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This invention relates to än âmusement device 
of the type where rolling elements pass through 
an irregular and undetermined path and finally 
are deposited in numbered compartments or re 
cesses to indicate a score, and it has for an ob 
ject to provide a simple and effective device which 
may be manufactured and sold at Small cost, 
which will be attractive in appearance, and in 
which the path of the rolling, elements may be 
readily followed and observed by the player. 
A further object is to provide a device of this 

character in whcih the structure having the ir 
regular paths for the rolling elements is rotatable 
by the operator to still further complicate the 
movement of the elements and to thoroughly dis 
tribute them about the recording and indicating 
means. . . . . .................... ? ? ? ? ? ? : : ............:.:.: 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

I have devised the construction illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing forming a part of this 
specification. It is, however, to be understood the 
invention is not limited to the Specific details of 
construction and arrangement shown, but may 
embody various changes and modifications with 
in the scope of the invention. 

In this drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a vertical section through an amuse 

ment device involving my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof with parts 

broken away to more clearly show the construc 
tion, and 

Fig. 3 is a transverse detail section through the 
guide for the retaining means for the rotary ele 
ment. 
The device comprises a base member fo, pref 

erably substantially circular in outline, provided 
adjacent its periphery With a Series of openings 
or recesses which may be numbered, as in 
dicated at 2, to indicata a score or for counting 
purposes, by means of a Series of rolling elements, 
such, for example, as a series of balls or marbles 
3 which in Operation of the device may come to 

rest in these recesses. These elements may be 
deposited on the base from a distributing device 
located above the center of the base, the upper 
wall A of the base baing preferably inclined 
doWnwardly and outwardly toward these open 
ings, as indicated in Fig. 1, to facilitate passage 
of the rolling elements from the distributing 
means to these receSSes. The base is also pro 
vided with an upwardly extending peripheral 
flange 5 to prevent the elements rolling off the 
base. 
Mounted above and in the center of this base is 

the distributing means for the rolling elements. 
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and inwardly inclined side wall. Preferably the 
block is -substantially conical or frusto-conical, 
and is mounted for rotation on its vertical axis 

Efi*the i?resent=constrüc 
sleeve if is mounted on 

di:by any suitable 
is as: the screws...if 8. 
prightshaft 9 pro 

vided with a ?añgë för collär, 20 rešting: on an 
antifriction beäring 2 í tò permit the device to ro 
tate freely. The block 6 is mounted on the up 
per part of thisshäftsoais to rotate with it.’;This 
block 6 is provided with deflecting. means for 
causing descending circular elements, such as the 
balls or marbles f3, to take irregular and undeter 
mined paths' ås they påšs downwarödly over i the 
tapered surface of the block. These may com 
prise pegS Or pins 22 projecting outWardly from 
the Surface of the block and arranged in any de 
sired arrangement, such, for example, as an ir 
regular staggered arrangement, to provide the 
irregular and undetermined paths for the rolling 
elements. The members 22 may be wooden or 
metal pegs or pins, or nails or similar elements, 
or could be of other shapes if desired, Spaced 
outwardly from and covering the block is a cover 
Or dome 23, preferably of glass or other trans 
parent material, and this may if desired rest om 
the outer ends of the pins or pegs 22 or be car 
ried by any other suitable support. Therefore, 
with this arrangement the irregular paths of the 
rolling elements are located between the block 5 
and the cover or dome 23, and the elements are 
guided and retained in these paths by these 
members. The lower edge 24 of the cover or 
dome is spaced sufficiently above the top wall f4 
of the base memberto permit the rolling elle 
mentS 3 to pass outWardly under this edge as 
they reach the lower ends of the paths provided 
by the pins and reach the top wall of the base 
member. The top Wall of the cover or dome 23 
is provided with an entrance opening 25 for feed 
ing of the rolling elements 3 into the device in 
playing it. The Surface of the block 6 may be 
covered with green or other colored felt 26 to give 
a better appearance and reduce the noise of the 
rolling elements. 
There may be a catch for preventing removal 

of the rotary block by the player. In the present 
instance this comprises a sliding catch 27 includi 
ing a hooked portion 28 extending over the top of 
the flange 20 to prevent upward lifting of the 
block and shaft 9, and it includes a horizontal 

  

  

  

  



3 
portion 29 in a suitable guide member 30 mounted 
in a recess in the under side of the base member 
and terminating in a hand grip 3 at its outer 
end adjacent the periphery of the base member 
where it is easily accessible for operation by an 
authorized person. If desired, a lock or other 
securing means (not shown) may be provided to 
prevent release of this catch by any except an 
authorized person. k The game is played by the player or players 
taking any number of rolling elements 3, prefer 
ably spherical elements, such as balls or marbles, 
the number being anything desired for each 
player, say five for example, and feeding them 
one at a time through the opening 25 and giving 
block 6 and cover 23 a twirl. The ball passes 
down between the block and the cover over the 
series of pins or pegs 22 and passes out under 
the lower rim or edge 24 of the cover, and rolling 
outwardly down the surface 4 of the base, 
eventually lands in one of the pockets or recesses 
fi. The score is what the five balls, or whatever 
number it happens to be, add up to as determined 
by the numbers adjacent the recesses in which 
the elements come to rest. - . 
This makes a very simple and attractive device 

and one in which the rolling elements are given 
an entirely arbitrary and undetermined path 
from the feeding opening 25 to the receiving re 
cesses: i , but the speed of travel may be varied 
by varying the speed of rotation of the dome and 
cover, and the path of the element may be ob 
served and followed at all times by the player. 

Having thus set forth the nature of my inven 
tion, I claim: : . . 
: An: amusement device of the character de 
scribed comprising a base provided with a top 
surface. leading outwardly to a series of recesses 

2,607,592 4. 
in said surface and an upwardly extending flange 
adjacent its outer periphery, an upright tubular 
bearing member mounted on said base, an up 
right frusto-conical block above the base pro 

5 vided with a recess leading upwardly from its 
lower end to enclose said bearing member, an up 
right shaft secured to the block at its upper end 
seated at its lower end in the bearing member, a 
flange on the shaft, a bearing on the bearing 

10 member beneath said flange to support the shaft 
and block, a slide mounted in the base for lateral 
movement toward and from the shaft and in 
cluding a retaining shoulder movable to a posi 
tion over the flange to retain the shaft in the 

15 bearing member, a tapered cover over the block 
spaced outwardly therefrom and spaced above 
the top surface of the base at its lower edge, a 
series of deflecting means in the space between 
the cover and block providing irregular paths 

20 for spherical descending elements leading to the 
space between said lower edge of the cover and 
said top surface, and said cover being provided 
with an entrance opening for said elements in its 
top wall leading to said paths. . 
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