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7o all whom it may .concern:

Be it knewa that I, Guorce Avams Woeobs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Winchester, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, ‘have invented .cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in:Game
Apparatus, of which the following is a spec-
ification.

This invention relates to improvements in
games. More particularly it provides a
game appealing to those who are interested
in the manly art of self defense. Tor the
purpose of the game two dummy contestants
are employed; and the mechanical features
involved are such that these contestants are
automatically brought into repeated con-

_tacts with each other from which they re-

act and make comtacts with other parts.of
the apparatus from which in turn they re-
act, the round being considered £o be avon
by that one which survives the other n
state of activity. As herein illustrated the
contestants are spinning tops; and these

preferably are set spinning by any suitable-

mechanical means, by two persons playing
the game, each of whom manipulates.ene of

the tops. Further features of the game are

that a mounting device is provided simulat-
ing the stand under the prize-ring, on which
is erected a barrier of metallic wires ar-
ranged in form of asquare and substantially
enclosing & circular area whose surface is

- dished, dipping slightly toward -the center
- on the lines of a cone. “One of the. contest-
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ants having a distinctiye .color, as red, is as-
signed to one corner of the ring which is in-
dicated by a tablet of correspending eolor

- hearing the words used by the referee in in-
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troducing the contestants, “In.this corner”
and the name assumed for the mechanieal
contestant, which may be the name of some
welldknown champion. - A similar eerner
and .color scheme for the other contestant
being arranged, the game is played by each
person winding the mechanieal top which
1s the actual contestant sponsored by him-
self and putting it into action from his prop-
er corner at the sound of a gong which is

provided as a part of the apparatus and

which may be operated by a third: person or

othersvigse. The use of a mechanieal device -

for setting the top spinning produces an
equality of epportunity in that respect which
permits persons who actually have little
skill in spinning a top to play -this game .on
equal terms with those who may be more

skilled in that respect; while there is never-

-theless some margin for the practice of other

niceties in the manner, speeific place and

time of releasing; although to be perfectly
fair it is desirable that both- tops start at

the same instant and with the same amount
of driving force in order that one of .them
shall not, by starting later, have a likeli-
;bo_od of econtinuing -in action longer. Dur-
ing the round the tops will automatically
be drawn by gravity into contact with each

-other and will react-to.a distance from .each

other upon occurrence of a eollision between
them on which action oppositely moving
surfaces come into.contact; may then strike
the side or go into a corner of the enclosing

-harrier and react more or less against that

and return to react against each other until
one of them ceases to spin. The round is

-econsidered to be won by the one which.con-
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tinues spinning; and the apparatus includes .

a score board with two sets of score -pins,
one.of the color-of each contestant; and the

first stage of the seore is marked by inserting

therein a pin of the color. of -the winner of
the round. The game also comprises the
provision :of a bulletin board whereon isthe
word “Round” fellowed by a space for show-
ing the number of the current round, and
apparatus which in the form illustrated con-
sists. of a retary -disk bearing numbers for
displaying the desired number within said

space. ‘The apparatus may in other respects

be decorated and dressed to give an operative

semblance of an ordimary prize ring. To

this end one feature consists in providing a
pedestal which raises the dished surface on
which the contestants operate to a-consider-
able height say, 3 or 4 inches above the ta-
ble.or the floer on which the. game is:played
and this pedestal, the outside of which may
e eolored the conventional green of a prize
ring may be hollow and may serve also as
a box for containing the game. Various
changes may be made from the specific ap-
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paratus herein shown for illustratiom; and

it is intended that the patent shall cover by
suitable expression in the appended claims
whatever features of patentable novelty ex-
ist in the inwvention. disclosed. :

In the accompanying drawing.

Figure 1 is a perspective showing the ap-
paratus with the game being played; and

Tigure 2 is an elevation in medial cross-
seetion through a detail.

Referring to the drawing the pedestal .or
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stage, which may be considered as compris-
ing a part of the apparatus in semblance to
the built up platform for a prize ring 1s
marked 10 and may, if desired, be colored
gieen for further simulation, and may be
say 4 inches high and say, 9 inches square.
Tt will be understood that gpecific dimensions
are given only for illustrative purposes and
that in practice the dimensions and propor-

“tiong-may be varied greatly. Indeed, so far

as the operation of the contestants is con-
cerned there is no need for the pedestal 10.

" Resting on this pedestal is the game board
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11 which in the typical specimen may be a

plece of wooden board say 14 inch thick
and 814 inches square whose upper surface is
dished, having a sinkage from the edge down
to the middle preferably a conical surface.
If the middle of this surface is 34th of an

20 inch. below the edges of it the apparatus

illustrated will operate nicely.. This sink-
ange is indicated by the shade lines running
from- the circle 12 down to the center 13.
The square ring for confining the contest-
ants is a barrier of wires 14 suitably sup-
ported, as by other wires 15, from corner

“posts 16 set in socket holes which may be pro-
' For -

vided for them'in the game board 11.

" dis-mounting and mounting the apparatus,
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hooks 15" may be arranged on wires 15 for
engaging the apparatus at the end of the
barrier wires 14 at one of the corners, the
engagement at corresponding places at the
other corners being permanent loops 15”.
There is in- consequence no annoyance -and
no complexity -because of the apparatus fall-

“ing apart into small pieces when not set up
and yet as the joints at 15" are all loose the:

whole can be folded into flat condition when
the pieces 16 have been withdrawn vertically
from their sockets in the board 11.
contestants illustrated are the spinning mem-
bers of a certain type of mechanical top

which.-is well known in-the market and for-
%8 which any other suitable type. of top may-

- be substituted, the same being marked 1
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and- 2 ‘and being distingunished. from each-
other by their coloring, green or red. The
respective - corners of the contestants are
designated by tablets 21 and 22 correspond-

- ingly colored ; and the score pins of the con-

testants are marked 81 and 82 correspond-
ingly colored. Provision is made as at 23
for holding the card 24 on which may: be
printed or written the name assigned to the-

* contestant belonging ‘in the corner where

‘the particular card is held. And these cards

~ may be removable, for which purpose the

holder consists of a piece of flat metal plate

fastened down on the top of the game board:

11 and having its long edges bent over and:
down: upon its middle as illustrated. For

- denoting the beginning of each round a gong
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25 is provided in the middle of one edge

.of the game board. A ‘container 26 in the

-"other particulars.

The :

of the tops. :
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form of an open metallic box 1s provided in
the middle of another side adjacent to a score
plate 27 having holes-as seen in the drawing,
with associated numbers signifying the
number of rounds which make the ‘match,
with one hole for.each round adapted to re-
ceive a peg of either color according to the
winner of that round and with a hole at the
end for a peg indicating the end of the match.
It may be considered that the contestant
which has won a majority of the rounds wins
the match; and this affords opportunity for
a tie to occur which may be settled by con-

of the game board is a bulletin board 28

-showing which round 'is in progress, the
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testing another round. . At the opposite edge
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number being conveniently indicated by a -

disk 29 pivoted within the bulletin board

and having a series of figures on each side

visible one at a time through an opening 30
in the bulletin board. Said board may con-
veniently -be . constituted by providing posts
33 between which extend two thin metallic
plates, together making the two faces of the
bulletin board 28 with the wheel 29 hetween

them. On the corner posts of the ring may.

be the insignia of the respective contestants
set_in holes 34 provided for that purpose
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and the other posts may be otherwise decor-: -

ated, giving the whole a festive appearance.
Although a conical sinkage 12—13 is here
.illustrated, the apparatus does not require
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that' for -its operation; nor is it necessary .
‘that the game board be made of wood, for

papier-méiché or metal ‘stamping may be
used and variations may be.made in:many
And although in the spe-
cific form of the invention-here ‘illustrated
the tops are drawn about by gravity; when
not under influence of superior force derived
from their energy of rotation, the invention
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ig not limited to that species and may in- -

clude means. by which the persons playing

move them about, putting the skill of one

against the other in this respect. e
I claim as my invention: :

1. A game apparatus comprising two spin-
ning tops having distinctive markings and
adapted to react on.contact; a board where-
on both simultaneously may spin: and move
about; a square inclosure for the tops while
so spinning, having corners - distinctively

‘marked each in conformity with one of the

tops and- means adapted to cause them to
contact  together while so spinning; and a

“scoring apparatus having markers for the

score of each top, each marker being dis-
tinctively marked in accordance with one
--2. A game apparatus comprising two spin-
ning tops adapted to react on contact; a
board whereon ~both simultaneously may
spin and move about; and means adapted
for causing them to contact to gether while
so spinning; a.collapsible square barrier en-
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closing the spinning tops; and posts set in
the said board sustaining said barrier at its
corners.

8. A game apparatus comprising two spin-
ning tops adapted to react on contact; a
board whereon both simultaneously may spin
and move about; and means adapted for
causing them to contact together while so
spinning; a collapsible square barrier en-
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closing the spinning tops; and posts set in 10

the said board sustaining said barrier at its
corners with loose joints, the joint at one of °
the corners being a hook joint whereby the
square can be opened.

Signed at Boston, Massachusetts, this !5
“fifth day of August, 1921.

GEORGE ADAMS WOODS.




