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The present invention relates to files and 
Similar receptacles which are adapted to receive 
cards and other records for ready and convenient 
reference. 

It is the general object of the invention to 
provide an improved file construction character 
ized by a novel type of closure whereby a simpli 
fled and compact structure is obtained. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a file construction in which the cover or 
closure is in the form of a flexible strip or sheet 
which can be slid longitudinally of the file to 
expose the contents thereof from above, the rear 
portion of the cover being cause to bend around 
the rear portion of the file and being received 
Within a false or double bottom. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide 
a file construction having a flexible sliding cover 
and wherein anti-friction means are provided at 
the rear of the file to enable the cover to make 
a downward bend or turn at the rear of the 
file without binding. - - 

It is a still further object of the invention to 
provide a file construction wherein only part of 
the contents of the file may be exposed at any 
one time as desired and wherein danger of tip 
ping or rearward tilting of the file due to the 
Weight of the cover is eliminated. 
These and further objects and the manner in 

Which they are attained will appear from the 
following description of an embodiment of the 
invention which is illustrated by way of example 
On the accompanying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a central section through the file; 
Fig. 2 shows an enlarged transverse section 

taken along the line 2-2 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 3 represents a partial longitudinal section 

along the line 3-3 of Fig. 2, the cover being in 
retracted or open position; . . 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section through 
and - 

Fig. 5 shows a detail of a slightly modified 
Construction. 

Referring to the drawing, the file includes, 
as is common with devices of this type, an outer 
shell composed of a bottom wall 10, side walls 

and 2, a front wall 3 and a rear Wall 4. 
These parts may be made of any suitable mate 

the file; 

rial such as wood, paper board, etc., but sheet 
metal is preferred. In accordance with the in 
vention, the top or closure for the file is com 
posed of a sheet 5 of flexible material, prefer 
ably of sheet Steel of the type known as blue 
steel or spring steel, although any other flexible 
material having the necessary degree of dura 
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bility may be utilized. The flexible cover 5 is 
retained Within and is guided along its sides 
by a trackway or guide-way composed of in 
Wardly directed flanges 6 attached to or form 
ing part of the side Walls and the OutWardly 
directed flanges 7 forming part of or attached 
to an insert or filler member 8 having side 
Walls 9 and 20 and a botton Wall 2. The side 
Walls 9 and 20 are preferably in vertical align 
ment with the free edges of the respective flanges 
f6 and together with the bottom wall 2 serve 
as the receptacle or support for the cards or 
other contents of the file. 
The bottom Wall 2 is spaced from the wall 
thereby forming a double or false bottom 

within which is received the rear end portion 
Of the COver 5 as the latter is moved rear 
Wardly in its guides. The opening movement 
of the cover is accomplished by pushing rear 
wardly on a finger piece 22 attached to a bar 
23 which is fixed to the forward end of the 
cover, as by means of rivets 24, or by welding 
or in any other... suitable manner. If desired, 
the bar may be made by winding the forward 
portion of the cover upon itself one or more 
times. The spacing between the flanges 6 and 
f7 is preferably such that the bar and the cover 
are received Snugly therein. 
The insert 8 may be suspended within the 

casing 9-4 in any suitable fashion in a manner 
to provide an unobstructed path for the reversely 
bent rear portion of the cover as the latter is 
pushed rearwardly to open the file. Thus the 
insert may be supported by means of studs or 
rivets 25 or the flanges 7 may be welded, brazed, 
soldered or otherwise secured to the side walls 

and 2. 
To facilitate the bending of the rear portion 

of the cover toward and into the false bottom 
and prevent binding of such cover at the bend, 
I prefer to provide rollers at the rear portion 
of the file which are engaged by the cover and 
direct the latter into the Space between the bot 
tom 0 and 2. As many rollers as desired may, 
of course, be employed, but. We have found that 
three rollers are sufficient. Two of these rollers, 
shown at 26, may be journalled in brackets 27 
extending rearwardly from the side walls of the 
insert 8, or they may be mounted in Suitable 
openings or trunnions in the side walls f l and 
2 beyond the rear edge 28 of the insert 8. 
A third roller 29, preferably of Smaller size than 
the rollier 26, is provided on the rear portion of 
the side walls and 2, as shown in Figs. 
and 3. The rear wall f4 may be provided with 
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an approximately semi-circular depression, as 
shown at 30, to receive the roller, which is lo 
cated approximately midway between the rollers 
26. The roller 29 is not provided with any trun 
nions but is held within its recess by the cover 
member itself. It is, however, within the scope 
of my invention to shape the rear Walls 4 of 
the casing and the rear portion of the insert 
in suitable fashion and provide them. With a 
smooth or polished surface so as to guide the 
rear portion of the cover into the false botton 
Without binding. 

In order to impart greater rigidity to the file 
I prefer to fill the space between the walls 
and 2 on the one hand and the walls 9 and 2) 
on the other hand With one or more layers of 
cardboard, preferably corrugated paper board, 
which is held in place by the rivets 25 or in any 
other suitable manner, as by means of glue. 
From the above it will be seen that I have 

provided a file which, because of the fact that the 
cover is not lifted or raised, can be kept. Within 
a vertically confined space. In addition, the cover 
does not, as in certain known constructions, exert 
a moment in its raised condition tending to tilt 
the file, nor is the over-all length of the file 
increased when it is opened, as is the case in the 
drawer type of file. Moreover, a neat and dust 
proof cover is provided While at the same time the 
cover can be kept as close to the upper edge of 
the cards or other contents as desired, so that 
the vertical height of the file is kept at a mini 
mum. It Will be noted that the cards are at all 
times below the upper edges of the side walls if 
and 2 and are thereby protected against injury. 
I prefer to make the cover member 5 of such 

length that when it is in the closed position, 
as shown in Fig. 1, its rearward portion is within 
the double botton for a short distance. In this 
Way the travel of the rearward portion of the 
COver member Within the double bottom is as 
Sured and danger of turning up of the rear edge 
and jamming of the cover member within the 
Space occupied by the rollers 26 is avoided. 
My improved construction also provides simple 

and inexpensive means for mounting and guiding 
a follower or guide block. As is shown most 
clearly in FigS. 2 and 4 the bottom 2 of the insert 
i8 is recessed by being bent upon itself at its 
UnderSide to provide a longitudinal groove 32, 
the Walls of the groove being thus integral With 
the bottom 2f. The groove receives the flanged 
foot 33 of a follower block 34 which may be pro 
Vided With a reinforcing member 35. The block 
is ShoWn in the form of a plate which preferably 
is made from Sheet metal, and while it is shown 
as extending in the vertical direction, it will be 
Understood that it can be formed so as to be 
inclined to the vertical. 
The bottom Wall of the groove 32 is spaced 

a Suficient distance above the wall 0 to provide 
adequate clearance for the cover 5 as the latter 
Slides between the two bottoms and 2. It 
Will be understood that the Supporting means 25 
or equivalent means for the insert 8 Will be 
So positioned as to provide the necessary clear 
ance for the cover 5. 
The upper Walls of the guide-way 32 are cut 

away at the forward portion of the wall 2, as 
ShoWn at 36 in Figs. 1 and 4 to enable the foll 
IoWer 34 to be inserted into or removed from the 
guide-Way. 

in Fig. 5 is shown one form of means for prop 
erly orienting the insert within the outer casing 
to insure adequate clearance both for the bar 
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23 attached to the front edge of the cover, and 
for the rear portion of the cover Sliding under 
the guide-way 32. These orienting means are 
shown as comprising ridges or bosses 3 Struck up 
from the botton wall for sufficient distance 
to hold the botton Wall of the guide-way 32 With 
sufficient clearance above the bottom . The 
ridges 37 need extend only for a short distance 
rearwardly from approximately the front edge of 
the bottom and are provided at both sides 
of the file. They should not, of course, extend 
so far back as to interfere with the movement 
Of the cover 5 within the double botton. The 
ridges 3 may be replaced by any other Suitable 
Spacing means located either upon the botton 

or upon the bottom 2. 
While I have shown the outer casing of the file 

as of rectangular form at the rear thereof, Such 
rear portion may be made of more or less rounded 
shape to conform to the curvature of the cover 5. 

In the construction shown in the dra Wing the 
double botton is formed With the aid of a U 
shaped insert, but it Will be obvious that Such 
insert may be replaced by a simple, fiat plate, 
Which is Secured to the casing a Suitable distance 
above its bottom so as to provide adequate space 
for receiving the cover member as it is moved 
to open position. In fact, there may be employed 
two or more rods or bars extending longitudinally 
of the casing a Suitable distance above its bot 
tom. In Such case the lower flanges for the 
guide-Ways of the cover member may be pro 
vided by angle members Secured to the side walls 
of the casing a suitable distance below the flanges 
6. I prefer, however, especially when the file 

is to be used for storing cards or the like, to pro 
Wide a Wall in Vertical alignment With the inner 
edges of the flanges 6, so that the cards will not 
be caught under the flanges when it is desired to 
remove then from the file. 

If desired, other means than a false bottom 
may be provided for receiving the rear portion 
Of the cover 5 as it is moved to open condition. 
Thus, a Spring roller may be provided, for ex 
ample, in place of either of the rollers 26, upon 
which the cover is wound as it is opened. The 
Cover 5 can be made of any suitable flexible ma 
terial, in addition to metal, such as cellulosic ma 
terial, including celluloid, rubberized fabric, and 
in general any material having the necessary flex 
ibility and stiffness toward a force applied in the 
direction of its own plane. These and various 
other modifications of my invention may be 
resorted to within the scope of the appended 
claims without departing from the spirit of my 
invention. 
I cairn: 
1. A file Comprising a casing consisting of two 

metal stampings of Which one forms the Outer 
shell and has side, bottom and end walls, the 
upper end portions of the side walls being bent 
inwardly in a horizontal plane, the other stamp 
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ing being a substantially U-shaped insert sup- - 
ported within the shell and being provided with 
horizontal flanges at the top thereof spaced from 
the first-mentioned flanges and forming longi 
tudinal guideWays with the latter, the bottom of 

65 

Said insert being Spaced from the bottom of the 
shell; a flexible cover member received within 
Said guideways and adapted to be moved rear 
wardly to expose the contents of the file; and 
antifriction means at the rear of the file and en 
gaged by the cover member as it is moved rear 

70 

Wardly to Open the file, said cover member then 75 
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contents of the file, a U-shaped insert within the moving into the Space between the bottom of the 

insert and the bottom of the casing. 
2. A file as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 

side-Walls of the U-shaped insert are in vertical 
alignment with the inner edges of the flanges at 
the top of the shell, the horizontal flanges of the 
insert extending outwardly into contact with the 
Side walls of the shell, the space between the side 
Walls of the insert and those of the shell being 
filled With paper board. 

3. A file as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
anti-friction means include two vertically spaced 
rollers supported upon the rear of the insert, and 
a third roller between said rollers and supported 
upon the rear of the shell, said rollers engaging 
the opposite surfaces of the cover member. 

4. A file comprising a rectangular outer shell 
having Side, botton and end Walls, guideways at 
the top of the side walls of said shell, a flexible 
cover member positioned in said guideways and 
adapted to be moved rear Wardly to expose the 

3 

shell, orienting members at the bottom of the 
shell for supporting the insert above the bottom 
of the shell to provide adequate clearance for the 
cover between the bottom of the shell and casing, 
said members being out of the path of movement 
of the cover, and means at the rear of the casing 
for directing the cover member into the space 
Within the double bottom. 

5. A file comprising a casing having a double 
bottom, a flexible cover member at the top of the 
casing adapted to be moved rearwardly to expose 
the contents of the file, and anti-friction means 
at the rear of the casing for directing the cover 
member into the double bottom during such 
movement, said anti-friction means including a 
roller mounted in an approximately semi-circular 
horizontally extending depression in the rear 
wall of the casing, said roller being held within 
Such depression by the COver member. 
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