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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HJALMAR NILSEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in Dah 
len township, in the county of Nelson and 
State of North Dakota, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Coup 
lers for Traction-Engines; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a simple, cheap, and efficient coupler espe 
cially adapted for use to couple separators 
for traction-engines. 
To this end it consists of the novel devices 

and combinations of devices hereinafter de 
scribed, and defined in the claim. In the accompanying drawings, which 
illustrate my invention, like characters indi 
cate like parts throughout the several views. 

Figure 1 is a plan view in diagram illus 
trating my improved coupler applied in the 
rear portion of the traction-engine and show 
ing the improved coupler applied to the rear 
platform of the traction-engine and coupled 
to the pole of the separator. Fig. 2 is a plan 
view with some parts broken away, showing 
the improved coupler removable from work 
ing position. Fig. 3 is a front elevation of 
the improved; coupler; and Fig. 4 is a detail 
in side elevation, Rowing the head on the end 
of the separator-pole and showing also a por 
tion of the improved coupler. 
The numeral 1 indicates the wheels, and 

the numeral 2 the body, and the numeral 3 
the rear end platform or support of the trac 
tion-engine, said parts being shown diagram 
matically. 
The numeral 4 indicates the front wheels, 

the numeral 5 the body, and the numeral 6 
the short pole, of the separator. The pole 6 
at its free forward end is provided with a 
head formed with vertically - spaced for 
wardly-projecting ears or straps 7 and with 
a vertical pin 8, passed through and rigidly 
secured to said ears. 
The body of the improved coupler is made 

up of a pair of horizontally-disposed verti 
cally-spaced plates 9, that are spaced apart 
by thimbles 10 and are rigidly secured to 
gether and to the platform 3 of the engine by 
bolts or rivets 11 passed through said plates 
9, through said thimbles 10, and through 

said platform. At the rearwardly-project 
ing ends the plates 9 are formed with crotches 
or diverging notches 12. 
An approximately L-shaped latch-lever 13 

is provided at its elbow portion to the inter 
mediate portion of the plates 9 by means of a 
bolt or pin. 14. Said lever 13 works between 
the two plates 9 and at its forwardly-project 
ing end is provided with a beveled hook or 
nose 15, which forwardly stands, as best 
shown in Fig. 2, with its beveled portion ex 
tending diagonally across the crotch formed 
by the notches 12 and with its hooked por 
tion in position to clamp and hold the pin 8 
of Fi,pole at the extreme end portion of said 
Crotch. 
The coiled spring 16, attached to one of the 

plates 9 and to the forwardly-projecting arm 
of the lever 13, normally holds said arm 
against a fixed stop 17 on the lower plate 9. 
The laterally-projecting arm of the lever 13 
projects from the plates 9 and affords a hand 
piece by means of which the lock-lever may 
be forced into an inoperative position against 
the tension of the spring 16, and thereby 
releasing the pin 8 of the pole-head. 
As is evident, by the coupling of the head 

to the pole 6, the coupling may be automatic 
ally effected simply by forcing the pin 8 
against the beveled outer portion of the 
hook 15. As is evident, when the separator 
is coupled to the engine, as shown in Fig. 1, 
the pole 6 thereof is free for lateral pivotal 
movements with respect to the coupler, but 
will be securely held thereby until its release 
is intentionally accomplished by a positive 
movement of the lock-lever 13, accom plished by taking hold of the laterally-pro 
jecting arm or handpiece thereof. 
The coupler described is of small cost, is 

strong, durable, and generally efficient for 
the purposes had in view. 
WE I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is as foll 
lows: . . 

The combination with a platform or sup 
port 3, of a coupler comprising a pair of 
rigidly-connected plates 9, one of which is 
placed directly against said platform, thim 
bles 10 spacing said plates apart, bolts or 
rivets 11 passing through said two plates 9, 
through said thimbles, and through said 
platform 3, and rigidly connecting the said 
parts together, said plates 9 having a crotch 
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formed by notches 12, located at their pro- and yieldingly holding said lever against Io 
jected ends, one of plates 9 having a stop 17, said stop 17, substantially as described. 
a lock-lever 13 pivotally connected to and In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
Wrig between sis RE 9, d Ele in presence of two witnesses. 5 with a projecting handpiece and formed at 
its Fow ESR; end with a beveled H.JALMAR NILSEN. 
hook 15, coöperating with said crotch formed Witnesses: 
by said notches 12, and a spring 16 attached GEORGE D. KELLEY, 
to said lever 13 and to one of said plates 9, C. N. FRICEI. 


