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JOHN W. PATTEN, OF NORTH GREENBUSH, NEW YORK. 
Letters Patent No. 83,538, dated October 27, 1868. 

MPROVED NIFE-AND-FORK HOLDER. 
are: 

The sohedule referred to in these letters Patent and rhaking part of the same. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, John W. PATTEN, of North 

Greenbush, in the county of Rensselaer, and State of 
New York, have invented a new and improved Knife 
and-Fork Holder; and Idohereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying drawings, 
making a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the improved 
knife-and-fork holder applied to a plate. 

Figures 2 and 3 show more 
struction of the holder. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding 
parts in the several figures. . . - 
By my invention, I provide a portable knife-and 

fork holder, which can be readily applied to the edge 
of almost any plate, dish, or other vessel, and, when 
desired, detached from the same; said holder consist 
ing of a table or shelf for receiving a knife and fork, 
which is mounted upon posts that are provided with 
clasping fingers, and means for adjusting the table 
or shelf in a horizontal position, so as to adapt it for 
being properly held when applied to almost any plate 
or vessel, as will be hereinafter explained. 
To enable others skilled in the art to understand my 

invention, I will describe its construction and opera 
tion. w 

In the accompanying drawings, A represents a shelf, 
which may be made of metal or other suitable mate 
rial, either of the form shown in the drawings, or of 
any other convenient form for receiving and support 
ing a knife and fork, as represented in fig. 1. This 
shelf is mounted upon two perpendicular posts or 
rods, BB, between the lower ends of which a rod, C, 
which is parallel to the shelf, is secured by set-screws 
(0, (b, 

project from the rod at right angles to it, and serve as 
To the rod C, spring-fingers D D are secured, which 

". clasps for receiving and embracing the edge of the 
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plate or pain, afd securing the holder to the same. 
As it is intended to have the improved holder ap 

plicable to various forms of dishes and pans, I attach 
the rod C to the posts BB, by means of set-screws 
a ct, which pass loosely through the posts, and are 
tapped into the ends of said rod, as shown in fig. 3. 
By loosening the set-screws a a, the rod, with its 
spring-fingers D D, can be adjusted, and the latter 
set at any desired angle. " 
Each one of the spring-fingers D consists of a piece 

of spring-metal, curved as shown in fig. 2, so as to re 
ceive the rim or edge of a plate or pan, and clasp the 
same with sufficient firmness to support the shelf A, 
and the weight which is put upon it, thus allowing the 
shelf to be quickly attached to or removed from an 
object. ?? 

... I do not confine myself to the precise construction 
of the parts constituting the portable. knife-and-fork 
holder herein described, as the form and construction 
of these parts may be changed or modified, without 
departing from the principle of my invention. 

Having described my invention, 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. The longitudinally-supporting device A, mounted 

on a standard or standards, B B, which extend up 
from a rod, C, substantially in the manner and for the 
purpose described. 

2. The combination of the longitudinal supporting 
device A, standards BB, rod C, and spring-clamp or 
clamps D D, substantially in the manmer described. 

3. The rod C, with clamp-screws a fitted to the stand 
ards of supporting-device A, substantially as described. 

JOHN W. PATTEN. 
Witnesses: 

T. J. VAN ALSTYNE, 
E. G. LANSINE. 

  


