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My invention relates to machines for the dispensing of gummed tape, the tape dis 
pensed to be used in the wrapping of pack 
ages and the like as a substitute for cord 
or string, and has for its object the carrying 
within the frame of one or more widths of 
tape, power means for dispensing the same 
and selective means for dispensing the width 
of tape required for the package or article 
to be wrapped. 
A further object of my machine consists 

in providing means within the machine for 
moistening the gummed surface of the tape, 
as the same is being dispensed. 
A further object of my device, consists in providing a manipulating hand member 

adapted to complete an electric circuit, by 
the same being depressed selective means is 
provided for selecting the desired width of 
the tape to be dispensed, and when the cir 
cuit has been completely broken and the de 
sired amount of tape having been dispensed, 
the return of the hand member to normal 
position, will automatically cut the tape dis 
pensed through the action of the shearing 
blade carried on the lower end of the same. 
A further object of my invention, consists 

in the arrangement of the parts in such a 
manner that the cutting of the tape is made 
upon the unmoistened portion of the tape. 
With these and incidental objects in view, 

the invention consists in certain novel fea 
tures of construction and combination of 
parts, the essential elements of which are set 
forth in the appended claims, and a pre 
ferred form of embodiment of which is here 
inafter shown with reference to the draw 
ings which accompany and form a part of 
this specification. 
In the drawings:- 
Fig. 1 is a longitudinal cross section view 

of the machine, taken on line 1-1 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the assembled ma 

chine partially in section and with a part of 
the case of the machine shown removed. 

Fig. 3 is a partially inverted plan view, 
taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 1, looking in the 
direction indicated. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the manipulating 
hand member, located above the stem to 
which it is attached and the contact point 
for manipulating the selective release of the 
tape to be used. 

Fig. 5 is a cross section view, taken on 

line 5-5 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction indicated. 
Fig. 6 is across section view, taken on 

line 6-6 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction indicated. 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the knife 

and stem for manipulating the selective feed 
and for cutting the ribbon when desired 

Fig. 8 is a cross section view of the knife 
end of the guideways for supporting the 
Sale 

Like reference characters refer to like 
parts throughout the several views. 
1 is the base of the machine, having side 

wall frame members 2, disposed upon either 
side of the base and extending practically 
vertical from the base. A shaft 3, is main 
tained within the side wall members 2, in suitable bearings and is held in position by 
thumb nuts 4 and 5, disposed on either end 
of the same. Mounted upon this shaft are 
one or more rolls of gummed paper, here 
shown as two in number, as shown at 6 and 
7, the same being positioned upon the shaft 
by a spacer 8, which is secured to the wall 
structure of the machine by a suitable fas 
tening means as a screw 9. Different sized 
spacers may be used to accommodate dif 
ferent width of rolls. The gummed paper is 
conducted from the roll through channel 
Sixty or tubes 10 and 10, and passes 
etween the feed rolls 11 and 12 and 29 and 

29A. The lower feed rolls 11 and 29A are 
mounted on a rocking support or yokes 11 
and 29 respectively, which are rockabl 
mounted about shaft 13, secured to the side 
wall members of the machine. A power unit 
14, as an electric motor, is mounted upon a 
base support 15, within the frame structure 
and is energized through an electric circuit, 
through the electric cords 16 and 17, which 
are connected to an outside source of elec 
tric energy. 
When it is desired to secure gummed tape 

from the machine, the operating handle or 
knob 18, is lowered by the hand of the op 
erator. If it is desired to secure a wide 
tape, the operating handle which is freely 
mounted on the sliding stand 24, is turned 
until the contacting arm 19, is made to en 
gage with the trip 20, which is normally 
held in raised position through the action 
of compression spring 21, SERE OO 
the bracket 22, at which time the lower feed 
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roll 29, is disengaged from indirect con 
tact with the underside of roll 29 disposed 
thereabove, and with the broad is tape. The further depression of the knob 
18, causes the electric switch member 23, 
which is mounted to the vertical stem 24 to 
contact with the switch member 25, thus 
closing the electric circuit to the power unit 
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14, is then energized, turning the armature 
of the motor and the worm 26, which is se 
cured to the shaft thereof. The worm 26, 
engages the Worm wheel2, which is mount 
ed on the shaft 27A which is rotated thereby. 
The shaft 27A also carries the feed rolls 29, 
and 12 which are rotated thereby, the roll 29 
feeding the wider gummed tape from the 
roll 7. The side wall members 30 and 30 
are positioned parallel to each other, and are 
spaced apart sufficiently to permit the stem. 
24, to freely slide therebetween. The side 
wall members are each provided with open 
ings of size and shape equal to the size and 
shape of the interior of the tubes 10 and 10, 
The lower end of the stem 24 is broadened 
out into a rectangular plate 24, and the 
holes 28 and 28 are formed through this 
plate. The lower edge of each of the holes 
28 and 28 are formed at an angle to the 
horizontal as shown at 28° and 28°, to form the cutting edges or knives of my device. 
The normal position of the stem 24, is such 
that the holes 28 and 28 are positioned 
above the tubes 10 and 10. In operation 
the knob 18 is depressed, which depresses 
the plate 24 so that the holes 28 and 28 
will register with the tubes 10 and 10, and 
tape will pass through one or the other of 
the holes through the plate 24; and if the 
knob is released, the stem 24 and the plate 
24A will rise to normal position, brought 
about by means of a spring 38, hereinafter 
described, the electric circuit to the motor 
14 will be opened and the motor and ma 
chine stopped, and the paper strip passing 
through the machine will be cut by one or 
the other of the cutting edges or knives 28 
and 28 as the case may be. The depression 
of the knob or handle 18, depresses the stem 
24, also, and in doing so, the openings 28 
and 28, are made to register with the open 
ings 10 and 10 through the side wall mem 
bers 30 and 30 which form a guideway for 
the stem and which is best shown in Fig. 8. 
This permits the gummed tape to pass 
through the opening 28. 
A liquid, as water, is contained within the 

basin 31, in which the wetting roll 32, ro 
tates. The tape comes in contact with the 
wetted roller through the action of a holding 
down roller 33, disposed above the roller 32. 
The roller 32 is freely mounted upon the 
shaft 37, and rotation is imparted to it by 
engagement with the roller 33 which is ro 
tated by means hereafter explained. The 
shaft 37 mounting the roll 33, is revolvably 
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mounted to the outer ends of each of the 
arms 37 and 37, the inner ends of said 
arms being loosely mounted to the shaft 27. 
An engaging train of revolvable gears 34, 35, 
and 36 are mounted respectively to the shaft 
27, to the arm 37 intermediate its ends, 
and to the shaft 37; and it will be seen that 
when the shaft 27A is rotated, shaft 37 with 
its associated roll 33 will also be rotated. 
The roll 33 normally rests upon and rotates 
the roll 32, and will rotate roll 32 when it, 
itself is rotated. The paper strip passes be 
tween the two rolls 33 and 32 when they are 
rotating, and as the strip passes between the 
rolls, the under or coated side of the paper 

l receive moisture from the wetting roll 
32. 

Moistened tape of the selected width will 
be dispensed through this train of move 
ments and over the wetted roll until the 
desired length has been secured, at which 
time the operator's hand is removed from 
the knob 18, which permits the return of 
the stem 24, which breaks the circuit and 
stops the motor on the upward movement 
of the stem, which is caused by the action of 
the compression spring disposed about the 
stem, as shown at 38. The spring 38 is com 
pressed on the downward movement of the 
stem and which automatically returns the 
stem to normal position when the knob 18 
is released. - 
Should it be desired to dispense the 

narrow gummed tape, the contacting arm 
19, is moved to engage with the trip 20 as 
best shown in Fig. 5, at which time the 
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same train of operations are set in motion, 
with the exception that the hinged feed 
roll 11, disposed beneath the wide gummed 
t to feed the same, is disengaged from 
roll 12, and the wide tape 7 is not drawn 
from the roll and upon the actuation of the 
machine the narrow tape 6 only is dispensed. 
Should it be desirable to dispense both 

narrow and wide at the same operation, the 
same may be accomplished by the permit 
ting of the contacting point 19, to be de 
pressed without contacting with either of 
the rolls at which time the same train of 
mechanisms will be set in operation, with 
the exception that both narrow and wide 
gummed tape will be dispensed to the re 
quired length, after which time the train of 
operations are stopped and the hand devices 
are permitted to return to normal position, 
at which time both narrow and the wide 
gummed tape are sheared off on the return 
of the hand device. 
The hand device may be rotated within 

certain limits, the movement of which is 
governed by the stop pins or guides 40 and 
41, disposed at either side of the same. To 
facilitate the engagement of the contacting 
arm 19, with either of the trips 20 and 20A 
the same is made to contact with either of 
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the stop pins 40 or 41, and when depressed 
is positioned directly over the trip for dis 
engaging one of the feed rolls. This is 
shown in the position of the contacting arm 
19, engaging with the stop pin 40, in Fig. 4. 
The arm 19 being shown in dotted position. 
While the form of mechanism herein 

shown and described is admirably adapted 
to fulfill the objects primarily stated it is 
to be understood that it is not intended to 
confine the invention to the one form of en 
bodiment herein shown and described, as it 
is susceptible of embodiment in various 
forms, all coming within the scope of the 
claims which follow. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In a selective gummed tape dispensing 

machine, a frame, paper roll suspension 
means in said frame; guide tubes leading to 
passageways through a vertical guideway; 
guide tubes leading from said passageways 
to a moistening roll: a shaft mounted trans 
versely of said frame, a pair of rolls on said 
shaft, a pair of yokes rockably mounted be 
low said shaft; a roll on each yoke engag 
ing the first mentioned rolls, a vertical 
guideway provided with transvel'se passage 
ways; a stem slidable in said guideway; a 
plate formed on the lower end of said stem 
provided with passageways, shears formed 
in said last mentioned passageways; a spring 
upon said stem normally maintaining the 
last mentioned passageways elevated above 
the first mentioned passageways; a knob free 
ly mounted to the upper end of said stem: 
vertical trips connected to the free end of 
each yoke; an arm on said knob to engage 
either of said trips when said stem is de 
pressed; a pair of arms pivoted at their in 
ner ends to said shaft: a roll revolvably 
mounted at the outer ends of said arms; a 
train of gears connecting said last mentioned 
roll to said shaft; an idler moistening roll 
mounted below the last mentioned roll and 
operated thereby; an electric motor to oper 
ate said shaft; and mechanism associated 
with said stem to stop and start said motor. 

2. In a selective gummed tape dispensing 
machine, a frame, paper roll suspension 
means in said frame; a shaft mounted trans 
versely of said frame, a pair of rolls on said 
shaft a pair of yokes rockably mounted 
below said shaft; a roll on each yoke engag 
ing the first mentioned rolls; a pair of spaced 
plates vertically mounted to form a guide: 
way; passageways formed through said 
plates for the passage of tape therethrough; 
a stem vertically slidable between said plates; 
a plate formed on the lower end of said steln 
provided with passageways to embrace the 
passageways in the first mentioned plates; 
said last passageways having their lower 
edges disposed to form diagonal shearing 
blades; a spring upon said stem normally 

maintaining the last mentioned passageways 
elevated above the first mentioned passage 
ways; a knob freely mounted to the upper 
end of said stem; trips, slidable vertically, 
connected to the free end of each yoke; 
springs maintaining said trips at the limit 
of their upward movement: an arm on said 
knob to engage either of said trips when said 
stem is depressed: an idler moistening roll 
mounted in said frame; a locking support 
mounted to the aforementioned shaft, a 
roll mounted to said rocking support and 
connected to said shaft by a train of gears; 
said last mentioned roll normally resting 
upon and engaging the moistening roll; an 
electric motor to operate said shaft; and 
mechanism associated with said stem to stop 
and start said motor when said stem is in 
raised and lowered position respectively. 

3. In a selective gunmed tape dispensing 
machine, a frame, paper roll suspension 
means in said frame: a shaft mounted trans 
versely of said frame, a pair of rolls on said 
shaft; a pair of yokes rockably mounted be 
low said shaft; a roll on each yoke engag 
ing the first mentioned rolls: a pair of 
spaced plates vertically mounted to form a 
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guideway; passageways formed through said 
plates for the passage of paper tape there 
through; a stem vertically slidable between 
said plates; a plate formed on the lower 
end of said stem provided with passageways 
to embrace the passageways in the first men 
tioned plates; said last mentioned passage 
ways having their lower edges disposed to 
form diagonal shearing blades; a spring 
upon said stem normally maintaining the 
last mentioned passageways elevated above 
the first mentioned passageways; a knob free 
ly mounted to the upper end of said stern; 
trips, slidable vertically, connected to the 
free end of each yoke; springs maintaining 
said trips at the limit of their upward nove 
ment; an arm on said knob to engage either 
of said trips when said stem is depressed; 
an idler moistening roll mounted in said 
frame; a rocking support mounted to the 
aforementioned shaft, a roll mounted to said 
rocking support and connected with said 
shaft by a train of gears; said last men tioned roll freely resting upon and engaging 
the moistening roll; guide tubes leading 
from a point adjacent said paper roll Suspen 
sion means to the passageways in one of the 
plates forming the guideway: guide tubes 
ieading from the passageways in the other 
of said plates, to a point adjacent the moist 
tening roll; an electric motor to operate Stil 
shaft; and mechanism associated with said 
stem to stop and start said notor when said 
stem is in raised and lowered position re spectively. 

WILLIAM E. LANSCOM. 
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