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The present invention relates to the structtire of a
button to be covered and assembled by a home. dress-
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maker, and in particular to structure by means of which

the parts of the button are retained in assembled position.

The demand is exceedingly great on the part of the
public for buttons which can be assembled by the home
dressmaker, and which may be covered by her with fabric
appropriate to the garment with which they are to be used.
Such buttons generally comprise telescopable top and
bottom sections, the top section first being covered by
the fabric selected by the home dressmaker before the
bottom section is secured thereto. Despite the widespread
existence and large volume of sales of buttons of this
type, they have in the past left much to be desired, par-
ticularly with respect to the security of attachment  be-
tween the top and bottom button sections.and the security
with which the covering fabric is held in place.

It has in the past been proposed to provide the top
button section with one or more prongs -adapted to be
passed through the bottom button section and bent along
the outer surface thereof in order to hold the sections
in position. This construction has not met with. -any

particular degree of consumer .acceptance, in part be-.
cause the security of attachment afforded thereby was-

not particularly great, in part because the tips of. the
. prongs were exposed and: tended to_catch the fabric of
-the garment to which the button was attached, and par-
ticularly that portion of the garment into which the
button is adapted to be buttoned, and in part because-the
button structure was either weak or of undue complexity.
The button structure of the present invention is of the
same. general type as above set forth, but is so designed
_as to eliminate the drawbacks set forth above, -and by
means of a structure which can’readily be manufactured
and assembled at a minimal and competitive cost.. In
addition, the means employed to retain the two button
sections in assembled position is also effective to engage
the covering fabric and assist in retaining; that covering
fabric.in proper taut condition on the top button-section.
In accordance -with the above, the top button section

is provided with a pair of prongs-adapted to pass through
-an aperture.in the bottom button, section when the two
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- sections -are assembled, the .projecting. .portions. of these - -

prongs or fingers then being bent re-entrantly into. the
- hollow interior of the button.through additional apertures
formed in the bottom button séction on .Opposite -sides

-of the first mentioned aperture, the tips of the re-entrantly -
bent fingers or prongs preferably engaging a portion of;

the fabric covering and:thus assisting in holding the latter
in place.. These fingers are.formed:
~a sheet of metal or the like. received within: the shell of
the top: button section;, that sheet. being held in place

. within. the shell by being. sandwiched: between. the -shell

-and a second member telescoped into the-shell, the:second

,member having an apertuié through which, the fingers or..

‘prongs extend. The sheet which, defines ‘the fingers 4lso
carrie
. Substan

‘an integral part of -

s 8 securing loop positioned between and extending.
aly. paralel to_the ogers, that securng Ioop-
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away;

~and

.and then being bent over the base 8
of the securing loop 18 extending between-and substan-
tially parallel to the fingers 14. A second member gen-

-a central aperture 28 through which the fingers. 1

.of :
‘the shell 2 and over the radially outer -portion of the 7 -

being here shown in the form of an appropriately shaped
sttip of wire or the like. ’ S
In addition, means comprising a ring of paper or com-
parable material is interposed between the inside of the
top button section and that portion of the covering fabric
which is folded inside the top button section, the papef
sheet being adhesively secured both to. the top' button
section and to the infolded fabric portion,. thereby further
serving to retain the folded fabric covéring in proper
condition, but without in any way detracting from’ the
appearance of the button and its capacity to retain that
appearance. oL T
__ To the accomplishment of the above, and to such other
objects as may hereinafter appear, the present invention
relates to a button structure as defined in the appended
claimy and as described .in this specification, taken. to-
gether with the accompanying drawings, in'which: .
Fig. 1 is an exploded view of the parts of the button
of the present invention, including the fabric covering
therefor; . S . R
Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view of the top button sec-
tion; | L S .
Fig. 3 is a cross sectional. view of the top button section
with the fabric covering applied thereto; S .
Fig. 4 is.a cross sectional view of the button with the
button section telescoped into the fabric-covered top sec-
tion, but before ‘the prongs are bent down; BRI
Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view similar to Fig. 4 but
showing the prongs re-entrantly bent and engaging-the
fabric cover; -~ . . L
Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of the button of Fig. 4,
with a portion of the bottom button section ‘broken
Fig. 7 is.a bottom plan view of the button of Fig. §;
Fig. 8 is an inverted three-quarter perspective view of
the button of Fig. 5. - S S
The top button section comprises a shell generally
designated 1. having a base 2. and i ‘depending rim 4.
Received inside the rim 4, and at.least partially . seated
on the base 2, is. a’ first member generally designated
6 comprising a base 8 of thin bendable metal or the like,
the periphery 10 of which may be slightly curved - so
as to conform to the inner surface of the- shell-rim 4.

.Formed integrally from the sheet 8 and bent, up there-

from about the lines 12, are a pair of fingers or prongs
14, spaced from one another by the base portion:8’. . Holes

_16:are formed in the base 8 inside the bending lines 12 or
-Drojections thereof, and a securing loop 18 is mounted: on

the base 8, portions thereof passing through the hole 16
at.20,-the  body
erally designated 22 and. defined by a base 24 and a.rim

tending along and firmly frictionally engaging. the: shell -
rim 4. - The base 24 of the member .22 is provided 'with

securing loop 18 pass. As may best be seen from Ejg

2, in assembly of the fop butfon section the first member .

6 is seated in the shell 2.and then the -second member.
22 ig forced into the shell 2 50 as to press the first member

6 into_seated position:and hold it there.

The top 'button section is adapted. to be-cévere-d_‘lbtx a
sheet of fabric generally. designated 30, that fabric: being -
of a size such as to co

the shell 2 and its rim 4 and then to be folded-inside

exposed surface of the second member 24, as may -be seen”

in F1g 3. As here specifically disclosed the fabric sheet:. = :
30 is. provided along the radially outer portion thereof .

which 'is‘adaptedito be folded “into the shell 2 ‘with-an.

Is ‘also. received within the shell 2, the .rim .26, ex-

pletely cover the outer periphery = <
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attached ring 32 of fabric the exposed surface of which is
provided with a layer of pressure-sensitive adhesive. The
ring 32 may be secured to the fabric sheet 38 by a similar
layer of pressure-sensitive adhesive on the other surface
thereof, and may be provided to the home user already
cut into shape and with its adhesive coatings protected
by strippable paper layers, as is well known, When the
fabric is folded inside the shell 2 it will be seen that the
adhesive-exposed surface of the ring 32 will be pressed
against -the radially inner portions of the shell rim 4
and ‘the second member. rim 26, as well as against the
base 24 of the second member 22. Such pressure will
cause the ring 32 to.adhere to those surfaces of the but-
ton, and hence the fabric, when once drawn taut, will
tend to remain in that condition, even during the period
intervening between. the infolding of the fabric and the
insertion of the bottom button section, as set forth be-
low. It will be moted that the width of the ring 32 is
such that it is completely received within the top button
section. -Hence even if the subjection of the button to
various cleaning processes should cause some of the ad-
hesive between the ring 32 and the fabric 38 to discolor
the fabric, that discolorization will be inside the button
and will not affect its appearance. Although the ring 32
is -specifically disclosed as attached to the fabric cover-
ing 30 when the latter is infolded into the top button sec-
tion, it would, of course, be possible to initially apply
the ring 32 inside the top button section and then cover
the button with the fabric, the. infolded portion of the
fabric adhering to. the exposed adhesive surface of the
ring 32.

The bottom button section, generally designated 34 is
in the form of a shell having a base 36.and an upstand-
ing rim 38. The size of the bottom button member 34
is such that it can be telescoped into the covered top
section, -with its rim 38 received snugly inside the in-
folded portion of the fabric sheet 30 which lies along the
inner surface of the shell rim 4 of.the top button ‘sec-
tion. This preferably snug fit is not, however, relied upon
exclusively to retain the button sections in assembled con-
dition. For that purpose the base 36.of the bottom-but-
ton section 34 is provided with a central aperture 40
through which the fingers 14 and the securing loop 18
on the top button section are adapted.to pass. = Addition-
al ‘apertures 42 are provided in the base 36 to either side
of the first mentioned aperture 40. After the button sec-
tions have been assembled as shown in Figs. 4 and 6,
the fingers 14 are then bent over the base portions 36’
of ‘the bottom button section 34 between the aperture
40 and the apertures 42, and are then reentrantly bent
through the apertures 42 into the space between the base
36 of the bottom button section 34 and. the base 24 of
the second member 22 in the top button section. Pref-
erably, the length of the fingers 14 and the size of the
fabric covering 30 are such ‘that portions of the fabric
covering 30 extend beneath the apertures 42 and the tips
of the fingers 14 are pressed down to dig into. those por-

-tions of the fabric covering. 38, thus tending to retain the

fabric covering 30 tautly on the top button section, all as
may, be best seen in Fig. 5. The securing loop.18 pro-
jects from the assembled button so that the button may
be sewn onto a garment in conventional manner.

The fingers 14 are firmly secured to the top button
section, ‘but without weakening that button section- or
forming any discontinuity in its outer surface. They hold
tl.le bottom button section 34 firmly and reliably in po-
sition, and the bottom button section 34 in turn engages
the_ fabric covering 30 to hold the latter in. position.
This latter engagement occurs between the rims 38 and
4 and between the edge of the rim 38 and the base 24
of th'e member 22. This, together with the previously
mentioned engageient between the tips of the fingers 14
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All of the parts of the button here disclosed may very
readily be manufactured inexpensively on a large scale
by conventional stamping, bending and forming tech-
niques. They all may be formed from thin sheets of
metal or the like, or, if desired, they or some of them
could be molded of suitable plastic material. The struc-
ture is such that the parts need not be made with any
great degree of dimensional precision, and when tht; top
and bottom button sections are presented to the ordinary
housewife, whose mechanical skill is usually comparative-
ly undeveloped, the cover, assembling and securing op-
erations may readily be performed by her with a high
degree of effectiveness and with an exceptionally high
degree of attractiveness in the finished product.

While but a single embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been here disclosed, it will be apparent that
many variations may be made with respect thereto, all
within the scope of the invention as defined in the fol-
lowing claims.

I claim:

1. In a button comprising connected top and botiom
sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-
tion comprising a shell covering and being secured to
said bottom section, said top section having a pair of

5 bendabie fingers extending therefron toward said bottom

section, said bottom section having a first aperture through
which said fingers pass when said sections are assembled
and having second and third apertures on opposite sides
of said first aperture through which said fingers are bent
to extend into said button when said sections arc assem-
bled. ‘

2: In a button comprising connected top and bottom
sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-
tion having a pair of bendable fingers extending there-
from toward said bottom section, said bottom section hav-
ing a first aperture through which said fingers pass when
said sections are assembled and having second and third
apertures on opposite sides of said first aperture through
which ‘said fingers are bent to extend into said button
when said sections are assembled, said top section being
covered by material which extends partially over the
lower surface thereof above said second and third aper-
tures in said bottom section, said fingers being of a length
such as, when bent through said second and third aper-
tures, to engage said material.

3. In a bufton comprising connected top and bottom
sections; the improvement which comprises said- top sec-
tion_ having a pair of bendable fingers extending there-
from toward said bottom section, said bottom section hav-
ing a first aperture through which said fingers pass when
said sections are assembled and having second and third
apertures on opposite sides of said first aperture through
which said fingers ‘are ‘bent to extend into said button
when said sections are assembled, said top section com-
prising ‘a shell, a first member received within said shell,
integral portions of said first member extending there-
from ‘to define said fingers, and a second member se-
cured within said- shell beneath said first member by
direct engagement with one of said shell and said first
member and having an aperture through which said

“fingers extend. .

4. The button of claim 3, in which said top section is

‘covered by material which extends partially over the

lower surface thereof above said ‘second and third aper-

tures in said bottom section, said fingers being of a length

such as, when bent through said second and third aper-

-tures, to engage said material.

~ 5. In a button comprising connected top .and bottom
sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-
tion having a pair of bendable fingers extending there-

“from toward said bottom section, said bottom section hav-

“ing a first aperture through which said fingers pass when

‘and the fabric covering 30, provides for effective and’ .

substantially permanent retention of the fabric covering
30:in proper condition. Fe e

said sections are assembled and having second and third
apertures on opposite sides’ of said first aperture, through

78 -which said fingers ‘are” bent to” extend ‘into’ said button
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whea said sections arc assembled, said top section com-
prising a shell having a rim, a first member received

within said shell, integral portions of said first' member °

extending therefrom to define said fingers, and a second
member having a rim secured within said shell beneath
said first member, said second member having a rim and
being held in place by direct engagement between its rim
and the rim of said shell and having an aperture through
which said fingers extend.

6. In a button comprising connected top and bottom
sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-
tion having a pair of bendable fingers extending there-
from toward said bottom section and having, between
said fingers, a securing loop extending in the same direc-
tion, said bottom section having a first aperture through
which said fingers and said securing loop pass when said
sections are assembled and having second and third aper-
tures on opposite sides of said first aperture through
which said fingers are bent to extend into said button when
said sections are assembled,

7. The button of claim 6, in which said top section
comprises a shell, a first member received within said
shell, integral portions of said first member extending
therefrom to define said fingers, and a second member
secured within said shell beneath said first member and
having an aperture through which said fingers and said
securing loop extend.

8. The button of claim 6, in which said top- section
comprises a shell having a rim, a first member received
within said shell, integral portions of said first member
extending therefrom to define said fingers, and a second
member having a rim secured within said shell beneath
said first member, said second member having a rim and
being held in place by operative engagement between its
rim and the rim of sajd shell and having an aperture
through which said fingers and said securing loop extend,

9. The button of claim 6, in which said top section
comprises a shell, a first member received within said
shell, integral portions of said first member extending
therefrom to define said fingers, said securing loop be-
ing carried by said first member, and a second member
secured within said shell beneath said first member and
having an aperture through which said fingers and said
securing loop extend.

10. The button of claim 9, in which said securing loop
comprises a loop of wire-like material the ends of which
are received in apertures in said first member.

11. The button of claim 6, in which said top section
comprises a shell having a rim, a first member received
within said shell, integral portions of said first member
extending therefrom to define said fingers, said securing
loop being carried by said first member, and a second
member having a rim secured within said shell beneath
said first member, said second member having a rim and
being held in place by operative engagement between
its rim and the rim of said shell, and having an aperture
through which said fingers and said securing loop extend.

12. In a button comprising connected top and bottom
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sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-

tion ‘comprising a shell, a first member received within®

said shell and having integral portions thereof defining -
a pair of bendable fingers extending therefrom toward:
said bottom section, and a second member secured within
said shell beneath said first member by direct engagement
with one of said shell and said first member, said second
member having an aperture through which sajd fingers
extend, said bottom. section having an aperture through
which said fingers pass when said sections are assembled,
said fingers being bendable over the outer surface of
said bottom section:to retain said sections in connected
position,

13. The button of claim 12, in which said second mem.
ber and said shell have rims, said second member being -

secured within said shell by direct engagement between

its rim and the rim of said shell.

14. In a button comprising connected top and bottom
sections; the improvement which comprises said top sec-
tion comprising a shell, a first member received within
said shell and having integral portions thereof defining a
pair of bendable fingers extending therefrom toward said
bottom section, said first member also carrying a se-
curing loop between and extending in the same direction
as said fingers, and a second member secured within
said shell by direct engagement with one of said’ shell
and said first member beneath said first member, said
second member having an aperture through which said
fingers and said securing member extend, said bottom
section having an aperture through which said fingers and
said securing loop pass when said sections are assembled,
said fingers being bendable over the outer surface of said
bottom section to retain said sections in connected posi-
tion.

15. The button of claim 14, in which said securing
loop comprises a loop of wire-like material the ends of
which_ are received in apertures in said first member.

16. The button of claim 14, in which said second mem-
ber and said shell have rims, said second member being
secured within said shell by direct engagement between
its rim and the rim of said shell. )

17. The button of claim 16, in which said securing
loop comprises a loop of wire-like material the ends ‘of
which are received in apertures in said first member.
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