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1 Claim. 

This invention relates to anchoring devices and 
has more particular reference to devices for 
checking the creep of track rails. 
One object of the invention is to provide a, 

5, simplified anchoring device or creepcheck for 
track rails, which can be easily applied, economi 
cally maintained in operative position and which 
will efficiently check the creep of the rail. 
Some of the other objects of the invention are 

35, to provide anchoring devices or creepchecks 
which may be applied to or removed from track 
rails. Without employing Special tools, which Will 
not “fly' when the anchor is being applied or 
removed, which cannot be overdriven and which 
Will afford a Substantial tie bearing surface at 
each end of the anchor. 

In the drawing accompanying this application, 
One embodiment Of the invention is shown mere 
ly for the purpose of illustrating the underlying 
principles thereof so that they may be readily 
comprehended by those skilled in the art but 
Without initing the invention to the precise con 
Structional details shown therein. 
In Said drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the anchor in its 

preliminary position for application to a rail. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the anchor in ap 

plied position, and 
Fig. 3 is a top plane view of the anchor applied 

Sisto a rail, the rail and tie being partly fragmen 
tary and partly in section. 

Continuing now by Way of a more detailed de 
Scription, the rail anchor comprises a hook end. A 
adapted to hook over one side of the rail base, 

E5 an upstanding latch end B adapted to Snap into 
engagement with the other side of the rail base 
and a downwardly bowed connecting yoke C join 
ing the hook end and latch end and affording a 
tie abutting surface to prevent relative nove 

3 ment of the track and tie. The ancho is prefer 
ably forged from bars (preferably of spring steel) 
cut to proper length and in its finished form has 
upper and lower base engaging jaWS A and A' 
at the hook end A, adapted on rotation of the 
latter to firmly grip the top and bottom of one 
side of the rail flange D. The rotation of hook 
end. A to gripping position is accomplished by 
rotating the anchor as a whole by Snapping the 
latch end to applied position. The jaWSA" and 

50.A' have slightly flattened portions conforming 
to the rail flange to afford an appreciable bearing 
or contact surface on the rail base when the an 
chor is applied. The planes of these fiattened 
portions have approximately the same angle of 

55 divergence as that between the top and bottom 

(CI, 238-330) 

Surface of the rail flange so as to effect a surface 
contact in applied position rather than a line or 
point contact to afford a better grip and less 
damage to the rail. The lower jaw A' of the 
hook end A is bent downwardly and backwardly 
in the manner indicated in the drawing to form 
a goOSeneck E, the outside face E' of which alf 
fo?'ds a COnvenient SUrface for application of pres 
Sure, for instance, hammer blows for releasing 
the anchor as Will appear more fully hereinafter. 
The Outer face E' of the gooseneck E in the illus 
trated embodiment projects beyond the Outer face 
of the hook end A in order that it may be more 
readily observed by the Workmen from a position 
above the anchor when applying the blows. he 
lower end of the upStanding latch B merges with 
the yoke Cand its inner face at the curved portion 
B' is SO related to the end of the jaw A' which 
bears On the top of the rail flange that the dis 
tance between the curved surface B and the end 
Of the jaW A' is greater than the width of the 
rail base to permit the upstanding latch B to be 
first passed upWardly over one side of the rail 
base until the curved Surface B takes a position 
against the edge of the rail flange, permitting the 
hook end. A to be then placed in its initial posi 
tion, as shown in Fig. 1, the upstanding latch end 
B dropping to a position where the upwardly 
Slanting cam face F bears against the rail base 
as ShoWin in Fig. 1. The upstanding latch end 
B has a rail receiving receSS G. and a shoulder G' 
for holding the hook end A in rotated locking 
position on the rail flange when the latch end 
B. is driven downwardly by a series of blows ap 
plied to the top of the latch end Huntil the rail 
is seated in receSS G. 

In removing the anchor the outer face E of 
the gooseneck E is struck with a spike maul or 
other suitable tool to jump the shoulder G' over 
the edge of the rail base, thereby bringing the 
curved surface B' to a position over the edge of 
the rail flange and permitting the hook end to be 
pulled off the rail base and swung downwardly, 

It is claimed: 
A rail anchor consisting of a single metal bar 

bent to form a hook at One end, the hook com 
prising rail base clamping jaWS having flattened 
rail fiange gripping Surfaces, the angle of diver 
gence of Said Surfaces being Substantially the 
same as the angle of divergence between the top 
and botton Surface of One Side of the rail flange, 
an upstanding rail base engaging member at the 
other end of the anchor, the upstanding end hav 
ing a rail receiving recess and a carinface for pre 
liminary engagements against the rail edge to 
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2 i,978,571. 
Spread the anchor and Seat the rail base in the 
recess on application of downward pressure to 
the upstanding end, the upstanding end and hook 
end being connected by a yoke Substantially par 

5 allel to the rail base to afford a tie bearing Sur 
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face at each end of the anchor, the yoke having 
a rebent portion below the hook end to afford a 

Striking Surface to Spring the upstanding end 
away from rail base and disengage the anchor 
and the upstanding end being bent away from 
the hook end to form a loop to receive the rail 
base to permit application of the hook end. 
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