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(57)  An|C card processing apparatus transmits that
PIN information input thereto by the user, which needs
to be kept secret, from a keyboard (30) to predeter-
mined general purpose ports (43A, 43B) of a CPU (22)
through a specific bus (32), without using a system data
bus (24). The processing apparatus transmits the PIN
information included in a collation command to be sent
from the CPU (22) to an IC card (31), after changing the

IC card processing apparatus

structure or representation of the PIN information in
accordance with a program version stored in the IC
card, thus increasing the number of kinds of IC cards
which can be processed, and besides more reliably pre-
venting the PIN information from being stolen even
when the collation command is sent through the system
data bus (24).
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