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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Caarres A, MiLLzr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Marshalltown, in the county of Marshall and

. State of Towa, have invented a certain new
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and useful Hitehing-Post, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
hitching post of simple, durable and inex-

. pensive construction, so arranged that the

operator may quickly and easily connect a
hitching strap with the post without tying
any knots in the strap, and when thus con-
nected the strap will be firmly and immov-
ably held until veleased by the pressure of a
knob at the side of the hitching post.

My invention consists in the construction,
arrangement and combination of the various
parts of the device whereby the objects con-
templated are attained as hereinafter more
fully set forth, pointed out in my claims, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— .

Figure 1 shows a top or plan view of a
hitehing post embodying my invention with
a strap therein. Fig. 2 shows a front eleva-
tion of the hitching post embodying my in-
vention with the knob removed and with a
hitching strap in position therein, the stem of
the knob and the strap being shown in sec-
tion: Fig. 3 shows a sectional view on the lin
3—3 of ¥ig. 2; and Fig. 4 shows a detail, sec-
tional view of the pin to which the hitching
strap is connected. :

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
T have used the reference numeral 10 to indi-
cate the base of the device to which the lag
serew 11 is connected, said lag screw being
designed to enter a wooden post or the like.
At the top of the hitching post is a substan-
tially cylindrical body portion 12, having a
slot 13 at one side. The edges of the base 10
adjacent to the slot are preferably provided
with rounded ribs 14.

Within the cylindrical body portion 12,
near its lower end, is an integral sleeve 15
extended through the side opposite the slot
13 toward the center of the body portion 12,
and the side of the cylinder 12 in line with
the sleeve 15 is provided with an opening.
Slidably mounted in said opening is a pin 16
having a knob 17 on its outer end and a
smaller rounded projection 18 on its inner
end designed to enter the sleeve 15, Mount-
ed within said sleeve and surrounding the
part 18 is an extensible coil spring 19 having
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one end in engagement with the body por-
tion of the pin 16 to thereby normally hold
the knob 17 at its outer limit of movement.
Fixed to the pin 16 is an upright 20 having a
lLiead 21 at its upper end, the lower portion of
said head being contained below the top of
the body portion 12. A flange 22 projects
rearwardly from the part 20 and extends
over the sleeve 15. By this arrangement it is
obvious that the upright 20 may move with-
in the cylinder toward and from the slot 13
and that its movement may be effected in
one direction by pushing the kmob 17 in-
wardly, and will be effected in the other di-
rection by the spring 19.  The hitching strap
isindicated by the reference numeral 23.

In practical use and assuming that it is
desired to connect: the hitching strap with
the post, the operator then forms a loop
in the end portion of the hitching strap and
passes said loop around the head 21 of the
upright 20 and extends the portions of the
hitching strap adjacent to the loop through
the slot13. When this is done, the pressure
of the spring 19 will force the upright 20 to
position for clamping the hitching strap be-
tween the upright and the sides of the slot
13, and a pull upon the strap will only tend
to more firmlv elamp the strap in its position,
hence the strap cannot be released by any
pull upon it which would ordinarily be given
by a horse. When it is desired to release
the strap, the operator presses upon the
knob 17, thus forcing the knob and the up-
right inwardly toward the center of the
body portion 12 and away from the slot 13,
whereupon the strap may readily be pulled
out of the hitching post. By this arrange-
merit it is obvious that a hitehing strap may
be quickly and easily attached to the post
and when once attached will be firmly held,
and that it may also be quickly and easily
removed from the post. Furthermore, the
entire device is of simple and inexpensive
construction.

I claim as my invention.

1. A hitching post comprising a holiow
body portion having a slot at one side,
an upright mounted therein and capable of
movement toward and [rom the slot, said
upright having an enlarged head, the lower
end of which 1s below the top of the slot, a
spring actuated means for normally holding
the said upright toward the slot; and a knob
connected with the upright for moving it
away {rom the slot.
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2. An improved hitching post, comprising
a base, means for connecting the base to a
stationary support, a body portion sup-
ported upon the base substantially cylin-
drical in shape and formed with 2 slot af one
side, & sleeve within the body portion ex-

tended from the side opposite the slot to- |

ward the center ol the body portion, said
body portion having an opening in line
with the sleeve, a pin slidably mounted in
said opening and inserted in the sleeve, a
knob on the outer end of the pin, an ex-
tensible coil spring mounted upon the pin
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and inserted in the sleéve, an upright fixed
to the pin, a flange connected to the up-
right and resting upon said sleeve, said up-
right formed with a head the lower portion
thereof being contained within the said
body portion, substantially as and for the
purposes stated.
Des Moines, Towa, Aug. 22, 1908.
’ CHARLES A. MILLER.
Witnesses: '
B. A Cranpari,
- P. M. Pavrnw.
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