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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 261,865, dated August 1, 1882. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, HENRY W. MATHER 

and JosBPH. KEARNEY, both citizens of the 
United States, the former residing at Bloom 

5 ingdale, Passaic county, New Jersey, and the 

Io 

IS 

25 

35 

latter residing at Millburn, Essex county, New 
Jersey, have jointly invented an Improved 
Fabric for Carpet-Linings and similar Pur 
poses, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. - 

The distinguishing feature of our fabric is 
that it is composed of one flexible homogene 
ous sheet with one plain smooth face and 
one face covered or studded with elevations in 
the nature of numerous small elastic cushions. 
These cushions are made by forming depres 
sions in one face of the sheet by pressure, the 
material being in palt compressed and in part 
displaced, that which is displaced serving to 
elevate the adjacent cushions or raised parts 
above the general or normal level of the sheet. 
We prefer to employ for our fabric some felted 
material. The depressions and elevations may 
be of any shape, and may be formed by com 
pression with any mechanism. We contein 
plate employing a properly-engraved roll; but 
other means may be used. The depressions 
may be formed while the paperor felt is in 
process of making or afterward, as desired. 

In the drawings, wherein our improved fab 
ric is illustrated, Figure 1 is a plan view of 
the upper or roughened side, and Fig. 2 is a 
cross-section of the same on the line 22 in 
Fig. 1. 
Let at a representlines of depressions formed 

in the face of the sheet and arranged to cross 
each other-in this instance at right angles. 
These form by intersection elevations bb, which 
rise a little above the normal level of the sheet, 
as shown in the margin 0. 
The compression of the sheet adds strength 

to it, and the displacement of material imparts 
elasticity to the elevations upon which the car. 
pet rests-forexample, when the fabric is used 

(No model.) 

as a lining. The lower smooth face of the fab 
ric rests flat upon the floor. 
Corrugated linings-that is to say, those in 

which an elevation on one side registers or 
coincides with a depression on the other side 
are soon flattened by pressure, as the eleva 
tions have no base to support them, and the 
elevation being compressed is not of course 
soft and elastic. 
We are of course fully aware that linings 

composed of two sheets of paper with an in 
terposed fibrous filling arranged in strips or 
bars have been proposed, and we make no claim 
to these. 
sheet of paper has been pasted to an unper 
forated sheet to form a cellular lining; but 
these are hard and stiff, and are liable to split 
in use and the dust to get between the sheets. 
Our fabric is homogeneous and not composed 
of several elemental fabrics. Such linings are 
comparatively expensive, and are not, we be 
lieve, so durable as ours. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim 

We are also aware that a perforated 
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1. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a fabric made from one sheet of felted mate 
rial, having depressions formed by compression 
in one face only, and elevations between said 
depressions, substantially as specified. 

2. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a carpet-lining made from a single sheet or 
thickness of felted material, and having de 
pressions and elevations formed in and on one 
side only by means of compression, substan 
tially as set forth. 

In witness whereof we bave hereunto signed 
our names in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

HENRY W. MATHER, 
JOSEPH. KEARNEY. 

Witnesses: 
EENRY CONNELL, 
ARTHUR. C. FRASER. 
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