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4 Claims. (C. 99-446) 

The invention herein has relation to an apparatus con 
stituted as a plurality of separate utensils capable of use 
in several different combinations in the art of cooking and 
serving foods. 
The purpose or object of the invention is to provide an 

apparatus of the character as stated wherein will be in 
corporated various novel and improved features and 
characteristics of construction. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this 
specification, 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of an apparatus for 
cooking and serving foods made according to the inven 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the apparatus of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical central sectional view, 

taken on line 3-3 in Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan view dis 

closing a central portion of a circular wall of a cover 
member of the apparatus including a construction and 
arrangement for controllably venting said cover member; 

Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view, taken on line 5-5 in 
Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of a gridiron or grill of the 
apparatus, as said gridiron or grill would appear from 
the position of line 6-6 in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 7 is a detail sectional view, taken on line 7-7 in 
Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a detail sectional view, taken on line 8-8 in 
Fig. 6; and 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary top plan view of a spider which 
can be employed in the apparatus as a substitute for the 
gridiron or grill of Fig. 6. 

Speaking generally, the new and improved apparatus 
includes a frying pan 10, a gridiron or grill and a cover 
member 12. As a substitute or replacement for the 
gridiron or grill, a spider 13, shown in Fig. 9, can be em 
ployed. 
The frying pan it is capable of employment separately, 

while apart from the remainder of the apparatus, or with 
other elements of said apparatus. When employed with 
the gridiron or grill 15, or with the spider 13, said frying 
pan is a base member of the apparatus upon which said 
gridiron or grill, or said spider, rests. 
A lower, horizontal, annular base wall of the frying 

pan 18 is denoted 44, a circular interior wall extending 
upwardly from an inner circular margin of the base wall 
4 is represented 55, and a circular exterior wall extend 

ing upwardly from an outer circular margin of said base 
wall 4 is indicated 16. The circular interior wall 5 
Slants generally upwardly and inwardly, the circular ex 
terior Wall 16 slants generally upwardly and outwardly, 
and, together, the annular base wall 14, said circular in 
terior wall 15 and said circular exterior wall 16 provide an 
annular well 7. 
The circular interior wall 15 integrally supports a sub 

stantially horizontal circular wall 8 which is higher at its 
central portion than at its circumference. Stated differ 
ently, the circular wall 18 extends smoothly downwardly 
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2 
from the center thereof to the upper marginal edge of the 
circular interior wall 15 and provides an upwardly facing 
surface which slants downwardly and outwardly in all 
directions from its center toward and to its circumferential 
margin. 
The circular exterior wall 16 continues upwardly to 

position somewhat above the elevation of the substan 
tially horizontal, circular wall 18, and terminates in a 
circular bead 9 provided for the purpose of supporting 
the gridiron or grill 11, or the spider 13, as the case may 
be, above and in spaced relation to said substantially 
horizontal, circular wall 18. 
The gridiron or grill 11 is a grated utensil for Support 

ing foods to be broiled. As disclosed, said gridiron or 
grill is a substantially flat, circular member having a 
plurality of slots 20 in the body thereof. Desirably, the 
slots 20 may be provided by striking material downwardly 
from the gridiron or grill in such manner that the down 
ward struck portions of material will in fact serve as 
strengthening or reinforcing ribs 21 of said gridiron or 
grill. 
A circular interior bead or protuberance projecting up 

wardly from the gridiron or grill 1 is denoted 22, and a 
circular exterior bead or protuberance projecting down 
wardly from a portion of said gridiron or grill disposed 
outwardly of and adjacent to the interior bead or pro 
tuberance 22, is indicated 23. The circular bead 19 at the 
upper edge of the circular exterior wall 6 supports a 
lower circumferential surface of the gridiron or grill 11 
in such manner that the downwardly projecting, exterior 
bead or protuberance 23 is situated inwardly and below 
the elevation of and in proximate relation to said circular 
bead 19. Handle pieces upon the gridiron or grill 11, in 
diametrically opposed relation and at the outer side of the 
bead or protuberance 22 and the bead 19, are desig 
nated 24. 
The construction and arrangement will be such that 

when the gridiron or grill is supported upon the frying 
pan 10, the grated portion of said gridiron or grill will be 
in substantially parallel, slightly spaced relation to the 
circular wall 18 of said frying pan, desirably about as 
disclosed in Fig. 3 of the drawings. 
The spider 3, disclosed in Fig. 9, will be of the same 

construction as is the gridiron or grill i, except that the 
body 25 of said spider will be without slots; that is, the 
body of the spider 13 will be flat and unbroken. Said 
spider will be capable of assembly with and disassembly 
from the frying pan 10 in substantially the same manner 
as is the gridiron or grill 11. 
The cover member 2 consists of a cylindrical shell 26 

open at its lower end and closed at its upper end by a 
substantially horizontal, circular wall 27 integral with the 
upper circular margin of said cylindrical shell. A circu 
lar bead 28 upon the lower, open end of the cylindrical 
shell 26 is supported in a circular depression 29 in the 
gridiron or grill a directly above the circular exterior 
bead or protuberance 23 when the cover member is re 
movably mounted upon said gridiron or grill, or upon the 
spider 13, in Such manner that the upwardly projecting, 
interior bead or protuberance 22 is situated inwardly and 
above the elevation of and in proximate relation to said 
circular bead 28. 
A central portion of the circular wall 27 of the cover 

member 2 rotatably supports, as at 30, a disc 31 situated 
within said cover member in proximate relation to said 
circular wall and has circumferentially spaced perfora 
tions 32 therethrough. The disc 3i has circumferentially 
spaced perforations 33 to be adjustably alined or moved 
out of alinement with the spaced perforations 32. A first 
washer 34 is for supporting the disc 3 upon its axis 30, 
a second washer 35 is situated upon said axis within said 
disc, and a finger piece 36 upon the disc and within an 
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elongated slot 37 in the horizontal circular wall 27 con 
stitutes an element by employment of which said disc can 
be rotatably adjusted. Plainly, the disc, etc., as fully de 
scribed constitutes a construction and arrangement for con 
trolliably venting the cover member 12. 
The apparatus of the invention can be used for various 

purposes. By way of example, strips of bacon, or other 
food, can be laid out upon the substantially horizontal, 
circular wall 18 of the frying pan 10 when used alone, 
without other elements of said apparatus, and there fried. 
During the frying operation, extruded fat or grease will 
find its way into the annular well 17 provided by the walls 
14, 15 and 16 of said frying pan. 

Foods can be placed upon the gridiron or grill 11, either 
with the cover member 12 removed, or applied to said 
gridiron or grill to provide therewith an oven, and broiled; 
that is, cocked by direct exposure to radiant heat. Or 
foods can be placed upon the spider 13 while upon the 
base member 10 and cooked, either with the cover mem 
ber 12 applied or removed. 

Foods such as frankfurters may be placed upon the 
gridiron or grill 11 and subjected to steam resulting from 
the heating of water deposited in the annular well 17. 

Various other uses may be made of the apparatus and 
its several different utensils. For instance, the gridiron 
or grill 11, or the spider 13, can be employed with the 
cover member 12, without the frying pan 10, to provide 
a cake server, so-called. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A frying pan comprising a lower, horizontal, annu 

lar base wall, a continuous interior wall extending up 
wardly from an inner margin of said base wall, a contin 
uous exterior wall extending upwardly from an outer 
margin of the base wall, said annular base wall, contin 
uous interior wall and continuous exterior wall together 
providing an annular well and said continuous exterior 
wall extending to elevation above said continuous interior 
wall and a substantially horizontal, continuous wall at 
elevation below that of the upper edge of said exterior 
wall higher at its central portion than at its perimeter 
integral with an upper marginal edge of said continuous 
interior wall and extending smoothly downwardly from 
said central portion and providing an upwardly facing, 
flat unbroken surface slanting downwardly and outwardly 
in all directions toward and to its perimeter, and a hori 
zontally disposed cooking utensil supported upon an up 
per marginal edge of said continuous exterior wall above 
and in spaced, adjacent relation to said substantially hori 
zontal continuous wall. 

2. A frying pan constituted as a lower, horizontal, an 
nular base wall, a continuous interior wall extending 
upwardly from an inner margin of said base wall, a con 
tinuous exterior wall extending upwardly from an outer 
margin of the base wall, said annular base wall, contin- ; 
uous interior wall and continuous exterior wall together 
providing an annular well and said continuous exterior 
wall extending to elevation above said continuous interior 
wall and a substantially horizontal continuous wall at 
elevation below that of the upper edge of said exterior 
wall higher at its central portion than at its perimeter 
integral with an upper marginal edge of said continuous 
interior wall and extending smoothly downwardly from 
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4 
said central portion and providing an upwardly facing, 
flat, unbroken surface slanting downwardly and outwardly 
in all directions toward and to its perimeter, and a hori 
Zontally disposed cooking utensil having an outer margin 
thereof supported upon an upper marginal edge of said 
continuous external wall above and in spaced, adjacent 
relation to said substantially horizontal, continuous wall, 
there being a downwardly projecting element upon the 
cooking utensil situated inwardly and below the elevation 
of and in proximate relation to said upper marginal edge 
of the continuous external wall of said frying pan. 

3. A frying pan constituted as a lower, horizontal, an 
nular base wall, a continuous interior wall extending up 
wardly from an inner margin of said base wall, a contin 
uous exterior wall extending upwardly from an outer mar 
gin of the base wall, said annular base wall, continuous 
interior wail and continuous exterior wall together pro 
viding an annular well and said continuous exterior wall 
extending to elevation above said continuous interior wall 
and a substantially horizontal continuous wall at elevation 
below that of the upper edge of said exterior wall higher 
at its central portion than at its perimeter integral with 
an upper marginal edge of said continuous interior Wall 
and extending smoothly downwardly from said central 
portion and providing an upwardly facing, flat, unbroken 
surface slanting downwardly and outwardly in all direc 
tions toward and to its perimeter, a horizontally disposed 
cooking utensil having an outer margin thereof Supported 
upon an upper marginal edge of said continuous external 
wall above and in spaced, adjacent relation to said sub 
stantially horizontal, continuous wall, and a cover member 
consisting of a continuous shell having an open lower 
end thereof supported upon an outer marginal portion of 
an upper surface of the horizontally disposed cooking 
utensil in adjacent relation to said continuous exterior 
wall and a closed upper end thereof in spaced relation to 
said horizontally disposed cooking utensil, there being a 
downwardly projecting element upon the cooking utensil 
situated inwardly and below the elevation of and in 
proximate relation to said upper marginal edge of said 
continuous external wall, an upwardly projecting element 
upon said cooking utensil situated inwardly and above 
the elevation of and in proximate relation to a lower 
marginal edge of said cover member and a depression 
situated above said downwardly projecting element and 
exteriorly of said upwardly projecting element in which a 
lower end portion of said cover member is seated. 

4. The combination as specified in claim 3, and means 
for controllably venting said cover member. 
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