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1. 

MOUNTING BRACKET FOR SECURING A 
VIDEO SYSTEM BEHIND A HEADREST 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to mobile video systems. More par 

ticularly, the invention relates to a mounting bracket for secur 
ing a video system behind a headrest. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Entertainment systems for automobiles are well known. As 

Such, many advances have been made in the development of 
entertainment systems that make the otherwise tedious task of 
riding in an automobile more bearable. In addition to the 
development of overhead systems pioneered by the present 
inventor, systems that mount within the headrest of an auto 
mobile have also been developed. 

These headrest entertainment systems allow multiple indi 
viduals to view a variety of different video sources within the 
same vehicle. However, and as those skilled in the art will 
certainly appreciate, recent regulations regarding to the con 
struction of headrests has made it increasingly difficult to 
mounta Video system within aheadrest in an efficient and cost 
effective manner. The present invention provides the ability to 
mount a video system adjacent aheadrest in a manner allow 
ing those sitting in the rear seat of an automobile to view the 
Video system in the same manner as if the video system where 
mounted directed within the headrest. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide 
a mounting bracket for securing a video system behind a 
headrest including parallel Support arms. The mounting 
bracket includes a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial 
Vertical orientation for orienting a video system secured 
thereto in an orientation facing the passengers seated within 
the rear seat of a vehicle. The rear support plate includes a 
front surface to which the video system is secured, a rear 
surface which ultimately faces the rear surface of the head 
rest, atop edge, a bottom edge and first and second lateral side 
edges. First and second attachment members extend rear 
wardly from the rear support plate. The first attachment mem 
ber includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate. The second attachment member includes a 
top horizontal plate connected to a bottom horizontal plate. 
Each of the top and bottom horizontal plates include an aper 
ture shaped and dimensioned for receiving the respective 
parallel Support arms of the headrest. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a 
mounting bracket wherein the rear Support plate includes four 
mounting holes shaped and dimensioned for receiving 
mounting screws for securing the video system to the mount 
ing bracket. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
mounting bracket wherein the rear Support plate includes a 
central aperture positioned for the passage of cables there 
through. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
mounting bracket wherein the first and second attachment 
members respectively extend rearwardly from the first and 
second lateral side edges at a position adjacent the bottom 
edge of the rear Support plate. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a 
mounting bracket wherein first and second Support arms con 
nect the top horizontal plate of the first attachment member to 
the bottom horizontal plate of the first attachment member. 
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2 
It is another object of the present invention to provide a 

mounting bracket wherein the first and second Support arms 
connect the top horizontal plate of the second attachment 
member to the bottom horizontal plate of second attachment 
member. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description 
when viewed in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings, which set forth certain embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1 through 8 are a series of perspective views showing 
installation of the present mounting bracket in accordance 
with the present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a side view of a fully installed video system 
employing the mounting bracket of the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a top view of a fully installed video system 
employing the present mounting bracket. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The detailed embodiment of the present invention is dis 
closed herein. It should be understood, however, that the 
disclosed embodiment is merely exemplary of the invention, 
which may be embodied in various forms. Therefore, the 
details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, 
but merely as a basis for teaching one skilled in the art how to 
make and/or use the invention. 

In accordance with the present invention, and with refer 
ence to FIGS. 1 to 10, a mounting bracket 10 for securing a 
video system 12 behind a headrest 14 is disclosed. The 
mounting bracket 10 is designed to secure a video system 12 
to a vehicle seat 16 for positioning of the video system 12 
behind the headrest 14 for viewing by those sitting in a rear 
seat (not shown). 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment, the mounting 
bracket 10 is shaped and dimensioned for attachment to the 
parallel support arms 20, 22 of the headrest 14. In most 
vehicles, the parallel support arms 20, 22 extend between the 
upper end 24 of the seat back 26 and the headrest 14 itself for 
adjustably positioning the headrest 14 at various heights 
designed to improve the effectiveness of the headrest 14 for 
passengers of various sizes. The mounting bracket 10 
includes a rear support plate 28 which is adapted for substan 
tial vertical orientation for orienting a video system 12 
secured thereto in an orientation facing the passengers seated 
within the rear seat of a vehicle. With this in mind, the rear 
support plate 28 is provided with four mounting holes 30a-d 
at predetermined locations such that mounting screws 32 may 
pass therethrough for securing the video system 12 to the 
mounting bracket 10. The rear support plate 28 is further 
provided with a central aperture 34. The central aperture 34 is 
positioned for the passage of cables therethrough. The cables 
may be utilized in providing the video system 12 with both 
power and audio/video content for display upon the video 
monitor 36. 
The rear support plate 28 includes a front surface 38 to 

which the video system 12 is secured, a rear surface 40 which 
ultimately faces the rear surface 42 of the headrest 14, a top 
edge 44, a bottom edge 46 and first and second lateral side 
edges 48, 50. Extending rearwardly from the first and second 
lateral side edges 48,50 at a position adjacent the bottom edge 
46 of the rear support plate 28, are first and second attachment 
members 52, 54. The first attachment member 52 includes a 
tophorizontal plate 56 connected to a bottom horizontal plate 
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58 via first and second support arms 60, 62. The second 
attachment member 54 includes a top horizontal plate 64 and 
a bottom horizontal plate 66 connected by first and second 
support arms 67, 68 similar to those of the first attachment 
member 52. 

Each of the first and second attachment members 52, 54, 
and in particular, the top and bottom horizontal plates 56,58, 
64, 66 include apertures 70, 72, 74, 76 through which the 
respective parallel support arms 20, 22 of the headrests may 
be positioned for mounting and secure attachment adjacent 
thereto. 

In practice, and with reference to FIGS. 1 to 8, the present 
mounting bracket 10 is secured to the upper end 24 of a 
vehicle seat 16 in the following manner. First, the headrest 14, 
including the first and second parallel support arms 20, 22, is 
removed from the upper end 24 of the vehicle seat 16. There 
after, the mounting bracket 10 is positioned adjacent the 
upper trim plates 78, 80 through which the parallel support 
arms 20, 22 extend as they are positioned within the vehicle 
seat 16. The bottom horizontal plates 58, 66 of the respective 
first and second attachment members 52, 54 are positioned 
such that the trim plates 78, 80 of the vehicle seat 16 sit within 
the apertures 72, 76 formed therein. The apertures 72, 76 of 
the bottom horizontal plates 58, 66 of the first and second 
attachment members 52, 54 are formed with substantially 
U-shaped openings 73, 77 such that the bottom horizontal 
plates 58, 66 of the first and second attachment members 52. 
54 may be simply slid laterally such that the trim plates 78, 80 
of the vehicle seat 16 fit within the apertures 72, 76 of the 
bottom horizontal plates 58, 66 of the first and second attach 
ment members 52, 54. In order to permit installation with the 
lateral movement shown and described herein, the U-shaped 
openings 73, 77 face the same direction. 

With the bottom horizontal plates 58, 66 of the first and 
second attachment members 52, 54 properly positioned about 
the trim plates 78, 80 of the vehicle seat 16, the top horizontal 
plates 56, 64 should sit directly above the trim plates 78, 80 of 
the vehicle seat 16 with the apertures 70, 74 of the top hori 
Zontal plates 56, 64 of the first and second attachment mem 
bers 52, 54 substantially aligned with the apertures 82, 84 
within the vehicle seat 16 and trim plates 78, 80 through 
which the first and second parallel supportarms 20, 22 extend 
when the headrest 14 is securely positioned upon the vehicle 
seat 16. Thereafter, the first and second parallel support arms 
20, 22 are passed through the apertures 70, 72, 7476 formed 
in the top horizontal plates 56, 64 of the first and second 
attachment members 52, 54 and the bottom horizontal plates 
58, 66 of the first and second attachment member 52, 54, and 
into the apertures 82, 84 formed in the upper end 24 of the 
vehicle seat 16 for receiving the first and second parallel 
Support arms 20, 22. 

With this configuration, the first and second parallel sup 
port arms 20, 22 are securely attached to the upper end 24 of 
the vehicle seat 16 via the conventional headrest support 
structure 86. By passing the first and second parallel Support 
arms 20, 22 through the apertures 70, 74 of the top horizontal 
plates 56, 64 of the first and second attachment members 52. 
54, the mounting bracket 10 is prevented from moving later 
ally. In addition, upward movement is also prevented by the 
frictional interaction of the apertures 72, 76 of the bottom 
horizontal plates 58, 66 of the first and second attachment 
members 52,54 as they interact with the trim plates 78, 80 of 
the vehicle seat 16. 

The video system 12 may then be secured to the mounting 
bracket 10 for viewing by one sitting within the rear seat of an 
automobile (see FIGS. 9 and 10). As those skilled in the art 
will certainly appreciate, the video system 12 may be pre 
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4 
mounted to the rear Support plate 28 and the mounting bracket 
10 may be secured to the vehicle seat 16 with the video system 
12 already installed and secured thereto. 
While the preferred embodiments have been shown and 

described, it will be understood that there is no intent to limit 
the invention by such disclosure, but rather, is intended to 
cover all modifications and alternate constructions falling 
within the spirit and scope of the invention. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A mounting bracket for securing a video system behind 

a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 
a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial vertical orien 

tation for orienting the video system secured thereto in 
an orientation facing passengers seated within a rear seat 
of a vehicle, the rear Support plate includes a front Sur 
face to which the video system is secured, a rear Surface 
which ultimately faces the rear surface of the headrest, a 
top edge, a bottom edge and first and second lateral side 
edges: 

first and second attachment members extend rearwardly 
from the rear support plate, the first attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate, and the second attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate; 

each of the top and bottom horizontal plates includes an 
aperture shaped and dimensioned for receiving the 
respective parallel Support arms of the headrest; and 

wherein the rear Support plate includes four mounting 
holes shaped and dimensioned for receiving mounting 
screws for securing the video system to the mounting 
bracket. 

2. The mounting bracket according to claim 1, wherein the 
rear Support plate includes a central aperture positioned for 
the passage of cables therethrough. 

3. The mounting bracket according to claim 1, wherein first 
and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate of 
the first attachment member to the bottom horizontal plate of 
the first attachment member. 

4. The mounting bracket according to claim 1, wherein first 
and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate of 
the second attachment member to the bottom horizontal plate 
of the second attachment member. 

5. The mounting bracket according to claim 1, wherein the 
first and second attachment members respectively extend 
rearwardly from the first and second lateral side edges at a 
position adjacent the bottom edge of the rear Support plate. 

6. A mounting bracket for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system secured thereto in 
an orientation facing passengers seated within a rear seat 
of a vehicle, the rear Support plate includes a front Sur 
face to which the video system is secured, a rear Surface 
which ultimately faces the rear surface of the headrest, a 
top edge, a bottom edge and first and second lateral side 
edges: 

first and second attachment members extend rearwardly 
from the rear support plate, the first attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate, and the second attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate; 

each of the top and bottom horizontal plates includes an 
aperture shaped and dimensioned for receiving the 
respective parallel Support arms of the headrest; and 
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wherein the first and second attachment members respec 
tively extend rearwardly from the first and second lateral 
side edges at a position adjacent the bottom edge of the 
rear Support plate. 

7. The mounting bracket according to claim 6, wherein the 
rear Support plate includes four mounting holes shaped and 
dimensioned for receiving mounting screws for securing the 
Video system to the mounting bracket. 

8. The mounting bracket according to claim 6, wherein the 
rear Support plate includes a central aperture positioned for 
the passage of cables therethrough. 

9. The mounting bracket according to claim 6, wherein first 
and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate of 
the first attachment member to the bottom horizontal plate of 
the first attachment member. 

10. The mounting bracket according to claim 6, wherein 
first and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate 
of the second attachment member to the bottom horizontal 
plate of the second attachment member. 

11. A mounting bracket for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system secured thereto in 
an orientation facing passengers seated within a rear seat 
of a vehicle, the rear Support plate includes a front Sur 
face to which the video system is secured, a rear Surface 
which ultimately faces the rear surface of the headrest, a 
top edge, a bottom edge and first and second lateral side 
edges; 

first and second attachment members extend rearwardly 
from the rear support plate, the first attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate, and the second attachment member 
includes a top horizontal plate connected to a bottom 
horizontal plate; 

each of the top and bottom horizontal plates includes an 
aperture shaped and dimensioned for receiving the 
respective parallel Support arms of the headrest, and the 
apertures of the bottom horizontal plates of the first and 
second attachment members are formed with Substan 
tially U-shaped openings. 

12. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
the U-shaped openings face the same direction. 

13. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
the rear Support plate includes four mounting holes shaped 
and dimensioned for receiving mounting screws for securing 
the video system to the mounting bracket. 

14. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
the rear Support plate includes a central aperture positioned 
for the passage of cables therethrough. 

15. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
the first and second attachment members respectively extend 
rearwardly from the first and second lateral side edges at a 
position adjacent the bottom edge of the rear Support plate. 

16. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
first and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate 
of the first attachment member to the bottom horizontal plate 
of the first attachment member. 

17. The mounting bracket according to claim 11, wherein 
first and second Support arms connect the top horizontal plate 
of the second attachment member to the bottom horizontal 
plate of the second attachment member. 

18. A mounting system for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support panel adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system in an orientation 
facing passengers seated within a rear seat of a vehicle, 
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6 
the rear Support panel including a front Surface, a rear 
surface which ultimately faces the rear surface of the 
headrest, a top edge, a bottom edge and first and second 
lateral side edges; 

first and second attachment members extending rearwardly 
from the rear Support panel, the first attachment member 
including a first horizontal plate and a second horizontal 
plate positioned over the first horizontal plate, and the 
second attachment member including a third horizontal 
plate and a fourth horizontal plate positioned over the 
third horizontal plate: 

each of the horizontal plates including an aperture shaped 
and dimensioned for receiving the respective parallel 
Support arms of the headrest; and 

wherein the rear Support panel includes a plurality of 
mounting holes shaped and dimensioned for receiving 
mounting devices for securing the video system to the 
rear Support panel. 

19. A mounting system for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support panel adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system in an orientation 
facing passengers seated within a rear seat of a vehicle, 
the rear Support panel including a front Surface, a rear 
surface which ultimately faces the rear surface of the 
headrest, a top edge, a bottom edge and first and second 
lateral side edges; 

first and second attachment members extending rearwardly 
from the rear Support panel, the first attachment member 
including a first horizontal plate and a second horizontal 
plate positioned over the first horizontal plate, and the 
second attachment member including a third horizontal 
plate and a fourth horizontal plate positioned over the 
third horizontal plate: 

each of the horizontal plates including an aperture shaped 
and dimensioned for receiving the respective parallel 
Support arms of the headrest. 

20. A mounting bracket for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system in an orientation 
facing passengers seated within a rear seat of a vehicle, 
the rear Support plate including a front Surface, a rear 
surface which ultimately faces the rear surface of the 
headrest, a top edge, a bottom edge and first and second 
lateral side edges; 

an attachment member extending rearwardly from the rear 
Support plate, the attachment member including a first 
horizontal plate and a second horizontal plate positioned 
over the first horizontal plate: 

the horizontal plates each including an aperture shaped and 
dimensioned for receiving a parallel Support arm of the 
headrest; and 

wherein the rear support plate includes a plurality of 
mounting holes shaped and dimensioned for receiving 
mounting devices for securing the video system to the 
rear Support plate. 

21. A mounting bracket for securing a video system behind 
a headrest including parallel Support arms, comprising: 

a rear Support plate adapted for Substantial vertical orien 
tation for orienting the video system in an orientation 
facing passengers seated within a rear seat of a vehicle, 
the rear Support plate including a front Surface, a rear 
surface which ultimately faces the rear surface of the 
headrest, a top edge, a bottom edge and first and second 
lateral side edges; 
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an attachment member extending rearwardly from the rear the horizontal plates each including an aperture shaped and 
Support plate, the attachment member including a first dimensioned for receiving a parallel Support arm of the 
horizontal plate and a second horizontal plate positioned headrest. 
over the first horizontal plate: k . . . . 


