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: 1 Claim.
1 ‘

This invention relates to dress forms and more
particularly to a method of making such forms
which correspond to a partlcular model or man-
nequin.

A principal object of my invention is to provide
a method of making a dress form which is ac-
curately moulded to the torso of its intended user
so that garments may be made with the same fit
and accuracy as though fitted on the user.

Another object of my invention is to eliminate
the inconvenience and loss of time incident to
individual fittings from time to time as new gar-
ments are desired.

A further object of my ;lnvention is to provlde

maker’s model or form

Other objects will appear from the accompany-
ing drawing and specifications in which:

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a tubular knit
gauze which is first applied in makmg a dress
form;

Fig. 2 is a rear view in perspectwe ‘ustrating
the fitting of the tubular gauze on the torso of
the mannequin;

Flg. 3 is a rear view in perspective showing
the tubular gauze fitted and a collar attached to
the gauze;

Fig. 4 is a front view in perspective showing
the method of measuring the mannequin;

Fig. 5 is a side view In elevation lllustrating

10

15

20

25

30

the method of measurlng ‘the posture of the

mannequin;

Fig. 6 is.a front view in perspective showing
the application of the ﬁrst strips to form the
shoulders of the dress form

Fig. 7 is a front view in perspective showlnv
the application of the strips to Iorm the skirt
of the dress form;

Fig. 8 is a front view in- perspective showing
the application of strips to form -the waist of
the dress form;

Fig. 9 is a front view in-perspeetive showmg
the initial application of strips 40 form the bust
of the dress form; ‘

Fig. 10 is a front view ‘in-perspective showing
a completed bust form -of one type;

Fig. 11 is a front-view in-perspective shewing
a complete bust form of another type, and -

Fig. 12 is a rear-view in perspeetive of the
completed dress form and:illustrating the meth-
od of cutting the form for-registry. -

Before the actual construction of the form-the
mode] first removes her onter garments- wwearing
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only her foundation garments, asa- ﬁrm foundea--

tion is easier to work on.
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.2

Referring more particularly to the drawing;
reference numeral 20 indicates the tubular knit
gauze which is the ﬁrst requisite of the makmg
in length. The tubular gauze is shpped over the -
model and if too wide it is shaped on the model
as shown in Pig. 2 and then removed and seamed
down the length of the gauze ‘and the excess cut
away leaving the gauze shaped closely to the
torso of the model. The gauze must not be tlght
enough, however, to depress the breasts.

The gauze is now cut down about seven inches
from the top as shown at 21 to form the arm-
holes.

The top portion of the gauze is now capped
smoothly over the shoulders as shown at 22 in
Fig. 3 and pinned by common pins 23." The back
seam should be pulléd off center to avoid thick-
ness when the form is ﬂnished and ready to be
cut off the model.

After the shoulders are smoothly pinned down
a band of muslin 24, appromma,tely two inches
wide cut straight of the goods is wrapped around
the neck- to forma collar which is then pinned to
the top of the tubular gauze by pms 25. The ends
of ‘the muslin bands are pinned together on one
side of the center (Fig. 3) to prevent the cut-
ting of the pins when the form is ﬁnally cut up
the ‘back when finished.

After the tubular gauze is fitted properly on
the model and the collar pmned in place the
model is very acurately ‘measured  before ' any
paper 4s applied: “The first measurement ‘taken
is around the waist.” The modelis first consulted
as to-the snugness of the fit and the tape pmned
in ‘place and the measurement: ‘Tecorded, as- at
26, see Fig. 4. Agreement about wa1st ‘measure-
ment is the most 1mportant point in this method
because it is accurately duplicated in the ﬁmshed
dress form and no alterations nor adjustments of
any kind ‘will be necessary.- 'I‘he waist tape -is
left in correct place until all ‘measurements have
been taken. Measurement is -then taken from
the floor to the shoulder seam as indicated-at 27.
The “height of ‘both shouldersis measured The
armhole measurement -is taken-as mdxcated at
28, the tape being hrought well up 1nto the ‘arm
plt The posture is taken by holdmg 2 yard stick
or the like by one-end -and leaving it- hang free as
close as possible to-the ‘body ‘without teuching it
and the d1stance the buttock: extends beyond
the shoulders, or how far in,is determlned See
Fig. 5.

“The model is mext seated and 'r/he modelmof
of the shoulders commenced. Short strips of
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gummed paper are crossed over the shoulders,
the first strip being placed close to the neck mak-
ing a joint between collar muslin and gauze.
Successive gummed strips are applied to the
shoulder areas in criss-cross fashion from the
neck seam line or collar to the tip of the shoulder
and extending over the shoulder line to form a
cap extension. These strips do not extend more
than 4 inches down from the shoulderline and
no strips are applied below the neck front or
back.

The model now stands with the proper posture

as before mentioned. Long strips of paper are .

now wrapped around the thigh portions of the
mannequin to form the bottom edge portion of
the dress form, these strips being positioned low
enough to reproduce all curves. These strips
may be almost to the knees on some figures.
In applying these strips, the first strip 33 is
wrapped around the bottom as low as determined
to make good figure reproduction and the ends
overlapped several inches as shown at 34. The
gauze 20 must be held down smoothly while this
first strip is applied at the bottom. The next
strip of paper 35 is now wrapped around in a
similar manner, the ends overlapping the same
as before and its lower edge overlapping the top
edge of strip 33 as shown at 36. A couple or
three more strips as indicated at. 37 and 38 are

now applied in a similar manner with their ends g3

generously overlapping and the lower edges over-
lapping each previous strip as before described.

Another long strip of paper 39 is wrapped
around the waist line and the measurement
taken, making sure that the waist measurement
is exactly the same as previously recorded. After
this strip is properly in place a second strip is
placed over it to more firmly hold it in place.
The papering of the skirt is continued by apply-
ing long strips of paper 40 and 41 with the lower
ends overlapping strip 38 and the upper ends
running diagonally upward over the hips as
shown. Another strip is now placed straight
across near the lower ends of strips 40 and 41 as
shown at 42, Fig. 8. The papering is continued
in a similar manner alternating diagonal and
straight strips to a point 43, a few inches below
the waist line.

When point 43 is reached a girdle is now
formed by applying strips of paper 44 about 8
inches long, placing them vertically around the
waist with the edges overlapping as shown. The
top and bottom ends of the strips 44 are very
much staggered to make a firmer bond with the
strips of paper to be applied over the girdle later.
The girdle is now covered with alternating diag-
onal and straight strips as described in forming
the skirt, as shown is Fig. 9. Care should be
taken that the diagonal strips amply cross each
other over the hips.

The skirt having been papered, the chest and
breasts are next papered. In forming the bust
of the dress form, long strips 45 and 46, Fig. 9,
are applied to the torso of the mannequin so that
they extend diagonally from points on opposite
sides just below the waist line upwardly in cross-
ing relation between the breasts to points at
the shoulders. When the first two strips are
affixed, additional strips are applied in the same
manner in cverlapping relation, the strips from
opposite sides being interlaced, as shown in
Fig. 10. A straight strip of paper 41 is now
wrapped around the model near the lower end
of strips 45 and 46. Other long strips of paper
48 and 49 are now applied crossing shortly below
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the neck and extending diagonally under the
arms as shown. These are now separately cov-
ered by applying in an overlapping fashion one-
half inch strips of gummed paper until they are
entirely covered. This process is continued until
the breasts and chest are covered. If the breasts
are well rounded they will be nicely covered by
this operation as shown in Fig. 10.

If the breasts are pointed they are very hard
to cover in this ‘manner, e. g. after the chest is
well covered by strips 45, 46, 41, 48 the points of
the breasts will still be protruding. The points
of the breasts are now separately covered by 2-
inch strips of paper applied over them in any
convenient manner such as indicated by 50 in
Fig. 11.  These strips must overlap. Other meth-
ods of covering pointed breasts may also be used
following their contour.

When the body is well covered and no thin
spots are left the neck is covered. This is the
last operation before cutting the form off the
model and is accomplished by applying strips of
paper 51 and 52, Fig. 11, starting at the sides of
the neck running forward and downward, cross-.
ing in front as shown. Similar strips.-of paper
are now applied but instead of running forward
they run backward and cross in back in a similar
manner. More strips of paper 53 and 54 are
similarly applied overlapping the top edges of
51 and 52 until the top of the muslin collar 24 is
reached. Straight strips of paper .are wrapped
around the top of the collar.

The form may now be reinforced by supple-
mental strips of paper where deemed necessary.
Preferably, after the dress form is ‘completed,
several strips are applied vertically from top to
bottom on the back of the form to reinforce the
arca which is to be cut for removing the form
from the mannequin,

Upon completing the papermg a number of
heavy vertically spaced horizontal lines 53 are
marked across the back as shown in Fig. 12. The
form is now cut up the center of the back as
shown at 54, the line of cut being substantially
straight except for a decided notch as shown at
55 a few inches below the waist line. The form
is now ready for removal. The lines 53 and the
notch 55 are for matching or registering the cut
edges after the form has been taken off the
model. The form is now gently removed from
the model and a tape placed around the waist
and pinned at exactly the measurement previ-
ously recorded Fig. 4 and left there until.the form
has been fastened together and dried. Long strips
are applied over the seam of the cut, overlapping
the edge portions of the form on both sides of the
cut seam. Any thin spots in the form are rein-
forced with additional strips as.required and the
form is then dried and lacquered.. The dress
form is then complete and is preferably mount-
ed to coincide with the height and posture of
the model or mannequin,

Having described my invention what I claim
and desire to protect by Letters Patent is:

The method of making a dress form compris-
ing the steps of applying a thin fabric around a
mannequin and fitting said fabric to conform to
the mannequin, forming a shell on said fabric
and conforming to the mannequin by succes-
sively applying and adhering a plurality of strips
in overlapping relation on said fabric until the
torso of the mannequin is completely covered
with said strips, producing a series of vertically
spaced horizontal marks on the back of said
shell, cutting said shell up the back and across
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said marks and in a line to form at least one "REFERENCES CITED )
notch adjacent the waist portion of said shell, The following references are of record in the
removing said shell from the mannequin by - fje of this patent: :
spreading the cut edges thereof, positioning' said
cut edges together with said notch interfitted 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS
and with said marks in register, and securing the Number Name Date
juxtaposed cut edges together to provide a per- 722,983 Hoffmann _____.__ Mar. 17, 1903
manent dress form. 1,026,832 Schindheim ...~ May 21, 1912
1,115,567 Plannett - _____ Nov. 3, 1914
ESTER NYBERG. 10 2,151,017 Dorru o Mar. 21, 1939
. 2,285,376 Lovell oo~ Jan. 2, 1942

2,376,553 Patten - May 22, 1945




