the groove A, and vertical walls is 
are preferably provided for the same purpose 
as the walls G. The strip shown in Fig. 5 
may also be produced in large sheets as 
shown in Fig. 6, in which case additional 
grooves M are provided on the opposite side 
to produce the walls i. l 
in Fig. 7 is shown a form of the invention 

in which the principles of Figs. 1 and 4 are 
combined. The cushion has a double form 
with the slanting walls i, and two triangular 
spaces. A separated by a central support L. 
It also preferably involves the slits D. 
While I have illustrated and described cer 

tain forms in which the invention may be 
embodied, I am aware that many modifica 
tions may be made therein by any person 
skilled in the art without departing from the 
scope of the invention as expressed in the 
claims. Therefore I do not wish to be limit 
ed to the particular details of construction 
shown and described, but 
What I do claim is:- | 
1. A cushion for stamps consisting of a 

sheet or block of yielding material having an 
open-ended groove opening inwardly from 
the top thereof and decreasing in width 
downwardly, said groove extending nearly 
to the bottom of the cushion and being sepal 
rated therefrom by a material thickness of 
said yielding material, and cross grooves ex 
tersecting said groove. : 

2. A cushion for stamps consisting of a 
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sheet or block of yielding material having a 
plurality of open-ended grooves opening in 
wardly from the top thereof and decreasing 
in width downwardly, said grooves extending 
nearly to the bottom of the cushion and be 
ing separated therefrom by a material thick 
lness of said yielding material, and cross 
grooves in the form of slits extending up 
Wardly from the bottom and intersecting the 
other grooves, whereby the cushion may be 
cut up in two directions along said grooves to 
form individual cushions. . - 

3. A cushion for stamps comprising a sheet 
or block of flexible material having grooves 
On opposite sides, those on One side extending 
more than halfway through the sheet and in 
tersecting those on the other. 

4. As an article of manufacture a cushion 
for stamps having parallel grooves on top and 
parallel grooves on the bottom at an angle 
thereto, one set of grooves extending more 
than halfway through the cushion. - 

5. A stamp having a cushion provided 
with parallel grooves on the top thereof and 
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parallel grooves on the bottom at an angle 
thereto, extending part Way through, those 
on the bottom being in the form of slits, and 
type fixed along the bottom surface thereof 
and covering the open sides of said slits. 

6. A stamp having a cushion provided 
with crossing grooves on its opposite sides 
each extending Only part way through, and 
type fixed to the lower side and extending 
across the grooves thereon. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
iny hand, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

FREDERICK E. FROST. 
Witnesses: - - 

ALBERT E. FAY, 
C. FORREST WESSON. 
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