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has an upper-surface shoulder-forming de 
Be it known that , GEORGE B, OKEY, a pression 2 around its side and end edges, in citizen of the United States, residing at In 

dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Cement Burial 
Waults; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
My invention is directed to the production 

of an improved cement burial-vault of sec 
tions; and the object of my improvement is 
the security of the casket, and body by a vault. 
the sections of which are assembled and fas 
tened together by novel means at the place 
of burial with little labor and time, and in 
the clains appended hereto i will point out 
the parts and combinations of parts which 
constitute any invention. 
The following description, read in connec 

tion with the accompanying, drawings, will 
enable any one, skilled in the art to which inly 
invention relates to understand and to prac 
tice my invention in the form in which pre fer to employ it. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 shows 
in perspective the interior of a half-section 
of a cement vait, and the means by which 
the side, botton), and top sections of each 
longitudinal half are set up and fastened to 
gether. Fig. 2 shows in perspective the 
means by which one of the ends of the vault 
is secured to the side sections, the sections 
being shown separated. Fig. 3 shows inte 
rior side view the means by which the meet 
ing ends of the side sections are secured to 
ether, the jihner part of the wall being 
E. away for that purpose. Fig. 4 shows 
in perspective the under side of a section of 
the lid and the means by which it is rendered 
self-fastening to the inner walls of the side 
sections. Fig. 5 is a vertical transverse sec 
tion of the vault. Fig. 6 is a vertical long 
tudinal section of the same. Fig. 7 is a view in 
Vault. g 

The vault is made of cement in two long 
tudinal half-sections, each of separate side, 
bottom, top and end sections, adapted to be 
assembled and fastened together with air and 
Water tight joints. Each bottom section 1 

erspective of the closed and finished 

which are seated the side and end sections. 
The end sections 3 have inner-wall shoulder 
forming depressions 4 around their vertical 
and top edges, wherein are seated the ends of 
the sides and of the top sections, while, the 
inner walls at the top edges of the side sec 
tions have recesses forming shoulders 5, on 
which the lid-sections 6 are seated. All the 
joints are square and rendered air and water 
tight by cement. Each section is molded 
with an embedded skeleton frame, preferably 
of steel riveted bai's 7 (shown by dotted lines) 
and which constitute the members of the 
fastenings for said sections. 
The bars of the netallic frames of the bot 

ton and side sections are so arranged that 
their ends are caused to interlock in seating 
the side sections in the shoulder-forning de 
pressions 2 of the bottom section. For this 
purpose the embedded frame of the botton 
section has a pair of transverse bars 88, the 
ends 99 of which project beyond the shoul 
ders of said depressions into corresponding 
recesses in the inner wall at the lower edge of 
the side sectioia where they engage the ends 
1 () () of the vertical bars 77 of the embedded 
frame of said side section, and which ends 1() 
are bent to for in the iotton of said recesses, 
as in Figs, 1, 3, and 5. 

Sections at four interlocking-points, so that, 
the sides cannot be separated from the bot 
toim. 
The meeting ends of the bottom sections 

are secured in abutting relation by bolts 11, 
which engage the bent ends' 2 of the longitu 
dinal bars 7 of said botton embedded frame, 
and for this purpose the bolts are counter 
sunk in the upper surfaces of the botton 
joined sections. At their meeting edges these 
bottom sections are formed with shouldered 
depressions 13, which when the bottom sec 
tions are thus secured are filed with centent 
and troweled smooth, covering the counter 
sunk bolts, making this botton joint, water 
tight. The end sections are secured to the 
side sections by angle ends orhopks 14, stand 
ing down at the side edges of the ends so as 
to engage countersunk eyes 15 in the shoul 
der-forming depression 6, in which a vertical Io 
groove 17 is formed, leading from said eye i5 

Each botton section. 
is therefore secured to the corresponding side 
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that they are mounted to swing and are held 
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and opening at the top edge of the side sec 
tion, so that when the hooks are slipped down 
into the eyes and the end sections seated and 
cemented on the bottom shouldered depres 
sion 2 the groove 17 is filled with cement and 
the hooks and eyes being embedded in the ce 
ment forms a secure lock. I prefer to form 
these hooks on a transverse rod 18, which is a 
part of the embedded frame 7, as in Fig. 2. 
At their meeting ends the side sections are 

formed with a groove 20, open at the inher 
wall, as in Fig. 3. The mediate horizontal 
bars 21 of the embedded frames of the side 
Sections terminate in eyes or hooked ifins 22 
in said wall-grooves, so that the eyes are in 
vertical alinement and are locked by a rod 23, 
passed through said eyes within said groove. 
The groove is then filled with cenhent and 
troweled smooth, embedding the fod and its 
eyes and locking the side sections together. 
The lid is of sections corresponding to the 

side sections and is supported on the shotil 
ders 5, formed on the inner walls of the sides 
and end sections, and is preferably archet. 
The lid-sections are, like the other sections, 
separately set in place and their joints sealed 
by cement. Each lid-section is provided 
with concealed self-fastenings, and when fas 
tened there is no access to them froin the out 
side. A peculiarity of these fastenings is 

up on the under side of the lid at each of its 
side s from which position they are 
tripped or released and caused to fall or swing 
down by gravity, and thereby automatically 
becpine engaged with projections on the in 
ner walls of the side sections, locking the lid 
thereto, 
A plate-spring 24 is mediately riveted on 

the under side of the lid to a bar of the em 
bedded frame 7, the ends of the spring ter 
minating at or near each edge of the lid. A. 
yoke 25 is pivotally hung by its ends to the 
ends 26 of the enbedded frame 7, so that 
the yoke is free, to swing up and down on its 
pivots. When "swung up, it is catased to en 
gage and be held up by the free ends of the 
spring 24, and when it is tripped from its en 
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gagement with the end of the spring it falls 
by gravity against the inier wall of the side 
section aid is thereby caused to engage the 
bent ends 27 of a pair of vertical bars 77 of 
the enbedded fraine. The bar ends 27 for 
this purpose stand out from the inner wall; 
and the yoke 25 swings beneith them and is 
held by gravity in locket engagement with 
them. 

In setting the lid-sections the yokes are 
each held up to the lid by the free einds of the 
spring, as in Fig. 4, and the lid-joints havin 
been cemented each of the yokes are trippe 
and released from their engagement with the 
elds of the springs by iiiserting a rod 28 
thritish a hole 29 in the lid, so as to engage 
arid press the ends of the spring dowri, and 

821,185 

thus allow the yokes to slip off and fall into 
locking engagement with the hook ends on 
the walls of the side sections, the holes being 
then closed by cement. 

From the foregoing description it will be 
seen that each section of the vault is con 
structed with novel means by which the sev 
eral sections are secured together quickly 
and with little labor and the fastening means. 
concealed entirely within the closure of the 
vault and that the lid is secured by novel de 
vices concealed within the vault and which 
in their locking function are not accessible 
from the ottside. 
An advantage incident to the means en 

ploy for securing the lid is that the lid can be 
set in place and remain unfistened for A. 
poses desirable to remove it and the final 
steps of securing it take? by inserting rods 
through the holes in the lid to trip each end 
of the locking-yoke from its engagement with 
the ends of the lid-spring, at the same time to 
let the yoke Swing down into locking eitgage 
sections, and the employment of a pair of wall 
locks for each yoke gives a more extended fastening to the lid along both its side edges. 
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It is also important to note that while the 
embedded metal fraines reinforce the cement 
walls they serve by integral parts the direct 
iileans of connecting and securing the sections 
together at their joining edges. 

I have shown in Fig. 3 a single hook exteh 
sion of each embedded frame cotipled to 
gth by a vertical embedded couplingfod 
or sectiring the sit 
viously each frame may have a plurality of 
such coupling-arms in engagement with said 
embedded rod. 

Obviously the fastening device for the Side 
sectionis (shown in Fig. 3) may be used for 
fastening the meeting ends of the bottoil 
sections in the place of the bolts. . 
The inner sides at the top edge of each side 

and end section are recessed, forming the 
shotilder 5, while the edge of the lid is bey 
eled, forming thereby a gutter, which wheii 
the lid is placed ih position is filled with ce. 
ment, which unites the lid to the sides and 
entis and makes a water-tight joint. Hooks 
30, fastened in the embedded frihes of the 
lid-sections and projeeting above the cemefit, 
serve for the attachinent of straps for lower 
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ing the lid-sections to their seats, the em bedded framies giving the necessary lifting 
strength to the E. as the fraines cannot 
pull out of the body of the ceilent. The lid 
sections having been foperly seated and 
sealed, the whole top surface of the lid, includ 
ing the edges of the sides and ends, is cov 
ered with cement, which covers also the 
hibioks, so that the vault will have the appear 
afice of a solid block of granite. All the see 
tionis interlock with each other when assein 
bling theni except the lid, which is locked 
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when desired, and the only parts requiring 
manual labor to fasten are the two screw-bolts 
to unite the bottom sections. 

I claim- t 
1. In a sectional burial-vault, a bottom of 

sections, an embedded frame in each section, 
each frame having a pair of arms each termi 
nating in uncovered angle ends at the joining 
of said sections, said frame having also a pair 
of arms projecting, at the opposite side edges, 
and terminating in straight uncovered ends, 
side sections each having an embedded frame, 
each frame having a pair of vertical armster 
minating in angle ends in recesses at the 
lower edges of said sides, the side projecting 
arms of the bottom frames freely engaging 
the said angle 3nds within said side recesses 
to lock the sides to the bottom, and means 
for securing the angle ends of said bottom 
frames together. 

2. In a burial-vault of sections, the end 
sections, an embedded frame in each having 
a horizontal arm terminating at each vertical 
edge in an angle end or hook, the side sections 
each having an eye on their inner walls into 
which the hooks are adapted to be slid to lock 
the end sections to the sides, the said engaged 
parts being sealed in the side walls. 

3. A burial-vault of two longitudinal half 
sections, each half comprising bottom, side, 
end and lid sections, each section having an 
embedded frame, the frame of the bottom 
section having a pair of arms terminating in 
uncovered angle ends at the joining of the 
bottom sections, said frame also having a 
pair of arms terminating in uncovered ends 
at each side of said bottom section, the 
frame of the side sections having a pair of 
arms terminating in uncovered angle ends in 
recesses in the lower edges of the side sections 
for engagement with the uncovered ends of 
the arms of the bottom section, and means 
for securing the side sections to the end sec 
tion consisting of a member of the embedded 
frame of said end section terminating in 
crank-hooks standing down at the side edges 
of said end section and eyes on the inner walls 
of the side sections into which the said hooks 
are adapted for slidable engagement, and 
means for securing the lid-sections to said 
side sections. \ 

4. A burial-vault of two half longitudinal 
sections, each half comprising separate bot 
tom, side, end and lid, an embedded frame 
in each section, means for securing the side 
sections together consisting of one or more 
arms projecting from said embed led frames 
terminating in a hook at the junctio of said 
side sections and a vertical rod coupling said 
hooked ends, the hook-arm and the rod 'be 
ing embedded in the walls and means fo, Se 
curing the lid-sections to the side sections. 

.5. In a burial-vault and in combination 
with a metallic frame embedded in each of its 
vertical sides, and having meinbers terminat 

ing in projections on the inner wails, a lid 
Supported on said sides, 8, 
mounted on the under side of the lid for en 
gagement with said frame projections for 
locking the lid, and means attached to the 
under side of the lid whereby the yokes are 
held in positions to fall by gravity into lock 
ing engagement with said wall projections. 

6. In a burial-vault, a lid, a yoke pivotally 
mounted on its under side at each edge and 
parallel thereto, a spring secured transversely 
of the lid with its free ends terminating in 
such relation to said yokes as to engage and 
hold them up out of locking positions, and 
means whereby each end of the spring may 
be depressed to trip the yokes to allow them 
to fall, and means for locking them. 

7. In a vault-lid a transverse plate-spring 
on the under side of said lid terminating in 
free ends, a pair of yokes each pivotally 
mounted on the under side of said lid parallel 
with and near each side edge in such relation 
to the free ends of said spring as to be caused 
to become engaged therewith, projections on 
the inner side wall arranged to engage each 
end of theyoke, a hole in the lid at each free 
end of said spring, and means introduced 
through said holes in engagement with said 
free ends of the spring for tripping the yokes 
which are thereby caused to swing down in 
locking engagement with Said side-wall pro 
jections. 

oke pivotally 
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8. In a vault, its vertical sides having in- - ward wall projections, the lid, a pair of yokes 
mounted to swing up and down on the under 
side of the lid in locking relation to said wall 
projections, means carried by the lid for re 
taining the yokes out of locking engagement, 
and means whereby the yokes are tripped to 
cause them to swing by gravity into locking 
engagement with said wall projections. 

9. A burial-vault of separate molded sec 
tions, a frame embedded in each section, the 
frames in the side sections having each a pair 
of arms each terminating in an angle end in 8, 
recess at the lower edge of the inner wail, the 
frame of the bottom section having a pair of 
arms the ends whereof project into said waii 
recesses in engagement with the angle ends of 
the side frames, thereby locking the side sec 
tions against vertical separation from the 
bottom. 

10. A burial-vault of separate molded sec 
tions, a frame embedded in each section, the 
frames of the side sections having each a pair 
of arms each terminating in an angle end in a 
recess at the lower edge of the inner wall, the 
frame of the bottom section having a pair of 
arms the ends whereof project into said wall 
recesses in engagement with the angle ends of 
the side frames thereby locking the side Sec 
tions against vertical separation, the frames 
of the end sections having each a member 
the ends of which terminate in hooks at 
their posite vertical edges, an eye oil the 
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inner vertical wall of each side section adapi- sitions, the side sections, and means on their 
ed to engage the hooks of the end section to inner walls adapted to be engaged by said iock thesides against lateral separation, yokes. 

1. A lid for a burial-vault, an embedded. In testimony whereof I have signed my I5 
frame therein, a pair of yokes each pivotally name to this specification in the presence of 
mounted in said frame on the under side of two subscribing witnesses. - said lid in parallel relation to the edges of the 
lid, means carried by the lid adapted to en- GEORGE B, OKEY. 
gage and retain each yoke in a swung-up po- Witnesses: . 
sition at the under side of the lid, means for L. A. E. STORCH, , 
releasing the yokes from their swung-up po- H. R. THOMSON. 


