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To all whom it may cONRCETnN:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. BIERCE,
_of Memphis, Shelby county, in the State of
Teunessee, have invented a new and Improved
Postage or Revenue Stawmp, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification :

The object of this invention is to provide 2
stamp adapted for postal or revenue purposes
which can be readily aud so effectively can-
celed that it cannot be restored and reused.

The invention consists in, first, a stamp
having a portion of its back ungummed, when
the cortesponding portion of its face is raised
above the plane of its contiguous parts; and,
gecond, a stamp having a portion of its back
ungummed, when the corresponding portion of
its face is raised and surrounded with “perfo-
rations or indentations.

Tn the drawings which accompany this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is & plan view of the back
of the stamp. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
face thereof, and Fig.3 is a sectional view
thereof through the line @ of Fig. 1.

In the drawings, A represents the ungummed
portion of the back: of the stamp; B, the
raised portion of the face of the stamp; G,
the perforations surrounding the raised por-
tion of the stamp.

The stamps may be printed in sheets by the
use of engraved plates or dies, and may be

- gtruck off in appropriate designs and colors.

The raised center, or the raised center sur-
rounded with perforationsor indentationsupon
the face of the stamp, can be produced by the
use of dies, which can readily be constructed
to accomplish one or both of these results at
the same time the face of the stamp is printed.

The backs of the stamps may be prepared
so that a portion of each shall be left un-
gummed by the use of a form or shield:which
shall cover such portion of each stamp of the
sheet as it is desired shall be ungummed, and
the mucilage can be flowed over the uncov-
ered or unprotected portions of the sheet.

The advantage claimed for Stamps which
have a portion of their backs ungummed and
a corresponding portion of their face raised

. is, that they can be more readily aud effect-
ively canceled without injury to the envelope

to which they are applied than if their backs
were entirely covered with adhesive material.
Iu the latter case it is found impraeticable to
cancel thestamp by removinga portion thereof,

or by defacing it by tearing to any great de-

gree without injury to the envelope, while in
the former case, there being no union of a por-
tion of the stamp to the envelope, it can be

readily removed or 80 defaced as to prevent -

any attempt to restore it.

The cancellation of stamps having a por-
tion of their faces raised and the corresponding
portion of their backs anngummed may be
effected in a variety of ways, and by the use
of any instrument, which, by being passedover

will cut, tear, or remove it, or some part
thereof, or otherwise deface it, the elevation
above the contiguous parts permitting the in-
strument to take hold of such elevated por-
tion, and the absence of adhesive material
upoti the back of such elevated part permitting
it to be easily defaced and removed.

In order to render the cancellation still
more easy and perfect, the raised portion of
the face of the stamp may be surrounded
with perforations or indentations, by means of
which the raised portion will be partially sep-
arated from the contiguous parts, so  that it
can be entirely and readily removed.

A stamp constructed according to this in-

.vention—having a portion of its back uu-

gummed and the corresponding portion of its
face raised—possesses the following additional
advantage over those which lie flat through-
out their entire surface upon the envelope:
When such stamp is canceled, by striking or
pressing upon it with someinstrument carrying
ink or paint, the raised portion will receive the
main force of the blow or pressure aund become
thoroughly inked; and inasmuch as there is:
no coating of mucilage or gum opposite this
raised part to prevent the passage of the ink
through it, it will become 1more perfectly per-
meated with ink than would be the case were
it not raised, and the difficulty of restoring it
to its original condition would thereby be
greatly increased.

T do not therefore claim, broadly, a stamp

or brought in contact with the raised portion, ~ ~
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‘What is claimed as new jg—
1. A postage or revenue stamp having a surrounded with perforations or indeutations,
portion of its back ungummed, when the eor. substantially as anq for the purpose deseribed,

having a portion of its back ungumimed ;. but I portion of its back ungummed, when the cor-
responding portion of its face is raised and

responding portion of its face is raised above |- : WILLIAM W. BIERCE;-
the plane of itg contiguous parts, substan- Witnesses:
tially as and for the burpose deseribed. GEo. H. BIERGE,

2, A Postage or revenue stamp having a ’ JONAS W. RoLLER,



