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1. 
3,606,458 

LEG SUPPORTNG STOOL 
Alvin J. Attinger, 749 W. State Line Road, 

Toledo, Ohio 43612 
Filed June 9, 1969, Ser. No. 831,339 

Int, Cl, A47c 7/50, 9/12 
U.S. C. 297-439 S Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A stool for supporting the legs of a person sitting in 

a chair, having a pair of opposed footed side members 
joined together by cross bars, there being a vertical 
groove and a series of downwardly inclined finger exten 
sions from the groove on the forward and rearward 
portions of the inner face of each side member, a gener 
ally horizontal leg receiving cushion of L shape in longi 
tudinal cross section with the base of the L shape directed 
upwardly to provide a foot abutting surface, pins extend 
ing outwardly and laterally from the lower edges of the 
cushion near the ends thereof, said pins being adapted 
to enter selected fingers of the grooves for holding the 
cushion at the desired height and angle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention pertains to stools for supporting the 

legs of a person, sitting in a chair, in a raised and restful 
position. 

It has been well established that elevation and extended 
positioning of the legs is beneficial in retarding the prog 
ress and in alleviating the discomfort and pain of osteo 
arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis. As well as being a 
treatment for such joint diseases, elevation of the legs 
promotes improved circulation therein. This is generally 
healthful but is of special importance to persons inclined 
to have swollen feet or varicose veins due to aging, oc 
cupational or physical causes. 
Armless ottomans and stools usually with four rigid 

corner legs and a fixed height have been utilized through 
out historic times for simple seating furniture and foot 
rests. Folding stools were also an early development. 
More recently the design of foot stools has been supple 
mented by means for adjusting the height and angle of 
the leg supporting area. 
The addition of such refinements have too frequently 

reduced the strength and firmness of the stools, their ease 
of use and overall efficacy. Further, the adjusting means 
have generally failed to provide the full scope of desir 
able variations in the position of the leg supporting area. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly a principal object of this invention to 
devise a leg supporting stool which is sturdy, easy to 
adjust, conveniently receptive of the legs of the user, 
and one that offers a broad range of heights and angles 
of the receiving surface to accommodate the particular 
physical characteristics of the person utilizing the stool 
and the particular design of chair on which he may be 
seated. 
The objects and advantages of the invention are at 

tained at least in part through a pair of opposed, ver 
tically positioned, footed side members joined by cross 
rods, a generally horizontal, preferably cushioned leg 
receiving member with a foot supporting upright back 
portion, a laterally projecting pin adjacent each corner 
of the leg receiving member, vertical grooves on the 
inner faces of the side members adapted to lockingly 
receive the pins, and a vertical series of downwardly 
inclined finger branches of each groove for selective re 
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2 
ception of the pins and establishment of the height and 
angle of the leg receiving member. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a leg supporting stool 
embodying my invention; 

FIG. 2 is a like view of the leg receiving cushioned 
member of the stool of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective showing of the lower support 
ing standard of the stool with the cushioned member 
removed; 

FIG. 4 is another perspective view of the stool with 
the cushioned member in a different position than that 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged side elevation of the stool; and 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged rear elevational view of the stool. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings in more detail the stool 10 
illustrated therein includes two major components, a 
cushion member 12 and a base assembly 14. The cushion 
member has a main generally horizontal leg receiving 
portion 16 and a rearwardly placed upright foot sup 
port 18. 

Attached to the bottom of the cushion member 12 
are two laterally extending carrying rods 20 and 22 with 
reduced ends forming projecting pins 23 and 24. 
The stool base assembly 14 has vertically extending 

sides 26 and 28. Cut into the forward inner face of side 
member 26 in the upwardly extending portion 32 is a 
vertical groove 30 with an upper open end and a closed 
lower end, Inclined downwardly from one side of the 
groove 30 is a series of blind fingers or branches 30f. 
A similar vertical groove 34 with blind branches 34f 

are cut into the inner face of the rearwardly positioned 
upwardly extending section 36 of the base side mem 
ber 26, 

Comparable grooves 38 and 42 with lateral branches 
or fingers 38f and 42f are present in the opposite base 
side member 28. 

Cross rods 46, 48, 50, 52 and 54 firmly secure the 
base side members 26 and 28 together to form the base 
unit 14. 

In the assembling of the stool the cushion section 12 
is brought down upon the base 14 with the pins 23 and 
24 entering the upper open ends of grooves 30, 34, 38 
and 42. Once so entered into the grooves the cushion 
section 12 is not laterally displaceable. 
With the height and angle desired for the cushion 

section 12 determined, the projecting pins 23 and 24 are 
laterally introduced into the appropriate blind branch 
grooves 30f, 34f, 38f and 42f whereby the cushion sec 
tion 12 is firmly positioned. Due to the locked engage 
ment of the pins and the grooves no dislodgement is 
possible, and a wide range of heights and angles is pro 
vided through the choice of branch grooves at both 
ends of the base unit 14. 
The depressed middle portions of the side members 

of the base assembly conform in a general manner with 
the usual position of the support area of the cushion 
and lateral entry of the legs of the occupant is thus 
facilitated. 
With legs stretched out in relaxed position feet tend 

to turn outwardly twisting the legs unnaturally. The re 
ception of the feet by the upright 18 helps keep the 
feet perpendicular. Also the upward projection of the back 
extensions 36 and 44 of the sides 26 and 28 helps to 
prevent such turning of the feet especially when the legs 
are spread apart. 



... The fingers or branches 30f and 34f, 38f-and 42f are: 
angled downwardly toward the back end of the stool. 
As the thrust and weight of the legs positioned on the 
stool are rather backwardly directed, the cushion 12 is 
pressed thereby with its pins 23 and 24 more positively 
maintained at the bottom of the selected groove fingers. 
A preferred structure of the sides of the base mem 

ber is a lamination in which one lamina is cut crosswise 
to form the side walls of the groove and an adjacent 
lamina forms the base of the grooves. 

In summary, the features of the invention include the 
single top entrance for the cushion pins into the vertical 
grooves and the resulting locking engagement whereby 
the cushion may not be accidentally dislodged from the 
stool base 14. At the same time variations in the height 
and angle of the cushion are easily attained by raising 
or lowering of the ends of the cushion and resetting the 
pins into different branches of the grooves; also the 
medially depressed contours of the sides of the stool base 
facilitate swinging the legs upon the cushion, and the 
foot receiving upright helps rest the feet and to hold 
the legs in untwisted position. 

Modifications in the design of the stool may be en 
visioned by those familiar with the art without departing 
from the spirit of the invention and the scope of the 
appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A leg supporting stool having a base member com 

posed of two vertical, opposed sides, cross members 
rigidly securing the sides together, a leg receiving mem 
ber, pins rigidly fixed to and projecting laterally from 
the corner portions of the leg receiving member, vertical, 
substantially straight, grooves adapted to receive the pins 
on the inner surfaces of the sides of the base member 
near the ends thereof, said grooves being open at their 
upper ends for free entry of the pins, and a vertical series 
of downwardly inclined blind fingers or short branches 
extending laterally from each groove for selectivtly re 
ceiving the pins and holding the leg receiving member 
at a desired height and angle, an upright portion located 
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4 
-at the rear-end of the leg receiving member adapted for 
abutting the bottom of the feet placed on the leg receiv 
ing member and in which the fingers extend rearwardly 
from tht grooves, whereby the pressure of feet against 
the upright portion tends to hold the pins in the fingers. 

2. A leg supporting stool according to claim 1 in which 
the ends of the sides of the base member extend up 
wardly above the middle portions of the sides and the 
openings therebetween are deeper adjacent the rear end 
of the leg receiving member for passage of feet being 
placed thereon. . . . . . . 

3. A leg supporting stool according to claim 1 in which 
the top finger of each forwardly placed groove is open 
along its upper longitudinal boundary.' S - 

4. A leg supporting stool according to claim 1 in which 
said grooves are substantially wider than the pins to ac 
commodate the varying horizontal distances between the 
pins with different angling of the leg receiving member. 

5. A leg supporting stool according to claim 1 in which 
the blind fingers extend more horizontally than vertically 
from the generally vertical grooves to accommodate the 
varying horizontal distances between the pins with differ 
ent angling of the leg receiving member. 
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