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(87) Abstract: Provided is a load lock chamber for which a low
number of gate valve operations is sufficient, and that has a low
dust generation amount. That load lock chamber comprises: a
housing that has an opening through which a substrate is carried
in and out; a gate valve mechanism that can seal the opening air-
tight; a multi-stage substrate placement unit that is provided in-
side the housing, on which the substrate is placed; an elevation
mechanism that raises and lowers the substrate placement unit;
and a rotating mechanism that rotates the multi-stage substrate
placement unit around a vertical axis.
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