- (No Model.) -
M. A. LOWRY.
REIN OR STRAP GUIDE.

No. 577,191, Patented Feh. 16, 1897,

, : - Towventdor

Witresses | ,  Mark AL “;f%//

e ik

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO:LITHO., WASHINGTON, ©. C.




20

25

30

35

40

45

UNITED "STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE,

MARK A. LOWRY, OF CHELSEA, MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR TO ARCHIE W.
WILKINSON, OF SAME PLACE.

REIN OR STRAP GUIDE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 577,191, dated February 16, 1897.
Application filed April 23, 1896, Serial No. 588,771, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARK A. LOWRY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chelsea,
in the county of Washtenaw and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rein or Strap Guides, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. »

The invention consists in the construction
of a rein guide and support for harness; and
it consists in the construction of a loop or an
eye which may readily be attached to any de-
sired part of the harness—for instance, to the
hip-straps or neck-straps, or both—to serve as
a guide for the reins, so that they cannot-en-
gage over the end of the shafts or so that they
will not rest on the horse to cause him to
lather in warm weather, to prevent the ani-
mal from switching the reins under his tail,
and prevent lines catching under buckles and
end of straps on hip-straps. It may be used
in any other place where a guide or eye is-de-
sired to be used.

The invention further consists in the con-
struetion, arrangement, and combination of
the various parts, all as more fully herein-
after described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved device, showing it de-
tached and the key removed. Figs. 2 and 3
are sections through it, showing the parts in
different positions. ’

My device I form in the shape of a ring or
an eye,preferably of thin sheet metal, (or other
suitable material,) by bending it into the de-
sired shape with the ends overlapping. For
the purpose of more easily describing it I will
refer to the different sides by different letters.

A is the base, preferably straight, and at

each end are the apertures B in the slightly-

inelined end or base portions C. -

D are the ends, and E the top, preferably
formed as a spring-bar extending over the en-
tire top and overlapping the opposite end F,

as shown, and which may project far enough
to form a finger-hold under the end, as shown
in Fig. 2; but this I do not consider ordina-
rily desirable.

To apply it, the strap to which it is to be
secured is passed through the apertures B, as
shown in Fig. 2, and then a spring-key II is
forced through above the strap and engaged
between the strap and the edge of the aper-
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tures, as shown in Fig. 3, securely holding it 55

in position. This key preferably has a lip G,
by means of which it may be withdrawn or
pushed into place.

This loop or eye forms an ornamental at-

tachmenttoaharness, and therein may either 6o

be threaded through or engaged by lifting the
spring-bar E, as shown in Fig. 3.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. Areinorstrapguide, consisting of astrip
of metal bent into a loop or eye, and having
apertures in its opposite ends near the base
through which the securing-strap passes, and
akey passing through the apertures and span-
ning the intermediate space whereby the por-
tions of the strap between the apertures are
held in engagement with the base of the loop.

2. Arein orstrap guide consisting of a loop
or eye formed of a single piece of sheet metal
bent into the form desired with overlapping
ends, having opposite aperturesnear the base,
and a key substantially as described.

3. A rein or strap guide consisting of a sin-
gle piece of sheet metal bent to form the base
A, inclined base or end sections Chaving ap-
ertures B therein, the ends, and the top, the
latter formed by the spring-bar E overlapping
the opposite end, and the spring-key H hav-
ing the finger-piece G, the parts arranged as
and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .

MARK A. LOWRY.

Witnesses:

JoHN 8. CUMMINGS,
ORRIN T. HOOVER.
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