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3 Claii‘n‘s".
: 1
Thxs mventlon relates to 1mprovements in port-
able holders' for Wusiness fornis, such as siles
slips, and particularly to a poxtable holder hav-
ing a plurality of filing compartments.

- The pil"ﬂf’lpal object of the inventioit is to

“provide a simple and effective portable form
" holder havmg a tier of storage compartments
iti Wwhich sales shps can be filed m accordance
With o desived classification.

A spec1ﬁc object of the ifiverition fs to provide
“g tier of stordge “compartments slidably sup-
~ ported on éach other, snd so éonstructed fhat
¢ne énd of the lower compartments form ¢lo-
sures 4nd. stops to limit the compartments in
‘f,he;}' closed pos1t1ons
the 1nventmn incliides certain novel features of
¢onstruction and combinations of parts, a pre-
- ferred form- or éembodiment of which is herein-
dfter: described with reference” to the drawmg
Which accompanies and forms & part of this
sPecification.

In: said drawing:

CPiEl1is a top plan view of the Holder and
shews the compartients in opén positioits, and
also shows the closure for the tdép conipartiient

“partly broken away.

Pig. 2 i a sectional view of the holdet, taken

-'fit lifig* 2-=2 of Pig. 1, lookirig in the diréction

’ of the 4rrows.

i iMe, 3 18 & detail side elevation of the inter-

" fiediaté compartiment.

NoPigL 4018 g seéctional view of the holder, taken
fo) -Ime 4.-4-of Fig. 1, in the direction of the
arrows :

i General description:

Ag 111usf,ratec1 hérein, the portable form hold-
et is brovided with three ¢ompartménts. A

“etack 6f unuséd forms is inserted into the upper-
niost compartment, where the stack is éonfined

“in g elamp or any suitablée device, which device
i Bigsed iipwardly to rendeér the top formi of
thé stack easily aceessible and remdavible. When

-4 form is Yemoved from-the uppermast compart-

maeht, & cover, which also forms & writing: table,

ig positioned beneath the main Kody of the form,
the upper. end of the removed form. remaining
clamped: in the device. After the desired entries

. have been made on the removed form,. it is
removed from the stack of forms and filed in a

.selected compartment. As illustrated herein, two

: fthng compartments are illustrated,

‘The filing comparinients are slidably mounted
Hénéath the uppérmost compartmeiit and can

“pe &elected at will,
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“the portdable holder is réndered compact.

2

THe niovél cofistritétion of the filing compart-
ments results i 4 simple and. dompact form
holder, and includes end closures therefor, which
extend upwsardly far enough to overlap and en-
gage the ends of the next higher compartment.
The end closures are simplée flanges turred up
from the bottoms of the filing compartments, so
that, when the filihg compartments dre closed,
Each
one of theé filing compartments is provided with
3 flexible thember which is bidsed irf an outward

" direction from the bottom of the compartment,

so that, when the compartment is opened, the
flexible member moves outwardly to provide a
guide. for the -forms to be filed therein. When
a filing compartment is closed and the flexible
member comes into contact with the under side
of the compartment immediately above it, said
utidey side depresses the flexible member to hold
thé filed forms in place.

Detailed description

The upper compartment is provided with a
bottom wall 10 (Figs. 1, 2, and 4), a front wall
{1, and a rear wall 12, said walls. preferably
formed from.one piece of material. Formed
on: the sides of the bottom wall 19 are two side
walls: 13. The walls 10 to I3, inclusive, thus form
a - tray-like :member, having a front wall and

- a rear wall extending higher than the side walls.

Secured to each side wall 13 is a. member 4, hav-
ing flanges 22 extending outwardly on each mem-
ber {4, thus forming a channel-=like member, and
said member {4 extends the full length of the
upper compartment.

Securely mounted. on the bottom wall {8, and
extending substantially across the full width of

. the bottom wall 18, is g curved plate 15, having

a wall 16 at its rearward end, and said wall
is: bent forwardly to form a wall 11, beneath
which a.stdck of business forms 19 are placed. To
clamp the stack of forms releasably in place, a
plate 18 is secured to the plate 15, the free end
of the plate: I8 being biased toward the wall- (7.
The ‘stack of forms 19 (shown in dot-and-dash
lines) is positioned between the wall (1T dnd
the plate 18, and the biased plate 18 forces the-
uppermost sheet: of the stack of forms against
the under side of the wall {7.to frictionally hold
the stack in place. o

The plate 18 can be secured to the p]ate IS by
any convenient means, such as by -spot welds 20
(Fig. 1), and iikewise the plate 15 can be secured
{o the bottom wall 10 by spot welds 2.

Slidably mounted on flangés 22, formed on




2,628,878

the upper edges of the side walls 14, is a com-
bination cover and hand rest 23, the latter hav-
ing turned-in-edges 24 forming grooves into
which the flanges 22 extend. The forward edge
of the cover 23 has a flange 25 to strengthen the
cover and to provide a means by which the cover
may be grasped when it is being extended or
closed. - The rear end of the cover is cut off
square. and has no flange thereon, as clearly
shown'in Fig. 2.

When the cover 23 is moved rearwardly into

10

closed position, the plate 15 is forced into the ..

compartment, and, near the end of the closing
movement of the cover 23, the square end of the
cover 23 engages under the wall 11. If, before
the cover 23 is moved into such closed position,
the free end of a sheet or sheets are withdrawn
from the stack 19, the cover 23 is moved below
the withdrawn sheet or sheets, and then the
square end of the cover is forced between the
withdrawn sheet or sheets and the uppermost
sheet remaining in the compartment. In such
adjustment of the parts, the ends of the with-
drawn sheets are held between the top of the
cover -and the under side of the wall I1. After
all entries have been made on the sheet or sheets,
the sheets can be removed by pulling thereon,
which results in removal of the sheet or sheets
without -disturbing the sheets in the stack of
sheets remaining in the compartment. .

To prevent complete withdrawal of the cover
23 from the flanges 22, two or more indentations
26 are formed in the cover 23 and strike the
wall t{ when slid forwardly the fullest exient
desired.

Flanges 21, on the lower edges of the side walls
{4, provide a sliding support for a filing com-
partment. The bottom wall 28 of said compart-
ment has inturned edges 29 at each side, slid-
ably engaging the flanges 21. The front end of
the bottom 28 is turned upwardly to form a front
wall 30 extending into engagement with the out-
side surface of the bottom wall 18. The rear wall
3t of the filing compartment extends upwardly
to coincide with the top edge of the wall {2, thus
forming a closure for the compartment ang also
providing a stop for limiting the closing move-
ment of the intermediate filing compartment.

A flat spring member 32 is secured near the
forward end of the bottom 28. The spring mem-
ber 32 is formed backwardly a short distance
(see Fig. 2), by means of which the spring mem-
ber is secured to the bottom 28 by any means
such as spot welding, riveting, etc. The spring
member can be any width less than the width

of the inside of the compartment, the width indi--

cated in dotted lines, Fig. 1, being sufficient.
‘When the intermediate compartment is moved
forwardly, to provide access thereto, the spring
member 32, being biased cutwardly therefrom,
springs open when the compartment is moved
far enough to provide such action. The position
which the spring member 32 assumes when
opened its fullest extent is shown in Fig. 3. In
such. position, records can be filed under the

member 32, and thereafter, when the intermedi-:

ate compartment is closed, the spring member is
forced back into the compartment to maintain
the filed records against shifting movement.

A bottom compartment, similar to the inter-
mediate compartment, is provided, which bottom
compartment is provided with a bottom wall 35;
a front wall 38, extending upwardly to engage
the bottom surface of a wall 33 secured to the
wall 28 of the intermediate filing compartment;
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and a rear wall 31, The rear wall 37 extends up-
wardly to form a rear closure for the bottom
compartment and a stop therefor. To form such
a stop, the wall 37 extends upwardly to coincide
with the upper edge of the wall 31, and it engages
said wall 31 when in closed position. The bottom
filing compartment is provided with side walls
38 having flanges extending outwardly, which
flanges are slidable in grooves formed by inturned
edges 40 on the sides of the plate 39, spot welded
to the under side of the bottom wall 28, as shown
in the drawing.

A spring member 32 is also secured in the bot-
tom - filing compartment for holding records
therein in a manner described for the intermedi-
ate compartment.

While the form of the invention shown and
described herein is admirably adapted to fulfill
the objects primarily stated, it is to be under-
stood that it is not intended to confine the inven-
tion to the one form or embodiment shown
herein, for it is susceptible of embodiment in
various other forms.

‘What is claimed is:

1. In a portable file of the class described in-
cluding a plurality of individually selectable com-
partments slidable relatively to each other, the

- combination of a main supporting member com-

prising a fiat plate located intermediate the plu-
rality of compartments; guideways formed on the
sides of said main supporting member, said main
supporting member forming the bottom of one
compartment; flanges formed on each of two
other compartments slidably engaging the guide-
ways on said main supporting member; an up-
standing flange formed on said main supporting
member to provide a closure for one end of the
said one compartment, said flange engaging one
end of one of said compartments when the said
one compartment is in closed position; and an
upstanding flange on another one of said two
compartments to provide closure for one end
thereof, said last~-named upstanding flange en-
gaging the first-named upstanding flange when
the compartment on which it is formed is in
closed position.

2, In a portable file of the class described, the
combination of a tier of individually-selectable
compartments, including a top, an intermediate,
and a bottom compartment; a plurality of slide-
ways formed on the bottom of the intermediate
compartment; side walls common to the top and
intermediate compartments; flanges on the said
common side walls and on the side walls of the
bottom compartment extending into said slide-
ways. by means of which the top compartment
and the bottom compartment can be moved rela-
tively to the intermediate compartment; and a
wall at the end of the intermediate compartment
and at the end of the bottom compartment ex-
tending upwardly to form end closures for the
compartments, each of said end closures extend-
ing upwardly to overlap the end wall of the next
upper compartment to provide a means to arrest
the movements of the lower compartiments when
moved to closed positions to thereby limit the ex-
tent of movements of the lower compartments,
the bottom of said intermediate compartment
forming a support for the top and bottom com-
partments.

3. In a portable file of the class described, the
combination of a tier of individually selectable
slidable storage compartments, including g top,
an intermediate, and a bottom compartment, the



2,628,878

5

intermediate one of said compartments compris-
ing a common support for the top compartment
and the bottom compartment; slideways formed
on the bottom of the intermediate compartment;
common side walls for the top and intermediate
compartments; extensions formed on the com-
mon side walls and on the side walls of the bot-
tom compartment projecting into said slideways,
by means of which the compartments can be
relatively moved; and a stop on one end of each
compartment adapted to engage the end of the
next higher compartment to limit the sliding
movement thereof, said stops being extensions of
the end closures of the respective compartments.

BRUCE K. SLONNEGER.
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