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This invention relates to chair tracks, and 
more particularly to a track arrangement for 
chairs for use in restaurants, dining rooms and 
the like, to facilitate the movement of a chair 
near a dining table to enable a patron to be 
seated or to leave the table. 
A main object of the invention is to provide 

a novel and improved chair track arrangement 
which is very simple, which is easy to install, 
and which enables a person to be seated at a 
table or to leave the table with a minimum 
amount of effort and without disturbing patrons 
at adjacent tables. ?? 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved chair track for use in dining 
rooms, restaurants and similar establishments, 
said arrangement involving a very few parts, 
allowing a chair to be rotated to a very Substan 
tial angle, and allowing a person to be seated 
at a table or to leave a table without requiring 
the chair to be lifted. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will become apparent from the follow 
ing description and claims, and from the ac 
companying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view showing a chair 
disposed adjacent a table and illustrating the 
use of improved track elements for receiving the 
lower ends of the legs of the chair, in accord 
ance with the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a vertical, cross-sectional view 
taken on line 2-2 of Figure li; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged, cross-sectional, ver 
tical detail view taken through the lower end of 
one of the chair legs and its receiving track; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged, cross-sectional, detail 
view taken online 4-4 of Figure 2. 

Referring to the drawings, f generally des 
ignates a chair provided with four legs desig 
nated respectively at 2, 3, 4 and 5 in Fig 
ure 1. Secured to the bottom end of each leg 
is a hemispherical, metal socket 6 which re 
ceives a ball bearing T. The ball bearing of 
the left, rear leg f 5, as viewed in Figure 1, is 
received in a relatively large, concave seat 8 
embedded in the floor and defining a fixed, piv 
otal bearing around which the chair f may be 
swiveled, as will be subsequently described. 
Designated at 9 is a semicircular, concave track 
formed of metal or the like which is embedded 
in the floor and which has its center at the 
pivot seat 8. As shown in Figure 1, the left, 
front leg 2 and the right, rear leg 4 have their 
ball bearings IT positioned in the trackway 9. 
Designated at 20 is another arcuate trackway 
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extending parallel to the trackway 9 and which 
is embedded in the floor in the same manner 
as trackway 9, the trackway 20 being arranged 
to receive the ball bearing 7 associated with the 
front, right leg 3. As shown in Figure 1, the 
trackways 9 and 20 are arranged so that they 
will guide the legs 2, 4 and 3 when the chair 

is swung from its full line position, where 
in it is positioned facing the table 2, to a 
dotted line position wherein the chair faces in 
a direction Substantially at right angles to the 
full line position of Figure 1. In being rotated 
from its full line position to its dotted line po 
sition of Figure 1, and vice versa, the position 
of the leg 5 remains fixed, inasmuch as its ball 
bearing 7 pivotally supports the leg in the 
Seat 8. 
From the above description, it is apparent 

that a person may be readily seated without 
lifting the chair by first rotating the chair to its 
dotted line position of Figure 1, allowing the 
person to occupy the chair, and then returning 
the chair to its full line position of Figure 1, 
whereby the person confronts the table 2. A 
person may readily leave the table without lift 
ing the chair by reversing the above procedure. 
By the above-described arrangement, patrons 

in restaurants, dining rooms, and similar estab 
lishments may be readily seated with a min 
imum of discomfort and inconvenience, and may 
readily leave their tables without disturbing 
diners at adjacent tables. 
While a specific embodiment of an improved 

track arrangement for chairs has been disclosed 
in the foregoing description, it will be under 
stood that various modifications within the 
spirit of the invention may occur to those skilled 
in the art. Therefore, it is intended that no 
limitations be placed on the invention except as 
defined by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with a chair having four 

legs and a table, closely adjacent to the chair, 
resting upon a Supporting surface, of means for 
mounting said chair for movement from a po 
sition facing and partially underlying said table 
to a laterally facing position for receiving or 
discharging an individual, said means compris 
ing a rotatable caster carried by each of said 
legs, a bearing member carried by said sup 
porting surface and receiving the caster of one 
of the rear legs for mounting said chair for 
pivotal movement about the longitudinal axis of 
said one rear leg, means spaced from said bear 
ing member and carried by said supporting sur 
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face providing a first arcuate track arranged 
concentrically of said longitudinal axis, Said 
first track being spaced from said bearing mem 
ber and receiving the caster of the front leg of 
said chair diagonally opposed to Said one rear 
leg, and means spaced from Said bearing nem 
bel and carried by said supporting Surface pro 
viding a second arcuate track disposed inwardly 
of and in spaced parallel relation. With respect 
to said first arcuate track, said Second track be 
ing spaced from said bearing member and re 
ceiving the casters of the remaining legs of Said 
chair. 

2. The combination with a chair having foul 
legs and a table, closely adjacent Said chair, 
resting upon a supporting Surface, of means for 
mounting said chair for movement from a po 
sition facing and partially underlying Said table 
to a laterally facing position for receiving or dis 
charging an individual, said means COinnprising a 
rotatable caster carried by each of Said legs, a 
bearing member carried by Said Supporting Sui 
face and receiving the caster of Oine Of the real' 
legs for mounting said chair foi pivotal MOVIe 
ment about the longitudinal axis Of Said Cine real' 
leg, means spaced from Said bearing inelinger and 
carried by said supporting Surface providing a 
first arcuate track arranged concentrically of 
said longitudinal axis, Said first track being 
spaced from said bearing membei and receiving 
the caster of the front leg of Said chair diagonally 
opposed to said one rear leg, and Ileans Spaced 
from said bearing member and carried by Said 
supporting surface providing a Second arcuate 
track disposed in inwardly Spaced parallel rela 
tion with respect to Said first arcuate track, Said 
Second track being Spaced from Said bearing 
member and receiving the casters of the remain 
ing legs of said chair, the means providing Said 
first and second arcuate tracks each coin;prising 
an annular grooved Segment embedded ilin Said 
supporting Surface. 

3. The combination with a chai" having four 
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4. 
legs and a table, closely adjacent said chair, 
resting upon a Supporting Surface, of means for 
mounting Said chair for movement from a po 
sition facing and partially underlying Said table 
to a laterally facing position for receiving or dis 
charging an individual, Said means comprising a 
'Otatable caster carried by each of Said legs, a 
bearing member carried by Said Supporting Sur 
face and receiving the caster of one of the rear 
legS fol' mounting said chair for pivotal move 
ment about the longitudinal axis of Said one rear 
leg, means Spaced from said bearing member and 
carried by Said Supporting Surface providing a 
first arcuate track arranged concentrically of 
Said longitudinal axis, Said first track being 
Spaced from Said bearing member and receiving 
the caster of the front leg of Said chair diagonally 
opposed to Said one rear leg, and means spaced 
from Said bearing member and carried by said 
Supgforting Surface providing a second arcuate 
track disposed in inwardly spaced parallel rela 
tion. With respect to Said first arcuate track, said 
Second track being Spaced from Said bearing 
illence' and receiving the castel's of the remain 
ing legs of Said chair, each of Said rotatable cast 
el'S including a downwardly opening socket car 
lied by each of Said legs and a ball rotatably 
Supported in each of Said Sockets. 

FRANK THORAPSON. 
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