
April 27, 1954 R. S. MOUSHON 2,676,777 
DISPLAY DEVICE 

Filled Dec. 28, 195 

rvuervo, 

  



Patented Apr. 27, 1954 2,676,777 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,676,777 

DISPLAY DEVICE 

Richard S. Moushon, Peoria Heights, III. 
Application December 28, 1951, Serial No. 263,910 

1. 
This invention relates to display racks as well 

as to book rests. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

device which is readily and quickly set up for 
use in displaying articles of sale, or the display 
of open books, and which can be as easily col 
lapsed into a Substantially flat form for storage 
or Shipment. 
Another object is to furnish a display device 

which includes a part presenting a Supporting 
Surface for the display of articles of Sale, or that 
Will Support a book in the proper position or 
angle accommodated to the eyes of a reader, and 
Which includes a pair of Spaced Supports for Said 
part together With a hinged portion located be 
tween said Supports for receiving the same there 
against, and in providing an elastic means for 
maintaining the whole in a sturdy manner when 
Set up for use. 
In order that the device may be fully under 

stood, the accompanying drawing is provided 
forming part hereof and wherein 

Fig. 1 illustrates the device in perspective as 
an elevation thereof. 

Fig. 2 likewise shows the device in perspective 
as viewed from the rear thereof. 

Fig. 3 shows the device, again in perspective, 
as it appears when tipped upon its side as seen 
at its under side. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation as viewed in trans 
Verse Section. 

Fig. 5 is a detail in part section of parts shown 
in the earlier figures. 

Fig. 6 is a detail similar to Figure 5 but slightly 
modified in form. 

Fig. 7 is a transverse Section of part of the de 
vice produced in line 7-7 of Figure 1, and 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the device in its 
collapsed form. 

In the described figures of the drawing the 
reference character f denotes a pair of spaced 
members of a triangular form, in this instance, 
these being of Suitable light weight material, such 
as heavy paper, for example. In their positions 
for use in the display stand, or rack, these mem 
bers Stand erect and in spaced relation as seen 
in Figure 2, being each attached at corresponding 
edges to the inclined edges of a member 2, the 
hinging for convenience and low cost being ac 
complished by the use of cloth strips denoted 
at 3 in the first three figures, and also in Figure 
7. In this manner the said members may swing 
On their hinges in the direction of each other. 
Preferably when used as a book rack the inclined 
member 2 may include an extended ledge 4 at its 
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front lower edge on which the book is Sup 
ported. 
At the upper edge of the member 2 between 

the members f is hinged a flap 5 which depends 
from Said edge between the said members as 
clearly shown in Figure 2, the length of said flap 
being such as to receive the members in abut 
ment thereon, preferably when the latter lie par 
allel to each other. 
In the present instance an elastic cord 6 is 

stretched between the members , their ends 
being Suitably attached to the same as by buttons 

or other desired means. Instead of the cord, 
hoWeWer, a Wire 8, as in Figure 6, may be em 
ployed and which may include a coil-spring 8', 
for example. In either case it is clear that the 
members Will be kept in firm abutment With 
the flap 5, the cord, or the Wire, as the case may 
be, being always under tension, and to the ex 
tent, too, that if the flap 5 were not present as 
shown the said members would be held closed 
upon the rear side of the member 2 as shown in 
Figure 8. 
The depending flap is also controlled by an 

elastic member 9 Whose ends are affixed to and 
between the Said flap and the member 2 by 
buttons 9, for example. 
Due to the pull of the cord, or wire, thus al 

Ways under StreSS, as explained, the flap 5 as 
viewed in the Several figures is held in abutment 
With the stretched cord 6 which acts as a stop 
therefor which so happens in the present ar 
rangement of the several elements. Naturally, 
any special stop may be employed to limit the 
movement of the flap in the direction of the 
member 2 were the device constructed in a slight 
ly different manner, where the cord 6 might not 
be in position, as in this instance, to consti 
tute the movement limiting means for said fiap. 
As constructed the device in one of the posi 

tions of the parts thereof is a collapsed one as in 
Figure 8, as has already been mentioned, the flap 
5 having been withdrawn from its position be 
tween the members , the cord 6 in control of the 
latter having drawn them toward each other and 
made to lie upon the member 2. This action is 
followed by the flap, naturally, due to the pull 
of its cord 9. In this flat form the device may 
be readily 'stacked” with others for storage or 
shipment, for example, 
To set the device up for use it is only necessary 

for the operator to grasp a member in each 
hand and separate them in drawing them from 
beneath the flap 5 whereupon the latter Will 
enter between them by the pull of the cord 9 
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thereon, Said flap coming to rest upon the cord 
6, as explained. 
At any angle of inclination of the member 2 

the action of the device will be as described, it 
being a mere matter of the form of the tri 
angular members as respects the said angle of 
inclination. 

claim: 
A device of the nature described including in 

its construction a first member of rectangular 
form for erection at one of its edges upon a Sup 
porting Surface, said member so supported being 
inclined at an angle to said surface, a second and 
third flat member hinged each at one of its edges 
to one of two opposite edges of said first mem 
ber, Said Second and third member each having 
a normally upright position upon the said sup 
porting Surface for supporting the first member 
in its inclined position, a fourth member hinged 
at One edge to the first said member distant 
from and Substantially paralleling the edge of 
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the same that rests upon the supporting sur 
face, elastic means connected to and between 
the Said Second and third members and con 
stantly tending to draw those members toward 
each other, and elastic means attached to and 
between the said first member and the Said fourth 
member and constantly tending to draw those 
members toward each other, the first named elas 
tic member having a position to act as an abut 
ment for receiving the said fourth member 
against it. 
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