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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Westey LixTorp
Sarrre, a vesident of Pittsburgh, in the
county of Allegheny and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Antiseptic Waste-Cotton
Receivers, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates

! to antiseptic re-
celvers for waste cotton,

, such as are used
by dentists, surgeons, or others to receive
small wads or swabs of cotton after use.

The object of the invention is to produce
a simple and effective receiver which is nor-
mally tightly closed, which can be readily
opened by merely thrusting the forceps,
pincers or other tool holding. the cotton
thereinto, which, when the tool is with-
drawn from the receiver, acts to removethe
cotton from the tool, and which is cleanly,
antiseptic and can be readily sterilized.

The invention comprises the construction
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a device constructed according to
my invention; Fig. 2 is a vertical section
through the same when in normal or closed
condition; and Fig. 3 is a similar view
showing the same in open position by the
insertion of a tool thereinto.

The receiver shown in the drawings com-
prises a suitable jar or vessel 1, which may
be of any form, shape or proportions, and
which preferably is formed of some suitable
sanitary and antiseptic material such as
glass, porcelain or the like, and transiucent
or opaque to prevent the contents from be-
ing seen. The bottom of the vessel prefer-
ably is made of extra thickness and weight,
as shown, to prevent it from tipping over.
The top of the receptacle is provided with
a central opening forming a mouth 2 around
which is formed an inverted conical seat 3,
the angle of inclination preferably being
about 45 degrees. This seat may be formed
either by the glazed surface of the glass or
by erinding the same, as preferred.

The receptacle is closed by a member 4
having an enlarged stopper or closure 5,
the outer surface of which is conical and
formed on the same inclination as that of
the seat 3 to closely fit the same, and either
glazed or ground. The stopper or closure
5 has connected thereto by the reduced spin-
dle or neck 8, a bulbous depending weight

6, which may either be integral with the
closure 5, or a separate part connected
thereto in any preferred manner. Prefer-
ably, however, the closure 5 and weight 6
will be made of the same material as the
receiver 1.

The stopper or closure 3 projects above
the upper surface of the receptacle and its
peripheral portion forms a lip 7 which over-
hangs the upper face of the receptacle
around the opening 2, as at 7, as illustrated
in Fig. 2. The weight 6 holds the head or
closure 5 to the seal 38 by gravity, and the
surfaces of the head and seat are so formed
as to give a perfectly tight fit and practi-
cally seal the receptacle.

The receptacle is designed particularly to
receive small wads or swabs of cotton which
dentists and surgeons use for wiping or
swabbing teeth or other parts and which are
customarily held with a pair of forceps or
other suitable instrument. When the user
has finished with a wad of cotton B and de-
sires to dispose of the same, he inserts the
forceps or other instrument A into the re-
ceptacle, as shown in Fig. 3, by thrusting
the point of the forceps underneath the
peripheral overhanging lip 7 of the stop-
per 5. The weight 6 tends to retain the
stopper or closure in its normal position
with the axis of the stopper and weight ver-
tical. The force applied to insert the in-
strument, however, raises that side of the
stopper, tips it and the weight out of the
vertical, and causes the closure to ride up
on the opposite side of the seat 3 and suf-
ficiently to permit the end of the instrument
to enter the receiver. Thus the wad of used
cotton can be thrust into the receptacle and
the forceps opened to release the same with
but one hand, it being unnecessary to first
open the receptacle and then insert the for-
ceps thereinto. When the forceps or other
tool is withdrawn, the weight automatically
returns the closure to its normal position to
again tightly seal the opening of the re-
ceiver. If the cotton sticks to the forceps
the act of withdrawing the forceps causes
the cotton wad to contact with the lower
face of the stepper 5 and the edge of the
opening 2 and strips it from the forceps.

If preferred, solid or liquid disinfecting
or deodorizing material, as for example for-
maldehyde, may be placed in the receptacle
to destroy germs or odors in the material
placed therein.
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Preferably, the weight 6 is made of bul-
bous shape as shown and depends some dis-
tance below the stopper in order to bring
the center of gravity of the stopper and
weight as low as possible and increase the
tendency of the parts to return te normal
position and tightly close the receptacle.
The restricted neck 8 permits the tool to be
inserted sufliciently so that the cotton when
freed will drop to the bottom of the recep-
tacle. It will, of course, be understood that
the largest diameter of the weight 6 is less
than the smallest diameter of the opening 2
to enable the closure to be inserted into or
removed from the receptacle.

Both the closure 5 and the receptacle 1
may be given any ornamental shape or con-
tour desired and may also be impressed,
stamped or embossed with advertising or
other devices.

The receiver shown is exceedingly simple
in construction and comprises but two parts,
both of which are perfectly sanitary and
may be readily cleaned or flushed with very
little manipulation.

What I claim is:—

1. A waste cotton receiver, comprising a
receptacle having its upper end provided
with an opening forming a mouth, and a
stopper in said mouth and having an upper
portion projecting thereabove and resting
upon the edge of said opening, said stopper
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being provided with a depending weight,
the construction being such as to provide a

space between the upper projecting portion ;

of said stopper and the upper face of said
receptacle into which space a suitable tool or
implement may be inserted to lift the stop-
per and open the receptacle.

2. A waste cotton receiver, comprising a
veceptacle having a mouth provided with an
inclined seat, and a cover for said receptacle
comprising a stopper having an inclined
portion fitting said seat and projecting

above said receptacle, said stopper being en-

larged at its lower end to form a depending
welght arranged to normally hold said stop-
per to its seat.

3. A waste cotton receiver, comprising a

receptacle having a mouth provided with an

edge forming a seat, and a cover for said
receptacle comprising a stopper having an
inclined portion resting on said seat and
projecting above said receptacle, said stop-
per being enlarged at its lower end to form
a depending weight arranged to normally
hold said stopper to its seat.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand.

WESLEY LINFORD SMITH.

Witnesses:
J. H. Kurineg,
F. W. WixTER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
Washingten, D. C.”
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