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(57) Abstract

A method and system for commanding and con-
trolling diverse home devices. A first home device ca-
pable of displaying user interface data is connected to a
home network. A second home device stores user inter-
face data that defines a user interface for commanding
and controlling the second home device, also connected
to the homenetwork. The first device receives the user
interface data from the second device over the network.
The first device then displays the user interface as de-
fined by the data. The user interacts with the user in-
terface displayed on the first device by a control device.
User input is accepted from the user responsive to the
interaction. Control and command information is sent
from the first home device to the second home device in
order to control the second device according to the user
input. Since the user interface can be displayed from
any device, a single control device may control a plu-
rality of different devices without requiring any change
in the mode of operation of the control device.
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_u Box II: Unity of Invention is lacking
The application consists "a posterioni” of the following multple inventons:

Claims | Inventon

2 ... selected 1nterface data ...

3-5 ... configuration manager ... 1st home device

6 ... HTML data ...

7-8 ... senial bus ...

9-10 ... Etherner ...

11 ... second bus ...

12 ... connecting the home network to the Internet ...

13-15 .. HTML page ...

16-17 ... configuraton manager ... 2nd home device

18 .. HTML, XML, JAVA ...

19 ... Internet Protocol ...

20 ... laver other then IP network layer ...

21 ... Function coatrol protocol ...

22 ... sending control and command informatdon over the Internet ...

23 A home network system ...

24-25 Control system for controlling a plurality of devices ... communicating either with
said client device ...

26-27 Conturol system for controlling a plurality of devices ... communicating (alternate)
with any one of said plural devices ... to perform a predetermined function ...

28-29 Control system for controlling a plurality of devices ... communicating with any
one of said plural devices ... by providing a control command ...
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