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This invention relates to envelopes in general but more 
particularly and specifically to an envelope designed and 
constructed to permit the convenient dispensing of pills, 
capsules, candy, chiclets and other similar small articles 
and at the same time provide a closed envelope for the 
storage or retention of those remaining articles which 
have not been dispensed from it. 
The envelope can be particularly advantageously used 

by physicians or pharmacists in furnishing pills or tablets 
to their patients and provides a combined dispensing and 
storage envelope from which the patient can periodically 
remove doses. 
An object of the invention is the provision of an 

envelope of the character described which can be made 
from a single sheet of material and can be fabricated 
quickly and comparatively cheaply yet be highly efficient 
in operation. 

In the accomplishment of the desired objects the en 
velope is constructed and arranged so that in use the 
major portion of the envelope remains sealed while a 
small portion thereof can be conveniently opened and 
closed when contents or doses therefrom are removed, 
with the closure being so constructed that the contents 
of the envelope will not accidentally fall out. 

Other objects and advantages of the envelope will ap 
pear from the following description when read in the 
light of the accompanying drawings which illustrate an 
envelope embodying the inventive concept. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view in elevation showing the back of the 

envelope at the time of its delivery to the patient or 
patron, a portion of the view being broken away to 
efter illustrate the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the dispensing 

flap in an open position to permit dispensing or discharge 
from the envelope. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the dis 
pensing flap in its closed position subsequent to having 
been opened. 

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3, looking in the direction indicated by arrows. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing an alternate 
Cyr in edified manner of securing the dispensing flap in a 
closed positicin Subsequent to its having been opened. 

Referring now specifically to Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive of 
the drawings and utilizing like reference numerals and 
characters to designate similar parts, the envelope is 
preferably although not necessarily made from a single 
piece of material and comprises a front wall A, see Fig. 4, 
and a back wall composed of two parts B and C con 
nected to one another in a manner to be hereinafter de 
scribed. The envelope is illustrated as a flat open ended 
rectangular tube the upper end of which is closed by a 
sealing flap D of any conventional type which is held in 
its closed or sealed position by a suitable adhesive, not 
shown, such as is conventional in envelopes. The bottom 
open end of the envelope is sealed by a flap ordinarily 
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similar in configuration to the top closure flap D but 
actually composed of two parts in that intermediate its 
length it is transversely scored as at 1 to provide a weak 
ened line on which the flap may be easily and readily 
torn. This scored line therefore actually provides a two 
part flap the parts of which term tabs which are desig 
nated E and F. 
The back wall parts B and C overlap and are secured 

together in some suitable manner, a convenient one and 
the one illustrated being an adhesive seam 2. This seam 
extends from end to end of the back wall and is preferably 
carried along the longitudinal marginal edge 3 of the 
undermost back wall part C. As a result of this the 
marginal edge 4 of the back wall part B is free, that is, 
is loose in respect to the back wall part C so that there 
is formed throughout the length of the back wall portion 
is a flap 5 the width or depth of which is the distance from 
the marginal edge 4 of Said part B to the nearest edge of 
the adhesive Sean 2. 

This manner of Securing the overlapping edges of the 
back Wall parts together provides a simple and con 
venient arrangement but need not necessarily be followed 
in the practice of the invention. It is only essential that 
a lower end portion of the marginal edge 4 of the back 
part B be free to provide a flap the length of which would 
be equal or slightly greater than the width of the end 
closure tab F. 
The inner edge 6 of the adhesive seam 2 is substan 

tially the longitudinal center line of the envelope back 
wall but whether it be exactly so positioned the score 
line i of the bottom closure flap lies entirely in a plane 
to the inner side of said edge 6 of the adhesive seam, 
that is, in the same plane as the free portion which forms 
the flap 5 of the back wall part B. This score line is 
arcuate so as to provide the tab F when the bottom closure 
flap is torn along the score line, with pointed ends 7 
and 8. 
The bottom closure tab E is provided on its inner face 

With an adhesive, not shown, which secures the tabs E 
and F before they are torn apart on the score line 1, in 
the position illustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings to ef 
fectively close the lower end of the envelope. 
When the envelope is delivered to the customer with 

particular merchandise or articles therein, which for the 
Sake of description will be referred to as pills, the envelope 
is as it appears in Fig. 1 of the drawings. When the 
user desires to take a pill, that is a dose of the prescribed 
medicine, he tears the bottom closure flap along the score 
line and Swings tab F as illustrated in Fig. 2, which 
he rinay readily do because this tab is not secured or ad 
hered to the envelope back wall. With the parts in this 
position cne or more of the pills can be dispensed through 
the lower right hand corner of the envelope as it is viewed 
in Fig. 2. To safeguard the accidental disbursement of 
the remaining pills in the envelope the user, after remov 
ing froin the envelope the pills he desires, Swings tab F 
back and over the rear wall of the envelope and tucks the 
inner end thereof under the lower end of the flap 5 in the 
manner illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, 
wherein it will be seen that a sufficient portion of the tab, 
which portion is designated G in Fig. 3, lies beneath the 
flap 5 to retain the tab in the position illustrated in Fig. 3 
to effectively close the lower end dispensing opening of 
the envelope. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a simple yet 

effective construction provides a combined storage and 
dispensing envelope. 
A slightly modified form of the invention is illustrated 

in Fig. 5 which even more securely seals the dispensing 
opening in the lower end of the envelope after the tab F 
has been torn on the scored line 1. In this arrangement 
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after the inner end portion of the under tab F has been 
tucked beneath the flap 5 as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 
as described, the lower right hand corner, see Figs. 3 
and 5 of the drawings, is bent on substantially the dotted 
line 9 and this inwardly and downwardly bent corner 10 
of the envelope has its vertical edge portion, designated 
11 in Fig. 5, tucked under the flap 5 so that it overlies 
the under tucked portion G of the flap tab F. In this 
arrangement a double seal or lock is provided for the dis 
pensing opening which is obtainable in the lower right 
hand corner of the envelope when the parts thereof are 
in the position illustrated in Fig. 2. 

Departures from the exact and specific construction 
illustrated and described can be made without departing 
from the inventive concept and accordingly the inven 
tion is to be limited only by the terms of the hereinafter 
following claims. 
What I claim is: , 
1. In an envelope for the purpose described, a rear 

wall composed of two parts having overlapping edges 
united along a seam line which extends substantially from 
end to end of the overlapped edges, said seam line ad 
jacent the lower end of the outermost of the lapped edges 
of said back parts being inset in respect to the edge 
whereby a length of the edge is free to provide an un 
secured free back flap element, a closure for the upper 
end of the envelope, a flap closure at the bottom end of 
the envelope and normally overlying both parts of the 
envelope rear wall, a scored line extending across said 
bottom closure flap and dividing it intermediate its ends 
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4. 
into two tabs, said scored line extending across the en 
velope bottom closure flap in a plane, overlying the outer 
face of the unsecured free back flap element, adhesive 
means securing one only of said tabs to the envelope back 
to close the lower end thereof, the other flap being tear 
able along said scored line, and the scored end of said 
tab being insertable beneath the free back flap element 
and extending thereunder to a point closely adjacent the 
seam line for removably securing said tab in overlapped 
relationship to the envelope back. 

2. A construction as defined in claim 1 wherein, the 
lower end of the outer overlapped edges of the back 
parts is curved and stops short of the lower end of the 
envelope, the score line of the envelope bottom flap 
closure being arcuate to provide when the flap is torn 
on Said Score line a pair of pointed elements at the torn 
end of the tab, one of said tab points lying beyond the 
curved lower end of the lapped edge of the back part and 
the other point of the tab lying beneath the free back 
flap element when the tab is removably secured beneath 
the free back flap element. 
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