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This invention provides an apparatus for controlling an
observation unit, the apparatus being capable of minimizing the ill
effect of heat from a heat source of an illumination device in an
observation system onto a specimen being observed. This
invention also provides a control program and control method
associated with the control apparatus, and an observation system
using this control apparatus. The control apparatus of this
invention is for controlling an observation unit 100 having an
observation device for observing a specimen and obtaining an
observed image of the specimen, and an illumination device for
illuminating the specimen when the specimen is being observed
with the observation device. The control device has a first control
unit for controlling the illumination device when the observation
unit 100 is set at a search mode and adjusting the luminance of the
illumination device, and a second control unit for controlling the
illumination device when the observation unit 100 is set at a time
lapse mode and adjusting the luminance of the illumination device.
In this arrangement the luminance set on the illumination device by
the adjustment of luminance by the first control unit is lower than

the luminance adjusted by the second control unit.
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