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Application filed April 25, 1921. Serial No. 464,123. 

To all whom, it may concern 
Be it known that I, ALVA W. B. Jo HIN 

soN, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Birmingham, in the county of 
Jefferson and State of Alabama, have in 
vented a new and Improved Self-Service 
Store, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. f 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a self service store with a plurality of com 
partments with service stations at the en 
trance and between adjacent compartments. 
there being a passageway in one direction 
at one side of each service station and pas 
sages in the opposite direction at the other 
sides of the service stations. 
With this construction, the customers may 

be watched in relatively small groups and 
from several sides by the clerks who receive 
money in payment of the sales of mer 
chandise and who wrap the purchased goods. 

Additional objects of the invention will 
appear in the following specification, in 
which the preferred form of my invention 
is described. . v 

Figure 1 is a plan view illustrating my 
invention; and 

Figures 2 and 3 are views illustrating 
modified forms of the invention. 
By referring to Figure 1 of the draw 

ings, it will be seen that the store 5 is pro 
vided with a plurality of compartments 6, 
7, 8 and 9, an aisle 10 being disposed be 
tween the compartments 6 and 7 and an 
aisle 11 being disposed between the com 
partments 8 and 9. These aisles 10 and 11 
lead from the store entrances 12 and 13, 
and from the aisles 10 and 11 there are pas 
sages communicating with the Several com 
partments. There is disposed in each of 
these passages a service station 14 which di 
vides the entrance 15 from the exit 16. The 
entrance 15 is disposed substantially the 
same distance from the end wall 17 of the 
compartment as the exit 16 is disposed from 
the opposite end 18 of the compartment. 
It will, therefore, be seen that the service 
'stations 14 are so disposed that the clerk oc 
cupying the enclosure 19 in the service sta 
tion may have a good view of the compart 
ment to observe the customers. In a similar 
Way, the compartments communicate with 
adjacent compartments through openings in 
the walls, there being service stations 20 in 
these openings which divide the openings 
into two passages. One at each side of the 

Service station. These service stations 20 
are disposed at substantially equal distances 
from the side walls of the compartments so 
that the clerks occupying the enclosures 21 
may be positioned to overlook the compart 
ments and the customers moving about with 
in the compartments. In a similar way, the 
adjacent compartments 7 or 8 are connected 
by passageways which are divided by ser 
Vice stations 22 having enclosures 23 for 
the clerks, the passages at each side of the 
service stations 22 being spaced at substan 
tially equal distances from the end walls of 
Said compartments 7 and 8. The service 
stations and the passages leading from and 
to the aisle 11 are substantially the same 
as the service stations and passages lead 
ing from and to the aisle 10, and the pas 
Sages and service stations between the adja 
cent compartments 7, the adjacent compart 
ments 8 and the adjacent compartments 9 
are the same as the service stations and the 
passages connecting adjacent compartments 
6. Each of the service stations 19 has a 
desk 19 extending inwardly into the com 
partment so that the clerk, when wrapping 
goods or dealing with customers, may face 
the interior of the compartment and watch 
the customers who are walking about in the 
compartment. 
20 and 22 has two desks 20 and 22, one 
desk extending into each compartment. 
There are turnstiles at the sides of each serv 
ice station, and these turnstiles at the sides 
of the service stations 19 are preferably con 
Structed so that it is impossible for cus 
tomers to enter the compartment from the 
aisle at the left of the service station or to 
pass from the compartment into the aisle 
at the left of the service station. These 
turnstiles are indicated by the reference 
character 24. Similar turnstiles are dis 
posed in the passageways at the sides of the 
service stations 20 and 22, these turnstiles 
being indicated by the reference character 
25. If desired, these turnstiles 25 may also 
be constructed to direct the customers mov 
ing in one direction to one side of the service 
stations 20 and 22. 
In the modified form of the invention illus 

trated in Figure 2, the construction is sub 
stantially the same as the construction illus 
trated in Figure 1, with the exception that 
the aisle 10 extends transversely at the 
store entrance 12" instead of extending away 
therefrom. 

Each of the service stations 
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In the construction shown in Figure 3, 

the store is shown substantially the same as 
the store, illustrated in Figure 2 with the 
exception that the store has only a few com 
partments, which are disposed one behind 
the other. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is as follows: 

1. In an apparatus for vending merchan 
dise, a plurality of adjacent compartments 
with an entrance to one of the compart 
ments and an opening between the adjacent 
compartments, a plurality of service sta 
tions, one at the entrance and one at each 
of the openings, there being a passage in 
one direction at one side of each service 
station and passages in the other directions 
at the other sides of the service stations 
and means to prevent the movement of the 
customers at the passages in directions 
opposite to those set forth. 

2. In an apparatus for vending merchan 
dise, a plurality of adjacent compartments, 
there being openings in the walls separating 
the compartments which are spaced sub 
stantially equal distances from the ends of 
the walls and there being entrance openings 
in the outer walls of a plurality of com 
partments which are spaced substantially 
equal distances from the ends of the last 
mentioned walls and a plurality of service 
stations, one at each opening. 

3. In an apparatus for vending merchan 
dise, a plurality of adjacent compartments, 
there being openings in the walls separat 
ing the compartments which are spaced sub 
stantially equal distances from the ends of 
the walls, and there being an entrance open 
ing in the outer wall of one of the compart 
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ments which is spaced substantially equal 
distances from the ends of the said walls, 
a plurality of service stations, one at each opening, there being a passage in one direc 
tion at one side of each service station, and 
passages in the other direction at the other 
sides of the service stations which permit 
the customers to move freely from any com 
partment into any adjacent compartment, 
and with the service stations for the 
watchers disposed to permit the watchers 
to watch the customers in the adjacent com 
partments from each service station through 
a field of vision of 180°. -- 

4. In an apparatus for vending merchan 
dise, a plurality of adjacent compartments, 
there being openings in the walls separating 
the compartments which are spaced sub 
stantially equal distances from the ends of 
the walls, and there being an entrance open 
ing in the outer wall of one of the compart 
ments which is spaced substantially equal 
distances from the ends of the said walls, 
a plurality of service stations, one at each. 
opening, there being a passage in one direc 
tion at one side of each service station, and 
passages in the other direction at the other 
sides of the service stations which permit 
the customers to move freely from any com 
partment into any adjacent compartment, 
and with the service stations for the 
watchers disposed to permit the watchers 
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to watch the customers in the adjacent com 
partments from each service station through 
a field of vision of 180°, and means to pre 
vent the movement of the customers at the 
passages in directions opposite to those 
named. 

ALVA WRIGHT BOSWELL JOHNSON. 


