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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED J. NEFF, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Richmond, in the county of Wayne and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Hose-Bridges; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable other's skilled 
in the at to which it appertains to make and and is readily secured in position so that the use the same. 
This invention relates to bridges for car 

lying cal's Over the hose pipes used in con 
nection with fire-engines, when said hose 
pipes al'e laid crosswise over the rails the 
cal's run on ; and it consists in the novel con 
struction and combination of the parts here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view 
of the bridge. Fig. 2 is an end view. 
A are the rails upon which the cars run. 
B is a hose pipe used in case of fire and 

laid crosswise over the rails. 
C are two bars having flat bottoms and 

wedge-shaped end portions. Each bar is 
deepest at the middle and tapers to a point 
at each end so that the car wheels may run 
over it when it is placed on the rail. Each 
bar is provided with a slot D at its middle 
part which straddles the hose pipe, and pre 
vents it from being crushed by the car. 
Each bridge-bar C has lugs d arranged in 
pairs upon the inner side of it and forming 
dovetailed slots e. Each bar has also perfo 
rated lugs f on the other side of it for the 
reception of spikes or pins F. A brace G is 
provided between the two bars, and this 
brace is provided with two plates of ar 
ranged end to end and connected by an ad 
justable screw h. 

I are rods arranged in pairs at the ends of 
the plates 9, and pivotally connected to 
them by pins i. The rods of each pair are 
arranged at an angle with each other, and 
they have dovetailed projections i at their 
outer ends which are dropped into engage 
ment with the slots e. 
The lugs d which form the slots e are ar 

ranged upon opposite sides of the slot for the 
hose, so that the bridge-bars C are held over 
the rails by the brace. The pins F bear 
against the outer side edges of the rails when 
the adjusting screw h is tightened. 

IK are wedges provided with slots k at 
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their ends and slots m at their sides. 
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These 
wedges are secured to the ground by spikes 
in placed in the said slots and m, and the 
wedges are secured to the ground a little 
in advance of the thin ends of the bars C, 
for the purpose of enabling the car wheels 
to run easily onto the bridge-bars C, and 
to prevent the pointed ends of the bars from 
being broken. 
This hose-bridge is inexpensive to make, 

car traffic need not be stopped on account of 
the hose pipe being laid across it. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a hose-bridge, the combination, with 

two bridge-bars, each having wedge-shaped 
end portions and a slot for straddling a 
hose-pipe, of an adjustable brace having its 
end portions formed of rods pivoted to its 
main portion and arranged at an angle to 
each other and provided with means for con 
necting them to the said bridge-bars on op 
posite sides of their slots. 

2. In a hose-bridge, the combination, with 
two bridge-bars, each having Wedge-shaped 
end portions and a slot for straddling a 
hose-pipe, and a brace connecting the said 
bars together; of wedges which rest on the 
ground to one side of the pointed ends of 
the said bars, said wedges forming a more 
acute angle with the ground than the end 
portions of the bars and projecting above 
the level of their extreme ends, and means 
for securing the said wedges to the ground 
independent of the bridge-bars. 

3. in a hose-bridge, the combination, with 
two bridge-bars each having wedge-shaped 
end portions and a slot for straddling a hose 
pipe at its middle part, each bar having also 
perforated lugs on its outer side and con 
necting lugs on its inner side upon opposite 
sides of its slot, of an adjustable brace hav 
ing its end portions formed of rods pivoted 
to its main portion and arranged at an angle 
to each other and provided with coupling 
devices for engaging with the said connect 
ing lugs, and pins for engaging with the 
said perforated lugs. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

ALFRED J. NEFF. 
Witnesses: 

W. A. PURSLEY, 
WILL H. ScHNERMAN. 
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