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(57) ABSTRACT 

This invention includes gated field effect devices, and meth 
ods of forming gated field effect devices. In one implemen 
tation, a gated field effect device includes a pair of Source/ 
drain regions having a channel region therebetween. A gate 
is received proximate the channel region between the 
Source/drain regions. The gate has a gate width between the 
Source/drain regions. A gate dielectric is received interme 
diate the channel region and the gate. The gate dielectric has 
at least two different regions along the width of the gate. The 
different regions are characterized by different materials 
which are effective to define the two different regions to 
have different dielectric constants k. Other aspects and 
implementations are contemplated. 
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GATED FIELD EFFECT DEVICES 

RELATED PATENT DATA 

0001. This patent resulted from a divisional application 
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/861,744, filed Jun. 4, 
2004, entitled “Gated Field Effect Devices”, naming Cem 
Basceri, H. Montgomery Manning, Gurtei S. Sandhu and 
Kunal R. Parekh as inventors, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 This invention relates to gated field effect devices, 
and to methods of forming gated field effect devices. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0.003 Gated field effect devices, such as transistors, are 
utilized in integrated circuitry, Such as logic circuitry and 
memory circuitry. Exemplary memory includes Static ran 
dom access memory (SRAM), dynamic random access 
memory (DRAM) and floating gate programmable read 
only memories (i.e., PROMs, EPROMs and EEPROMs). In 
a gated field effect device, a conductive gate is received 
proximate a channel region typically formed in lightly doped 
Semiconductive material. Source/drain regions are received 
on opposing Sides of the channel region. Upon application of 
a Suitable threshold Voltage to the gate, an electric field is 
created in the channel region, enabling or causing current to 
flow through the channel region from the Source region to 
the drain region. Alternately by way of example only, field 
effect devices have also been utilized to establish fields 
beneath conductive gates for creating isolation between 
circuitry components within a Semiconductive Substrate. 
0004 Field effect devices include at least one conductive 
gate region and at least one gate dielectric region interposed 
between the conductive gate region and the Semiconductive 
channel region. A common and predominantly used gate 
dielectric material has been SiO. Yet, continued increase in 
circuit density and reduction in size of field effect device 
gate constructions have reached the point where the thick 
neSS of Silicon dioxide gate dielectric layerS has become So 
Small that leakage currents, reliability and defects have 
become problematic. Accordingly, alternate materials have 
been utilized, for example insulative metal oxides. 
0005 Regardless, the substrates after gate fabrication are 
typically Subjected to a reoxidation Step which oxidizes a 
portion of the gate immediately adjacent the dielectric 
Surface at the outer edges of the conductive gate material. 
Such effectively creates a So-called "Smiling gate” structure 
in which tiny birds beak structures are formed at the bottom 
corners of the gate Stack. Such reoxidation can help to repair 
damage to dielectric and Silicon Surfaces resulting from the 
anisotropic etch typically utilized to form the gate Stack and, 
as well, reduces hot electron degradation in the device in 
operation. An effect is to increase the thickness of the gate 
dielectric at the gate edges as opposed to the center of the 
gate. This has the apparent effect of lowering the electric 
field within the semiconductive material of the Substrate at 
the Source/drain edges, thereby reducing hot electron deg 
radation. 

0006 While the invention was motivated in addressing 
the above identified issues, it is in no way so limited. The 
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invention is only limited by the accompanying claims as 
literally worded, without interpretative or other limiting 
reference to the Specification, and in accordance with the 
doctrine of equivalents. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. The invention includes gated field effect devices, 
and methods of forming gated field effect devices. In one 
implementation, a gated field effect device includes a pair of 
Source/drain regions having a channel region therebetween. 
Agate is received proximate the channel region between the 
Source/drain regions. The gate has a gate width between the 
Source/drain regions. A gate dielectric is received interme 
diate the channel region and the gate. The gate dielectric has 
at least two different regions along the width of the gate. The 
different regions are characterized by different materials 
which are effective to define the two different regions to 
have different dielectric constants k. 

0008. In one implementation, a method of forming a 
gated device includes depositing a first metal containing gate 
dielectric over one of a gate region or a channel region. The 
gate region or channel region has a width over which the first 
metal containing gate dielectric is deposited. A width portion 
of the metal containing gate dielectric overlying the one of 
the gate region or the channel region is doped with a Second 
metal different from the first metal effective to form at least 
two different gate dielectric regions along the width char 
acterized by different materials effective to define the two 
different gate dielectric regions to have different dielectric 
constants k. The other portion of the gate region or the 
channel region is provided over the gate dielectric. A pair of 
Source/drain regions is provided proximate the channel 
region. 

0009. In one implementation, A method of forming a 
gated device includes depositing a first gate dielectric mate 
rial over a channel region of a Semiconductor Substrate. A 
conductive gate material is formed over the first gate dielec 
tric material. The conductive gate material is patterned 
effective to form a gate over the first gate dielectric material. 
The gate comprises opposing Sides defining a gate width 
therebetween. The first gate dielectric material is isotropi 
cally etched from at least one side of the gate effective to 
receSS the first gate dielectric material on the at least one side 
to under the gate. After the isotropically etching, a Second 
gate dielectric material different from the first gate dielectric 
material is deposited to within the receSS beneath the gate. 
The Second gate dielectric material has a different dielectric 
constant k than that of the first gate dielectric material. A pair 
of Source/drain regions is provided proximate the channel 
region. 

0010. In one implementation, a method of forming a 
gated device includes providing a Substrate comprising one 
of a gate region or a channel region. The gate region or 
channel region comprises a width. A first portion of the 
width of the one of the gate region or the channel region is 
masked while depositing a first gate dielectric material Over 
a Second portion of the width of the one of the gate region 
or the channel region. The second portion of the width of the 
one of the gate region or the channel region is masked while 
depositing a Second gate dielectric material different from 
the first gate dielectric material over the first portion of the 
width of the one of the gate region or the channel region. The 
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first and Second gate dielectric materials are characterized by 
different dielectric constants k. The other of the gate region 
or the channel region is provided over the first and Second 
gate dielectric materials. A pair of Source/drain regions is 
provided proximate the channel region. 
0011. Other aspects and implementations are contem 
plated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012 Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
described below with reference to the following accompa 
nying drawings. 

0013 FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic sectional view of a device 
in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 
0.014 FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic sectional view of another 
device in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 
0.015 FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic sectional view of another 
device in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 
0016 FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic sectional view of another 
device in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 
0017 FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic sectional view of a 
Substrate fragment in proceSS in accordance with an aspect 
of the invention. 

0018 FIG. 6 is a view of the FIG. 5 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 5. 
0019 FIG. 7 is a view of the FIG. 6 substrate fragment 
at a processing Subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 6. 
0020 FIG. 8 is a view of the FIG. 7 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 7. 
0021 FIG. 9 is a diagrammatic sectional view of another 
Substrate fragment in proceSS in accordance with an aspect 
of the invention. 

0022 FIG. 10 is a view of the FIG. 9 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 9. 
0023 FIG. 11 is a view of the FIG. 10 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 10. 
0024 FIG. 12 is a diagrammatic sectional view of 
another Substrate fragment in proceSS in accordance with an 
aspect of the invention. 
0025 FIG. 13 is a view of the FIG. 12 substrate fragment 
at a processing Subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 12. 
0026 FIG. 14 is a view of the FIG.13 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 13. 
0027 FIG. 15 is a view of the FIG. 14 substrate fragment 
at a processing Subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 14. 
0028 FIG. 16 is a view of the FIG. 15 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 15. 
0029 FIG. 17 is a diagrammatic sectional view of 
another Substrate fragment in proceSS in accordance with an 
aspect of the invention. 
0030 FIG. 18 is a view of the FIG. 17 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 17. 
0031 FIG. 19 is a view of the FIG. 18 substrate fragment 
at a processing subsequent to that depicted by FIG. 18. 
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0032 FIG. 20 shows a diagrammatic view of computer 
illustrating an exemplary application of the present inven 
tion. 

0033 FIG. 21 is a block diagram showing particular 
features of the motherboard of the FIG. 20 computer. 
0034 FIG. 22 shows a high level block diagram of an 
electronic System according to an exemplary aspect of the 
present invention. 
0035 FIG. 23 shows a simplified block diagram of an 
exemplary device according to an aspect of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0036) This disclosure of the invention is submitted in 
furtherance of the constitutional purposes of the U.S. Patent 
Laws “to promote the progreSS of Science and useful arts” 
(Article 1, Section 8). 
0037. A first embodiment gated field effect device is 
indicated generally in FIG. 1 with reference numeral 10. 
Such is depicted as being formed relative to a base Substrate 
12, for example bulk monocrystalline Silicon. Alternate 
Substrates are contemplated, including Semiconductor Sub 
Strates, for example Semiconductor-on-insulator Substrates 
or other Substrates, and whether existing or yet-to-be devel 
oped. In the context of this document, the term "semicon 
ductor substrate' or "semiconductive substrate” is defined to 
mean any construction comprising Semiconductive material, 
including, but not limited to, bulk Semiconductive materials 
Such as a semiconductive wafer (either alone or in assem 
blies comprising other materials thereon), and Semiconduc 
tive material layers (either alone or in assemblies comprising 
other materials). The term “substrate” refers to any support 
ing Structure, including, but not limited to, the Semiconduc 
tive Substrates described above. 

0038 A pair of Source/drain regions 14, 16 is formed 
within substrate 12, and a channel region 18 is received 
therebetween. Source/drain regions 14, 16 comprise highest 
conductivity doped regions 20 and 22, respectively, and 
lightly doped drain regions 24 and 26, respectively. Addi 
tional regions, for example halo implant regions, could of 
course be utilized, as well as any other Source/drain region 
or component thereof whether existing or yet-to-be devel 
oped. For example and by way of example only, the Source/ 
drain regions might be fabricated to include or consist of 
materials other than conductively doped Semiconductive 
material, be formed in Semiconductor-on-insulator layers, be 
fabricated to comprise elevated Source/drain regions, etc. 
Alternate channel regions and other configurations are also 
of course contemplated. 
0039) Gated field effective device 10 comprises a gate 28 
received proximate channel region 18 between Source/drain 
regions 14, 16. A gate dielectric 30 is received intermediate 
channel region 18 and gate 28. In the depicted preferred 
embodiment, gate 28 is shown as comprising two conduc 
tive material layers 36 and 38. Exemplary thicknesses for 
layers 36 and 38 are 500 Angstroms and 400 Angstroms, 
respectively. By way of example only, an exemplary mate 
rial for conductive layer/region 36 is conductively doped 
polysilicon, and an exemplary material 38 is one that is of 
higher conductivity than material 36, with tungsten or tung 
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Sten Silicide being but two examples. Gate 28 comprises or 
defines a gate width 35 between source drain regions 14, 16. 
Exemplary optional and preferred insulative Sidewall Spac 
ers 32 and 34 have been formed by anisotropic etching about 
sidewalls of gate 28. By way of example only, preferred 
materials include Silicon dioxide and Silicon nitride. 

0040 Gate dielectric 30 comprises at least two different 
regions along width 35 of gate 28. The different regions are 
characterized by different materials effective to define such 
two different regions to have different dielectric constants k. 
In the depicted exemplary and preferred embodiment, gate 
dielectric 30 comprises at least three, and only three, dif 
ferent regions 42, 44 and 46. Further in one preferred 
embodiment, region 44 comprises a central region which is 
laterally centered along width 35 of gate 28, with regions 42 
and 46 comprising a pair of regions received adjacent to and 
Straddling central region 44. In one preferred embodiment, 
central region 44 is of a different material than either of 
straddling regions 42 and 46 effective to define central 
region 44 to have a different dielectric constant k than that 
of either of straddling regions 42 and 46. In one preferred 
embodiment, Straddling regions 42 and 46 comprise from 
10% to 25% of width 35 of gate 28. 
0041. In one preferred embodiment, different regions 42, 
44 and 46 are respectively characterized by a uniform 
dielectric constant k there acroSS in a direction along width 
35 of gate 28. In one exemplary alternate embodiment, at 
least one of the different regions of the gate dielectric is 
characterized by variable dielectric constant k acroSS the one 
region in a direction along the width of the gate. In one 
exemplary embodiment, each of Straddling regions 42 and 
46 is of higher dielectric constant k than that of central 
region 44. In an alternate embodiment, each of Straddling 
regions 42 and 46 is of lower dielectric constant k than that 
of central region 44. In one exemplary embodiment, Strad 
dling regions 42 and 46 are of the same composition material 
and dielectric constant k. Accordingly by way of example 
only in Such instance, gate dielectric 30 is characterized by 
at least three different regions along width 35 of gate 28 
further characterized by two different dielectric constant 
materials preferably having uniform dielectric constant k 
thereacross in a direction along width 35 of gate 28. In the 
depicted preferred embodiment, regions 42 and 46 are 
received proximate Source/drain regions 14, 16, respec 
tively, and also as shown, preferably extend to Source/drain 
regions 14, 16, respectively. In one preferred embodiment, 
Straddling regions 42 and 46 are of different composition 
material and dielectric constant k. 

0042. In one preferred embodiment, at least one of the 
different gate dielectric regions is characterized by a uniform 
dielectric constant k there acroSS in a direction along the 
width of the gate which spans at least 50% of the width of 
the gate. In the illustrated exemplary FIG. 1 embodiment, 
central region 44 constitutes but one Such exemplary region. 

0043. As described in the “Background” section above, 
Source/drain reoxidation tends to thicken the gate dielectric 
by forming gate oxide regions at the Source/drain edges of 
the gate, leaving the central portion of the gate dielectric 
over the channel region at the as-grown thickness. In the 
current State of the art, an advantageous effect of Such results 
in lowering the electric field at the Source/drain regions, 
thereby reducing hot carrier effects and increasing device 
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lifetimes. An alternative, or addition thereto, would be to 
lower the dielectric constant of the gate dielectric at the 
Source/drain edges by varying gate dielectric composition to 
provide an effectively thicker gate dielectric at the gate 
edges even though the physical thickness of the gate dielec 
tric may be unchanged. Such could have the same effect of 
lowering the electric field at the Source/drain edges. Alter 
nately if desired, dielectric constant by material modification 
could be utilized to raise the dielectric constant at the 
Source/drain edges, or elsewhere along Some portion of the 
gate width. 
0044) Increasing or decreasing the dielectric constant can 
be accomplished by providing the different composition 
material regions by, for example only, doping desired 
regions of the gate dielectric material. For example in one 
implementation, consider that a hafnium oxide gate dielec 
tric can be doped with elemental aluminum Such that the 
effective dielectric constant is reduced from that of pure 
hafnium oxide. Alternately by way of example only, an 
aluminum oxide gate can be doped with elemental hafnium 
for increasing the effective dielectric constant from that of 
aluminum oxide alone. By way of example only, additional 
examples include doping tantalum oxide with niobium to 
result in an increase of k over that of pure tantalum oxide, 
Silicon doping of hafnium oxide to reduce k from that over 
pure hafnium oxide, and Zirconium doping of barium Stron 
tium titanate to result in lower k than that over pure barium 
Strontium titanate. Of course, any dopant might be isovalent, 
acceptor-type or donor-type, and depending on the desire 
and modification of the effective dielectric constant. 

0045. In accordance with one implementation, the differ 
ent gate dielectric materials for the different material regions 
comprise oxides. In one implementation, the different oxides 
comprise Hf, AlO, where “Z” is greater than Zero, and “X” 
and “y” range from 0 to 1 with at least one of “X” and “y” 
being greater than Zero. In one exemplary implementation, 
the different oxides comprise Ta NbO, where “Z” is greater 
than Zero, and “X” and “y” range from 0 to 1 with at least one 
of “X” and “y” being greater than Zero. In one implemen 
tation, the different oxides comprise Hf, SiO, where “Z” is 
greater than Zero, and “X” and “y” range from 0 to 1 with at 
least one of “X” and “y” being greater than Zero. In one 
implementation, the different oxides comprise BaSr, TiO, 
where “X”, “y” and “Z” range from 0 to 1 with at least one 
of “X”, “y” and “Z” being greater than Zero. In one imple 
mentation, the different oxides comprise ZrO, where X 
ranges from 1 to 2. 
0046 FIG. 1 depicts an example wherein one different 
material region 44 is centered laterally between a pair of 
different composition regions 42 and 46 relative to gate 28. 
By way of example only, FIG. 2 provides an alternate 
example embodiment gated field effect device 10a. Like 
numerals from the first-described embodiment are utilized 
where appropriate, with differences being indicated with the 
Suffix "a". Here, a region 44a is depicted as not being 
centered laterally between a pair of regions 42a and 46a. Of 
course, alternate embodiments are contemplated having 
different sizes and orientations for the depicted regions, 
including more or fewer of the illustrated three regions. 
Further and by way of example only, FIG. 3 depicts an 
alternate embodiment gated field effect device 10b. Like 
numerals from the first-described embodiment are utilized 
where appropriate, with differences being indicated with the 
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suffix "b", or with different numerals. Here, gate dielectric 
30b is comprised of only two different regions 43 and 47 
characterized by different materials effective to define two 
different regions having different dielectric constants k. 
FIG.3 depicts regions 43 and 47 as being of the same width 
along width dimension 35 off gate 28, although Such regions 
could of course be of different widths. 

0047 The above-depicted exemplary embodiments illus 
trate the respective gate dielectrics being of constant thick 
neSS along the width of the respective gates. By way of 
example only, a preferred thickness range for gate dielectrics 
30, 30a, and 30b is from 20 Angstroms to 80 Angstroms. 
Further by way of example only, FIG. 4 depicts an alternate 
embodiment gated field effect device 10c wherein the gate 
dielectric is of variable thickneSS along the width of the gate. 
Like numerals from the first-described embodiment are 
utilized where appropriate, with differences being indicated 
with the suffix “c”. Here, gate dielectric 30c depicts different 
material regions 42c and 44c having been Subjected to 
Source/drain re-oxidation Such that a conventional thickened 
region thereof results at the gate edgeS/Sidewalls. Of course, 
only one of the edges might be thickened or any different 
variable thickness might be provided along the width of the 
gate for gate dielectric 30c. 

0.048. The above-described embodiments depict substan 
tially planar or horizontally-oriented gated field effect 
devices. Of course, vertical, annular, or any other configu 
ration is contemplated, whether existing or yet-to-be-devel 
oped, with the above merely being exemplary preferred 
embodiments. 

0049 Additional aspects of the invention contemplate 
fabricating various of the above-described and depicted 
devices, as well as methods of forming gated devices as 
literally claimed including independent of Structural 
attributes as described above. By way of example only, a 
first embodiment method of forming a gated device is 
described with reference to FIGS. 5-8. FIG. 5 depicts a 
Substrate fragment 50 comprising Semiconductor material 
52, for example bulk monocrystalline Silicon. For purposes 
of the continuing discussion, Substrate 52 comprises one of 
a gate region or a channel region, with a channel region 54 
being depicted. Such region 54 may not, and typically will 
not, be completely defined or perhaps at all defined by lateral 
or length boundaries at this point in the process. Regardless, 
the ultimate channel region 54 can be considered as com 
prising a width 55 which will ultimately be defined for the 
gated device. A first metal containing gate dielectric 56 is 
deposited over channel region 54. An exemplary thickneSS 
for layer 56 is from 20 Angstroms to 80 Angstroms. Any of 
the above-described metal and/or Silicon oxides are exem 
plary preferred materials. 

0050 Referring to FIG. 6, some width portion 58 of 
metal containing gate dielectric 56 overlying channel region 
54 has been doped with a second metal different from the 
first metal effective to form at least two different gate 
dielectric regions 58 and 59, 60 along width 55. Such at least 
two different gate dielectric regions are characterized by 
different materials effective to define at least two different of 
gate dielectric regions 58 and 59, 60 to have different 
dielectric constants k. Again, any of the above exemplary 
described materials are preferred. For example and by way 
of example only, a Single metal oxide might initially be 
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deposited, Such as hafnium oxide. Any one or more of the 
depicted width portions 59, 58 and 60 could thereafter be 
doped with another metal, for example aluminum, Such that 
at least two gate dielectric regions characterized as described 
are formed. Alternately by way of example only, layer 56 
might be deposited to comprise multiple metals beyond a 
first metal, with Some width portion of the metal containing 
gate dielectric 56 overlying channel region 54 being doped 
with one of the existing or additional metals of a multiple 
metal containing dielectric layer. Accordingly, the "Second 
metal might also be incorporated in the gate dielectric as 
initially deposited. Further of course, more than two metals 
might be utilized. Preferred doping to produce the described 
at least two different material regions might be by any of ion 
implantation, gas phase diffusion, plasma phase diffusion or 
any other method, whether existing or yet-to-be developed, 
and utilizing appropriate masking or directing of the doping 
metal or metals. 

0051. At some point in such a method of forming a gated 
device, the other of the gate region or the channel region is 
provided over the gate dielectric, and a pair of Source/drain 
regions are also provided proximate the channel region. 
FIG. 7 depicts conductive gate layers 36 and 38 having been 
deposited over gate dielectric 56, with preferred attributes 
being as described above in connection with the first 
described embodiment having layers 36 and 38. FIG. 8 
depicts Subsequent processing thereof to define the depicted 
gate outline having Sidewall Spacers, thereby, in this 
example, producing the exemplary FIG. 1 embodiment 
gated field effect device 10. Of course, the described method 
could be utilized to form any of the other FIGS. 2-4, or 
other, gated field effect devices. Other preferred attributes in 
the method of fabricating the device as just-described 
include any of the above-described attributes in the fabri 
cation of the exemplary FIGS. 1-4 embodiments. 
0.052 FIGS. 5-8 depict an exemplary embodiment 
wherein the first metal containing gate dielectric is deposited 
over the channel region. By way of example only, FIGS. 
9-11 depict an exemplary alternate embodiment substrate 
fragment 50d. Like numerals from the first-described 
embodiment are utilized where appropriate, with differences 
being indicated with the suffix "d”, or with different numer 
als. Substrate fragment 50d is comprised of a base substrate 
52d made up of one or more conductive, Semiconductive 
and/or insulating materials. An insulating layer 61 has been 
formed thereover. An opening or trough 62 has been pro 
vided therein and filled with some suitable conductive gate 
material 64. In this exemplary embodiment, conductive gate 
material 64 defines or comprises a Suitable gate region 
having an exemplary width 55. A first metal containing gate 
dielectric 56d is deposited over gate region 64. 
0053) Referring to FIG. 10, at least one of width portions 
59d., 58d and 60d of metal containing gate dielectric 56d 
overlying gate region 64 has been doped with a Second metal 
different from the first metal effective to form the illustrated 
at least two different gate dielectric regions 58d and 59d., 
60d. 

0054 Referring to FIG. 11, a semiconductor layer 66 has 
been deposited. Such has been processed, patterned and 
otherwise formed to comprise Source/drain regions 67 and 
68, and a channel region 69 therebetween. 
0055. Further by way of example only, another exem 
plary method of forming a gated device is described with 
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reference to FIGS. 12-16. FIG. 12 depicts a substrate 
fragment 70 comprising, for example, a bulk Semiconductor 
substrate 72. Substrate 72 comprises a channel region 54, for 
example as described above in connection with Substrate 
fragment in FIG. 5. A first gate dielectric material 74 has 
been deposited over channel region 54 of Semiconductor 
substrate 72. Conductive gate material 75 has been formed 
over first gate dielectric material 74, with exemplary layers 
36 and 38 as described above being shown to encompass 
conductive gate material 75. 
0056 Referring to FIG. 13, conductive gate material 75 
has been patterned effective to form a gate 76 over first gate 
dielectric material 74. Gate 76 can be considered as com 
prising opposing sides 78 and 80 defining a gate width 55 
therebetween. In the depicted exemplary preferred embodi 
ment, first gate dielectric material 74 is patterned commen 
Surate with the patterning of conductive gate material 75 
effective to form first gate material 74 to comprise opposing 
sides 82 and 84 which are laterally coincident with gate sides 
78 and 80, respectively. However, the invention also con 
templates leaving some or all of material 74 over the 
Source/drain regions at this point in the process. In one 
preferred embodiment, FIG. 13 also depicts the formation of 
lightly doped drain regions 24 and 26. 

0057 Referring to FIG. 14, the first gate dielectric mate 
rial has been isotropically etched from at least one side of the 
gate effective to receSS the gate dielectric material on the at 
least one side to under the gate. In the depicted preferred 
embodiment, isotropic etching of first gate dielectric mate 
rial 74 has been conducted from both sides 78 and 80 of gate 
76 effective to recess first gate dielectric material 74 on both 
such sides to be received beneath gate 76 within the lateral 
confines of gate sides 78 and 80. Exemplary preferred 
isotropic etching includes wet etching. For example, and by 
way of example only, where gate dielectric material 74 
comprises hafnium oxide, layer 38 comprises tungsten or 
tungsten Silicide, and layer 36 comprises doped polysilicon, 
an exemplary isotropic etching chemistry for hafnium oxide 
to produce the exemplary construction of FIG. 14 includes 
wet etching with HF or phosphoric acid, or dry etch with Cl 
based chemistries at elevated temperatures up to 300° C. 
0.058 Referring to FIG. 15, after the isotropic etching, a 
second gate dielectric material 86 different from first gate 
dielectric material 74 has been deposited to within the 
recesses previously formed beneath gate 76. Second gate 
dielectric material 86 is characterized as having a different 
dielectric constant k than that of first gate dielectric material 
74. Again, and by way of example only, any of the above 
described exemplary preferred materials can be utilized. 
Exemplary preferred techniques for the deposition include 
chemical vapor deposition and atomic layer deposition 
towards achieving the depicted recess filling of FIG. 15. 
0059 Referring to FIG. 16, Subsequent processing is 
depicted whereby, in one preferred embodiment, Second gate 
dielectric material 86 has been anisotropically etched to 
form insulative field effect device sidewall spacers 88 and 
90. Further and ultimately as shown, a pair of source/drain 
regions 92 and 94 have been formed proximate channel 
region 54. In the exemplary depicted embodiment, Such 
encompass lightly doped drain regions 24 and 26, respec 
tively, and highest dopant concentration regions 96 and 98, 
respectively. In the depicted and described exemplary 
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embodiment, the formation of highest dopant concentration 
regions 96 and 98 of source/drain regions 92 and 94, 
respectively, is conducted after both of the described iso 
tropic etching of dielectric material 74 and the depositing of 
Second gate dielectric material 86. Processing is, of course, 
contemplated where the providing of the highest dopant 
concentration regions of the Source/drain regions is provided 
before one or both of the isotropic etching and depositing of 
the Second gate dielectric material. By way of example only, 
other attributes are preferably as described above in con 
junction with the FIGS. 1-4 embodiments. 
0060 Yet another exemplary preferred method of form 
ing a gated device in accordance with aspects of the inven 
tion is described with reference to FIGS. 17-19 in conjunc 
tion with a semiconductor substrate fragment 100. By way 
of example only, Such comprises a bulk Semiconductor 
Substrate, for example monocrystalline Silicon. Such com 
prises one of a gate region or a channel region, with an 
exemplary channel region 54 being shown having a width 
55, for example as described above in connection with FIG. 
5. For purposes of the continuing discussion, Substrate 
fragment 100 can be considered as comprising a first portion 
104 and a second portion 105. In the depicted FIG. 17 
embodiment, first portion 104 comprises a portion of width 
55 of channel region 54. Such portion thereof has been 
masked while depositing a first gate dielectric material 110 
over second portion 105 of channel region 54. Exemplary 
preferred materials are any of those described above in 
conjunction with the FIG. 1 embodiment. An exemplary 
preferred technique for masking and depositing material 110 
includes depositing material 110, then patterning with pho 
toresist, followed by etching. 
0061 Referring to FIG. 18, second portion 105 of width 
55 of channel region 54 has been masked while depositing 
a Second gate dielectric material 115, different from first gate 
dielectric material 110, which is received over first portion 
104 of width 55 of channel region 54. The first and second 
gate dielectric materials 110 and 115 are characterized by 
different dielectric constants k. Again, exemplary preferred 
materials are those described above in connection with the 
FIG. 1 embodiment. 

0062 Ultimately, the other of the gate region or the 
channel region is provided over the first and Second gate 
dielectric materials, and a pair of Source/drain regions is 
provided proximate the channel region. By way of example 
only, FIG. 19 depicts the fabrication of gated field effect 
device 10 of the exemplary first described embodiment. 
Other exemplary preferred attributes are as described above 
with respect to the FIGS. 1-4 embodiments. 
0063 FIGS. 17-19 depict that the described maskings of 
the first and Second portions occur over the channel region. 
Of course, this aspect of the invention also contemplates 
maskings of the first and Second portions occurring over a 
gate region, for example analogous processing to that 
depicted and described in conjunction with FIGS. 9-11. 
0064 FIG. 20 illustrates generally, by way of example 
but not by way of limitation, an embodiment of a computer 
System 400 according to an aspect of the present invention. 
Computer system 400 includes a monitor 401 or other 
communication output device, a keyboard 402 or other 
communication input device, and a motherboard 404. Moth 
erboard 404 can carry a microprocessor 406 or other data 
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processing unit, and at least one memory device 408. 
Memory device 408 can comprise various aspects of the 
invention described above. Memory device 408 can com 
prise an array of memory cells, and Such array can be 
coupled with addressing circuitry for accessing individual 
memory cells in the array. Further, the memory cell array can 
be coupled to a read circuit for reading data from the 
memory cells. The addressing and read circuitry can be 
utilized for conveying information between memory device 
408 and processor 406. Such is illustrated in a block diagram 
of the motherboard 404 as shown in FIG. 21. In Such block 
diagram, the addressing circuitry is illustrated as 410 and the 
read circuitry is illustrated as 412. 

0065. In particular aspects of the invention, memory 
device 408 can correspond to a memory module. For 
example, single in-line memory modules (SIMMs) and dual 
in-line memory modules (DIMMs) may be used in imple 
mentations that utilize the teachings of the present invention. 
The memory device can be incorporated into any of a variety 
of designs that provide different methods of reading from 
and writing to memory cells of the device. One Such method 
is the page mode operation. Page mode operations in a 
DRAM are defined by the method of accessing a row of a 
memory cell arrays and randomly accessing different col 
umns of the array. Data Stored at the row and column 
interSection can be read and output while that column is 
accessed. 

0.066 An alternate type of device is the extended data 
output (EDO) memory that allows data stored at a memory 
array address to be available as output after the addressed 
column has been closed. This memory can increase Some 
communication Speeds by allowing Shorter access signals 
without reducing the time in which memory output data is 
available on a memory bus. Other alternative types of 
devices include SDRAM, DDR SDRAM, SLDRAM, 
VRAM and Direct RDRAM, as well as others such as 
SRAM or Flash memories. 

0067 FIG. 22 illustrates a simplified block diagram of a 
high-level organization of various embodiments of an exem 
plary electronic system 700 which, by way of example only, 
can be incorporated with aspects of the present invention. 
System 700 can correspond to, for example, a computer 
System, a process control System, or any other System that 
employs a processor and asSociated memory. Electronic 
System 700 has functional elements, including a processor or 
arithmetic/logic unit (ALU) 702, a control unit 704, a 
memory device unit 706 and an input/output (I/O) device 
708. Generally, electronic system 700 will have a native set 
of instructions that Specify operations to be performed on 
data by the processor 702 and other interactions between the 
processor 702, the memory device unit 706 and the I/O 
devices 708. The control unit 704 coordinates all operations 
of the processor 702, the memory device 706 and the I/O 
devices 708 by continuously cycling through a set of opera 
tions that cause instructions to be fetched from the memory 
device 706 and executed. In various embodiments, the 
memory device 706 includes, but is not limited to, random 
access memory (RAM) devices, read-only memory (ROM) 
devices, and peripheral devices Such as a floppy disk drive 
and a compact disk CD-ROM drive. One of ordinary skill in 
the art will understand, upon reading and comprehending 
this disclosure, that any of the illustrated electrical compo 
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nents are capable of being fabricated to include DRAM or 
other memory cells in accordance with various aspects of the 
present invention. 

0068 FIG. 23 is a simplified block diagram of a high 
level organization of various embodiments of an exemplary 
electronic system 800. The system 800 includes a memory 
device 802 that has an array of memory cells 804, address 
decoder 806, row access circuitry 808, column access cir 
cuitry 810, read/write control circuitry 812 for controlling 
operations, and input/output circuitry 814. The memory 
device 802 further includes power circuitry 816, and sensors 
820, such as current sensors for determining whether a 
memory cell is in a low-threshold conducting State or in a 
high-threshold non-conducting State. The illustrated power 
circuitry 816 includes power Supply circuitry 880, circuitry 
882 for providing a reference voltage, circuitry 884 for 
providing a first wordline with pulses, circuitry 886 for 
providing a second wordline with pulses, and circuitry 888 
for providing a bitline with pulses. The system 800 also 
includes a processor 822, or memory controller for memory 
accessing. 

0069. The memory device 802 receives control signals 
from the processor 822 over wiring or metallization lines. 
The memory device 802 is used to store data that is accessed 
via I/O lines. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art 
that additional circuitry and control Signals can be provided, 
and that the memory device 802 has been simplified to help 
focus on the invention. At least one of the processor 822 or 
memory device 802 can include a capacitor construction in 
a memory device of the type described previously herein. 

0070 The various illustrated systems of this disclosure 
are intended to provide a general understanding of various 
applications for the circuitry and structures of the present 
invention, and are not intended to Serve as a complete 
description of all the elements and features of an electronic 
System using memory cells in accordance with aspects of the 
present invention. One of ordinary skill in the art will 
understand that the various electronic Systems can be fab 
ricated in Single-package processing units, or even on a 
Single Semiconductor chip, in order to reduce the commu 
nication time between the processor and the memory 
device(s). 
0071 Applications for memory cells can include elec 
tronic Systems for use in memory modules, device drivers, 
power modules, communication modems, processor mod 
ules, and application-specific modules, and may include 
multilayer, multichip modules. Such circuitry can further be 
a Subcomponent of a variety of electronic Systems, Such as 
a clock, a television, a cell phone, a personal computer, an 
automobile, an industrial control System, an aircraft, and 
others. 

0072. In compliance with the statute, the invention has 
been described in language more or less Specific as to 
Structural and methodical features. It is to be understood, 
however, that the invention is not limited to the specific 
features shown and described, Since the means herein dis 
closed comprise preferred forms of putting the invention 
into effect. The invention is, therefore, claimed in any of its 
forms or modifications within the proper Scope of the 
appended claims appropriately interpreted in accordance 
with the doctrine of equivalents. 
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1. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising at least two 
different regions along the width of the gate, the 
different regions being characterized by different mate 
rials effective to define the two different regions to have 
different dielectric constants k, the different regions 
comprising a pair of lower dielectric constant k regions 
received proximate the Source/drain regions, with a 
higher dielectric constant k region being received lat 
erally between the pair, the higher dielectric constant k 
region not being centered laterally between the pair 
relative to the gate. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the different regions are 
respectively characterized by a uniform dielectric constant k 
thereacroSS in a direction along the width of the gate. 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
different regions is characterized by a variable dielectric 
constant k across the one region in a direction along the 
width of the gate. 

4-11. (canceled) 
12. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising at least two 
different regions along the width of the gate, the 
different regions being characterized by different mate 
rials effective to define the two different regions to have 
different dielectric constants k, the different regions 
comprising a pair of higher dielectric constant k regions 
received proximate the Source/drain regions, with a 
lower dielectric constant k region being received lat 
erally between the pair, the lower dielectric constant k 
region not being centered laterally between the pair 
relative to the gate. 

13. (canceled) 
14. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising at least two 
different regions alone the width of the gate, the dif 
ferent regions being characterized by different materi 
als effective to define the two different regions to have 
different dielectric constants k, the gate dielectric being 
of variable thickness along the width of the gate. 
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15-23. (canceled) 
24. The device of claim 1 comprised by a memory device. 
25. The method of claim 24 wherein the memory device 

is DRAM. 
26. The method of claim 24 wherein the memory device 

is further comprised by a computer System that includes a 
microprocessor. 

27. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising a central 
region laterally centered along the width of the gate and 
a pair of regions adjacent to and Straddling the central 
region, the central region being of a different material 
than either of the Straddling regions effective to define 
the central region to have a different dielectric constant 
k than that of either of the Straddling regions, the gate 
dielectric being of variable thickness along the width of 
the gate. 

28. The device of claim 27 wherein the straddling regions 
are of the same composition material and dielectric constant 
k. 

29. The device of claim 28 wherein the straddling regions 
are respectively characterized by a uniform dielectric con 
Stant k thereacroSS in a direction along the width of the gate. 

30. The device of claim 27 wherein the straddling regions 
are of different composition material and dielectric constant 
k. 

31. The device of claim 30 wherein the straddling regions 
are respectively characterized by a uniform dielectric con 
Stant k thereacroSS in a direction along the width of the gate. 

32. (canceled) 
33. The device of claim 27 wherein each of the straddling 

regions is of higher dielectric constant k than that of the 
central region. 

34. The device of claim 27 wherein each of the straddling 
regions is of lower dielectric constant k than that of the 
central region. 

35-42. (canceled) 
43. A gated field effect device comprising: 

a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 
therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a Sate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising a central 
region laterally centered along the width of the Sate and 
a pair of regions adjacent to and Straddling the central 
region, the central region being of a different material 
than either of the Straddling regions effective to define 
the central region to have a different dielectric constant 
k than that of either of the Straddling regions, the pair 
of Straddling regions comprising two different widths 
along the width of the gate. 
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44. (canceled) 
45. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 

a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the gate dielectric comprising a central 
region laterally centered along the width of the gate and 
a pair of regions adjacent to and Straddling the central 
region and extending to the Source/drain regions, the 
central region being of a different material than either 
of the Straddling regions effective to define the central 
region to have a different dielectric constant k than that 
of either of the Straddling regions, the Straddling 
regions being of the same composition material and 
respectively characterized by a uniform dielectric con 
Stant k thereacroSS in a direction along the width of the 
gate, the gate dielectric being of variable thickness 
alone the width of the gate. 

46-55. (canceled) 
56. A gated field effect device comprising: 
a pair of Source/drain regions having a channel region 

therebetween; 
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a gate proximate the channel region between the Source/ 
drain regions, the gate comprising a gate width between 
the Source/drain regions, and 

a gate dielectric received intermediate the channel region 
and the gate, the Sate dielectric comprising a central 
region laterally centered along the width of the Sate and 
a pair of regions adjacent to and Straddling the central 
region and extending to the Source/drain regions, the 
central region being of a different material than either 
of the Straddling regions effective to define the central 
region to have a different dielectric constant k than that 
of either of the Straddling regions, the Straddling 
regions being of the same composition material and 
respectively characterized by a uniform dielectric con 
Stant k thereacroSS in a direction along the width of the 
gate, the pair of Straddling regions comprising two 
different widths along the width of the gate. 

57. (canceled) 
58. The device of claim 45 comprised by a memory 

device. 
59. The method of claim 58 wherein the memory device 

is DRAM. 
60. The method of claim 58 wherein the memory device 

is further comprised by a computer System that includes a 
microprocessor. 

61-82. (canceled) 


