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‘This invention relates to folding tables and the
like.

Among other objects the invention aims to pro-
vide a table which though capable of being
folded is nevertheless an attractive piece of fur-
niture which does not reveal its folding charac-
ter, and which has the design and lines of con-
ventional tables.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a table which appears substantial in char-
acter and in fact has the rigidity and stability
of the conventional non-folding table.

Another object is to provide a folding table
construction capable of being erected into long
dining and other tables, and which eliminates
the leg obstructions usually characterizing long
temporary tables for dining purposes.

Another object is to provide a folding table of
this character which may be easily collapsed into
a compact form for convenient storage.

The nature of the invention may be readily
understood by reference to one illustrative con-
struction embodying the invention and shown in
the accompanying drawings.

In said drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a double sec-
tion table in unfolded or erected condition ;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary bottom plan section,
taken on the plane 2—2 of Fig. 1, of a device for
locking a table leg in operative position;

Fig. 3 is a vertical section thereof taken on
the plane 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of the table with

the legs in folded position and the top sections.

in unfolded or extended position;

Fig. 5 is an edge view of the table showing in
dotted lines one top section folded on the other
to illustrate the table in fully collapsed condition
for storage purposes;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary section taken
on the plane 6—§ of Fig. 4 showing a table leg in
fully folded position;

Fig. 7 is a section taken on the plane T—T7 of
Fig. 6 showing the longitudinal hinge in the table
leg.

The illustrative table is elongated in form and
is particularly useful for dining purposes in clubs
" and other establishments where it is necessary
temporarily to erect long dining tables, but it
should be understood that the invention is not
limited to tables of this character. Indeed it is
one of the objects of the invention to provide
a table which is substantial and attractive in
appearance and may be used as a permanent piece
of furniture, such as a library table. 'The pres-
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ent table is designed with two shallow box-like
top sections 10 and (1 to provide a table of con-
siderable length. The top sections may be made
of plywood or other sheet or molded material.
Because of its strength and durability I prefer
to use plywood in which the several plies are
bonded together by plastic. Each corner of the
table when in extended position is provided with
a folding leg 12, the details of which will be pres-
enfly described. The mecting edges of the top
sections are provided with a depending skirt 13
along the free edge of which the sections are
hinged together, as at 4. The skirts {3 are ad-
vantageously flush with the abutting edges 15
of the top sections and in depth are sufficient
to extend beyond the plane of the legs in folded
condition. In the present instance the top sec-
tions are provided with depending skirts 16 ex-
tending entirely around the top sections and cor-
responding in depth to that of the center skirts
13 so that when the top sections are folded to-

" gether (see Fig. 5) the skirts (6 of each top
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section abut and thereby form a single closed
chest adapted to enclose the folded table legs.
An appropriate fastening device here shown in
the form of a separable fastener having stud and
socket elements (7 and 48, holds the sections in
folded position. The fastener elements are re-
spectively attached to the underside of the top
sections (see Fig. 4) so that they will register and
engage when the top sections are folded together
as shown in Fig. 5. Ball casters {§ or other ap-
propriate skid devices are advantageously placed
along the edge or skirt of the table so that the
table when in folded or collapsed condition may
be moved by skidding it along the floor without
lifting.

When in extended or unfolded position the
abutting edges 15 of the top sections, being re-
mote from the hinge axis (4, resist sagging of
the table top and cooperate to maintain the co-
planar relation of the top sections in unfolded
position. Preferably this is supplemented by a
support in the form of a central table leg 2{ lo-
cated intermediate the side edges of the table
and in this case in the center line of the table.
It is thus remote from the side edges of the table
and eliminates obstruction to the use of the table
for dining purposes, which is characteristic of
the usual temporary table.

In the present case the central table leg com-
prises two elements 22 and 23 hinged respec-
tively at the under side of the top sections ad-
jacent the skirt 13. As shown the leg elements
are of T-shape to provide an elongated edge 24
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hinged to the top sections. It is unnecessary
that the hinge be continuous but advantageously
the hinge connections 2% are substantially sep-
arated to promote lateral stability and rigidity
of the leg. In extended position the leg ele-
ments 22 and 23 are advantageously connected
together by appropriate connecting means here
shown in the form of hooks 28 and studs 2T.
The foot of each leg element is advantageously
provided with a spacer block 28 to hold the legs
in spaced relationship and to provide means for
tensioning the hooks. The legs when extended
lie against the inner faces of the skirt 3 and
are thereby further stabilized against movement
in the direction of the table leg. In folded posi-
tion the legs are advantageously leld against
the underface of the top sections by button
latches 30 or any other appropriate connecting
means. The side edges 29 of the leg elements
taper downwardly with the conventional leg
taper.

The corner legs 12 are preferably of angular
section and tapered downwardly along each side
edge 31 with the conventional leg taper. The
table therefore has the appearance and design
of the conventional rigid table. The legs in the
present instance comprise a pair of flat elements
32 and $3 hinged together along their meeting
edges 34 and extending at right angles to each
other when in unfolded position. One element
is adapted to fold on the other along the hinge
axis 35 (see Fig. 7) when the legs are collapsed
for folding. Only one of the leg elements, in
this case the leg element 32 which lies lower-
most when the legs are collapsed and folded
underneath the table top, is hinged to the top
section (see Pig. 6). The hinge connection 36
in the present instance is made with the skirt 16
and the hinge is preferably countersunk in the
inner face of the skirt {8 so that when extended
the leg element 32 will lie flat against the inner
face of skirt i6. In folded position (see Fig. 6)
the legs are held against the under face of the
top by a button latch 37 similar to the latch 30
used for the cenfral leg elements.

1f the table comprise only a single section with
one of the aforesaid legs at each corner, the
center leg may be omitted.

In extending the corner legs after the release
of latch 37, the overlying leg elements ‘are swung
downwardly about the hinge 36 and the iree
leg element 83 is then swung outwardly on hinge
35 o a position at right angles to the element
32 to lie against the inner face of the side skirt
of the table top. 'The legs 12 are advantageously

interfitted as shown in Fig. 1 by mutually notch-.

ing their adjacent edges as at 39 and 41 to elim-
inate any crack at the hinge and to improve the
external appearance of the legs.

The leg elements are held in extended and an-
gularly related position by a locking device 42 in
the form of a lock hinged at 43 to the under face
of the top section adapted to swing into the
corner hetween the leg elements to lock them into
place against the skirts. The free edge of the
locking device is fastened in locking position hy
an appropriate latch here shown in the form of
2 Hook &4 and a stud 45. The edge of the locking
device is rabbeted at £6 and 41 to receive and fit
around the upper ends of the leg elements there-
by to improve the locking contact. A dowel pin
48 carried adjacent the free end of the locking
device enters a registry recess 49 in the leg ele-
ment 33 to support the free end of locking device
in locking position. A similar pin may also enter

10

15

20

26

30

35

40

45

650

55

60

5

70

4

a similar recess in skirt 16 (Fig. 7). To collapse
a leg it is necessary simply to release the locking
device and swing it inwardly (see Fig. 4), then
to fold the leg elements on each other about their
hinges 35, and thereafter to swing the leg ele-
ments about the hinge 36 against the under face
of the table top and lock the same in such posi-
tion by the latch 31.

The several leg elements may advantageously
be made of plywood.

After folding all of the corner and center leg
elements against the under face of the top sec-
tions the latter may then be folded on each
other about their hinge [4 into a compact unit
which may be easily moved and stored. In the
present case the depth of the skirt under the table
top is about 2% inches making the combined
thickness of the table in collapsed and folded
condition about 5 inches, thereby providing a unit
of little bulk which is nevercheless wide enough to
provide a stable base for supporting the folded
table in an upright position in storage without
lateral support.

Obviously the invention is not limited to the
details of the illustrative table since these may
be variously modified. DMoreover it is not indis-
pensable that all features of the invention be
used joinily since various features may be used
to advantage in different combinations and sub-
combinations.

Iclaim as my invention:

1. In a folding table having a top, a corner leg
structure foldable with respect to the top com-
prising, in combination, a pair of flat leg ele-
ments hinged together slong their adjacent edges
to stand in angular relation to each other when
erected, and a locking device for holding said leg
elements erected including a flat member dis-
posed beneath the table top and pivoted thereto
to swing about an axis perpendicular to the top
into and out of interlocking relation with said
leg elements, said member having two angularly
disposed side edges rabbeted for interfitting en-
gagement with each of said leg elements when
swung into interlocking position in.o the angie
between said leg elements so that said leg ele-
ments are msintained in angular relation with
respect to each and in upright relation fo the
top.

2. In a folding table having a top, the combi-
nation comprising a continuous skirt bordering
the top, a corner leg structure foldable with re-
spect to the top and including a pair of fiat leg
elements hinged itogether along their adjacent
edges to stand in angular relation to eacir other
when erected with one of said elementis being
hinged adjacent said skirt, and a locking device
for holding said leg elements erected, said device
comprising a flat member disposed heneath the
table top and pivoted thereto adjacent said skirt
to swing about an axis perpendicular to the top
into and out of interlocking relation with said
leg elements, said member having two angularly
disposed side edges rabbeted for inferfitting en-
gagement with each of said leg elements when
swung into interlocking position into the angle
between the leg elements, so that said leg ele-
ments are maintained in angular relation to each
other and in upright relation to the top and are
clamped by the locking device against the skirt.

3. A central leg struciure for a folding table
adapted to be erected into an- elongated table
having a matching pair of top sections each bor-
dered by a continuous depending skirt flush with
the peripheral edge of the corresponding top sec-
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tion and forming two shallow boxes hinged to-
gether along adjacent free edges of the skirts so
as to fold together into a single closed chest, por-
tions of the skirt abutting when the sections are
unfolded into coplanar reladonship, said central
leg structure comprising, in combination, a pair
of flat T-shaped leg elements each having a
transverse member and a central longitudinal
member, said transverse members being hinged
along their top edges to the undersides of the
top sections adjacent the abutting portions of
the skirts to fold within the boxes and %o swing
into upright position wherein saig longitudinal
members are substantially parailel, abutments
rigid with the opposed faces of the longitudinal
Inembers engageable upon swinging said ele-
ments into upright position, and means for fas-
tening the free ends of said longitudinal members
together to maintain said elements in upright
position and said abutments in engagement so
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that a rigid unitary support is provided centraliy
of the table.
AUBURN TAYLOR.
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