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This invention relates to chairs and pertains particu 
larly to reclining chairs having a leg rest which moves 
into position to support the legs as the chair moves into 
reclining position. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a reclining 
chair of the type described which is extremely simple in 
construction and which is relatively inexpensive to manu 
facture. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will ap 
pear hereinafter. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention selected for 

purposes of illustration is shown in the accompanying 
drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 is a side view of a chair embodying the inven 
tion, one side frame of the chair being broken away, 
the chair being shown in upright position. 

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the chair in re 
clining position. 

Figure 3 is a rear view of the chair. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view, partly broken away. 
Referring to the drawings, the chair comprises a base 

unit comprising two similar spaced side frames 1 and 2 
which may be rigidly connected together in any suitable 
manner, as by the connecting frames 3, 3a. The side 
frames may be of any suitable construction, wood or 
metal, and may be upholstered or not, as desired. 

Located between the side frames 1 and 2 and sup 
ported thereon is a reclining seat unit comprising a seat 
4 and backrest 5. The seat and backrest may be of any 
suitable construction, wood or metal, and may be up 
holstered or not, as desired. As shown, the seat is of 
conventional upholstered construction having side frames 
6 and 7 tied together by suitable connecting frame 8 
and supporting upholstered cushion 9. The side frames 
6 and 7 extend parallel to the frames 1 and 2 but are 
spaced inwardly therefrom. 
The rear portion of the seat unit is mounted on the 

side frames 1 and 2 for translational, reciprocating move 
ment with respect thereto. Thus, in the embodiment ill 
lustrated, a pair of tracks 11 and 12 are rigidly mounted 
on the side frames in position to engage the rollers 13 
and 14 mounted on brackets 15 and 16 connected to seat 
frames 6 and 7. The tracks 11 and 12 are provided 
with abutments 17 at the front ends thereof to limit the 
forward movement of the seat unit. Rearward move 
ment of the seat unit is limited by engagement of the 
rollers 13 and 14 with the frame 3a. 
The leg rest 21 is also of any suitable construction, 

either upholstered or not, as desired. In the embodiment 
illustrated, the leg rest is upholstered and includes side 
frames 22, only one of which is shown, it being under 
stood that in the following description of the means for 
pivotally connecting the leg rest to the seat unit and to 
the base frame for causing swinging movement of the 
leg rest as the seat unit moves to reclining position, the 
parts shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 on one side of the 
chair are duplicated on the other side. 

Thus, the leg rest is mounted for pivotal movement on 
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the seat unit by means of arms 23, each of which has 
one end rigidly connected to one of the leg rest side 
frames. 22, and its other end pivotally connected to one 
of the seat unit side frames 6 and 7 by means of bolts: 
24: The leg rest: is: also connected to the seat, unit' by 
arms 25, levers; 26:and links.27. The arms, 25 are:rigidly: 
mounted on the leg rest side frames 22, spaced from 
the arms 23, and are pivotally connected to the front ends 
of the levers 26 by pivot pins 28. The links 27 are 
pivotally connected to the seat unit side frames 6 and 7 
at one end by bolts 29 and are pivotally connected to 
the rear end of levers 26 at the other end by pivot pins 
30. Levers 26 are mounted for pivotal movement on 
the base frame in any suitable manner, as by pivotally 
mounting them on rod 31 having its ends fixed in the 
side frames 1 and 2. Rod 31 also serves as a tie rod 
to connect the frames 1 and 2. 

In the upright position of the chair, as illustrated in 
Figures 1 and 3, the leg rest is in its retracted position 
beneath the seat. In this position, the leg rest is almost 
entirely concealed by the side frames 1 and 2 and the 
seat, and permits unobstructed access to and from the 
seat when one is sitting down or arising from the seat. 
In this position the front end of the chair is supported 
by engagement of the side frames 6 and 7 with the rod 
31. Whenever one sitting in the chair exerts backward 
pressure against the seat unit, as by pressing forwardly 
against the side frames 1 and 2, the seat unit will move 
backwardly on the tracks 11 and 12 to the position shown 
in Figure 2, carrying with it, through pivot 24, the leg 
rest 21. In doing so, the backward movement of the 
seat unit, acting through links 27, lever 26 and arms 25 
will cause the leg rest to swing to the position shown in 
Figure 2. While doing so, the lever 26 swings on its 
pivot 31 as the leg rest swings on its pivot 24 until it 
engages the stop 32 as shown in Figure 2 at the end of 
the rearward movement of the seat unit. In this position, 
the front end of the seat is supported by the pivot 31, 
while the rear end of the seat is supported by the engage 
ment of the rollers 12 and 13 with the tracks 11 and 12. 
In the reclining position of Figure 2, the lever 26 can 
also swing slightly on its pivot 31 depending on the dis 
tribution of weight on the seat and leg rest, respectively. 
In the embodiment illustrated, the leg rest swings through 
an arc of about 170 to bring the leg rest substantially 
to horizontal position. 

If, now, when the chair is thus in reclining position, 
it is desired to resume upright position, it is only neces 
sary to exert slight downward pressure on the leg rest, 
accompanied by backward pressure against the side 
frames 1 and 2 to cause the seat to move forwardly, 
while at the same time the leg rest swings beneath the 
Seat. 

It will be understood that the invention may be vari 
ously modified and embodied within the scope of the 
subjoined claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A reclining chair comprising a base unit having op 

posed, spaced side frames, a seat unit located between 
said side frames, means for mounting the rear portion of 
said seat unit on said base unit for translational move 
ment with respect thereto, a leg rest located between said 
side frames and pivotally mounted on the front portion 
of said seat unit, and means connecting said leg rest to 
said seat unit to cause said leg rest to swing with respect 
to said seat unit as said seat unit moves with respect to 
said base unit, said means comprising a link pivotally 
mounted on said seat unit and a lever pivotally mounted 
on a side frame at a point intermediate of its ends, one 
end of said lever being pivotally connected to said link 
and the other end of said lever being pivotally connected 
to said leg rest, 
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2. A reclining chair as claimed in claim 1 in which the References Cited in the file of this patent 

pivotal mounting of said lever includes a member mount- UNITED STATES PATENTS 
ed on said frame and extending inwardly from the frame 2,473,895 Mednick -------------- June 21, 1949 
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portion of said seat unit when the chair is in upright 2,670,030 Richardson ------------ Feb. 23, 1954 
position. - 2,686,558 Fox ------------------ Aug. 17, 1954 

3. A reclining chair as claimed in claim 1 including FOREIGN PATENTS 
an abutment secured to a side frame and positioned to 703,449 France - - Feb 9, 1931 
engage said lever to support the front portion of said 10 72697 France Mar 1 4, 1932 
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