
O 

25 

35 

45 

So 

PATENT OFFICE. 
MILAN S. BARKER, OF EUGENE, OREGON. 

BREAKDOWN G UN. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 530,381, dated December 4, 1894. 
Application filed July 14, 1893, Serial No. 480,454 (No model.) 

To all, Luhon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, MILAN S. BARKER, of 

Eugene, in the county of Lane and State of 
Oregon, have invented a new and Improved 
Gun, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
The invention relates to breech loading 

guns having the barrel hinged on the stock. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved gun, which is simple and 
durable in construction, and arranged to auto 
matically cock the hammer on opening the 
barrel for removing the shell. 
The invention consists of certain parts and 

details, and combinations of the same, as will 
be hereinafter described and then pointed 
out in the claims, 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a sectional side elevation of the 
improvement with the barrel open and the 
hammer set. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the 
same with the barrel closed and the hammer 
down. Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the 
same on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a 
reduced plan view of the improvement show 
ing the lock for the barrel; and Fig. 5 is a 
perspective view of one of the hammers. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the improve 

ment is arranged on a double barreled gun 
but the improvements may be applied to 
single barrels if desired. 
The barrel A is provided on its under side 

with the lug Bengaging another lug which 
swings with the barrel A on the pivot C. The 
lugs D and B are located in the middle of the 
receiver E' forming part of the stock E and 
the lug D is provided with a forwardly ex 
tending pin D engaging. a correspondingly 
shaped aperture B, formed in the lug B. See 
Fig. 2. On the rear edge of the cam D is 
formed a transversely extending notch Den 
gaged by the correspondingly shaped forward 
end of a rod F extending within the stock E 
directly under the rear part of the barrel, the 
rear end engaging the hammers G directly 
above their pivot pins G' held in the sides of 
the receiver E' of the stock E. The rod F 
works in a knuckle joint at its frontend that 
engages the cam. The rear-end of the rod 

has a permanent sliding engagement with the 
hammers. A spring H engages each of the 
hammers to force the latter down to fire the 
cartridge in the usual manner, the spring be 
ing located, however, in the forward part of 
the stock instead of the rear end. On the 
lower end of each hammer G is formed a 
shoulder G' adapted to be engaged by the 
free end of the sear I pivoted at I' on the top 
of the base plate of receiver E, the rear end 
of the sear being formed with the down 
wardly-extending trigger I, which thus is an 
integral part of the sear. In the top of the 
Sear, near the trigger I, is arranged a notch 
I engaged by the foot J of a vertically dis 
posed safety bar J provided near its upper 
end with a collar J° on which presses the for 
ward end of a spring K, arranged directly 
under the top plate E° of the stock E. 
Near the rear end of the spring K is se 

cured a button K under the control of the 
operator and serving to push the spring for 
ward or backward, so as to change the posi 
tion of the bar J, the latter swinging from 
the notch I as a fulcrum. The upper end of 
the bar J is adapted to rest normally on an 
incline E8 formed on the under side of the 
top plate E°at the time the button K is in a 
rearmost position, as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
When, however, the button K is pushed for 
ward, as shown in Fig. 2, then the upper end 
of the bar J is moved from under the incline 
E8 to register with a notch E also formed in 
the under side of the top plate E° directly in 
front of the incline E8. As long as the bar 
J engages, with its upper end, the incline E 
(see Fig. 1) the operator is not enabled to 
press the trigger I as the latter is then se 
curely locked in place by the said bar J. 
When the button K is pushed forward, as 

shown in Fig. 2, and the upper end of the bar 
J is in alignment with the notch E", then the 
operator can press the trigger I to disengage 
the sear I from the shoulder G* of the ham 
mer G to permit the latter to fall, to fire the 
gun by the action of the spring H. The ex 
treme rear end K* of the spring K is curved 
to engage a notch in the under side of the 
top plate E, as long as the button K' is in a 
rearmost position, but when the button is 
pushed forward the end Kleaves the notch 
and rests against the under side of the top 
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plate E° so that the forward end of the spring 
exerts considerable pressure on the collar J° 
of the bar J. The shank of the button K 
passes through an elongated slot in the top 
ward and backward movement on the stock. 
The spring K is formed, near its forward 

end, with an elongated slot K through which 
extends the bolt L connecting the stock E 
proper with the bottom and top plates E' and 
E, as plainly shown in the drawings. By 
this arrangement the bolt I serves as a guide 
for the forward end of the spring K. 
On the front side of the bar J is formed a 

V-shaped lug Jadapted to be engaged by a 
projection G extending from one of the ham 
mers G, so that when the hammer is thrown 
backward by the rod F, on opening the bar 
rel A, the said projection presses on the lug 
J to cause the bar J to swing rearward from 
the notch I, as a fulcrum, to move the upper 
end of the said bar under the incline E, so 
as to automatically lock the trigger I and its 
sear I. 

In order to lock the barrel A in place, I 
provide a locking lever N pivoted at N' in a 
recess in the top plate E° near the forward 
end thereof, as plainly shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 
4. The lever N is pressed on near its full 
crum end by a coil spring N, (see Fig. 4) and 
the opposite end of the lever is adapted to 
engage a notched lug. A formed or secured 
on the barrel A, as shown in Figs. I and 4. 
The operation is as follows:-When the 

barrel is closed, as shown in Fig. 2, and the 
operator desires to open the barrel to remove 
a shell and to reload the gun and set the 
hammers, he first unlocks the barrel A by 
swinging the lever N to one side to disen 
gage the said lever from the notched lug A'. 
The operator then imparts a swinging mo 
tion to the barrel. A to move the latter into 
the position shown in Fig. 1, the barrel turn 
ing on the pivot pin C. In doing so, the bar 
rel A carries along the lug D which therefore 
exerts a rearward push on the rod F, so that 
the rear end of the same presses against the 
two hammers G and causes a rearward swing 
ing of the same in the direction of the arrow 
a until finally, the sears Iengage the lugs G° 
of the said hammers, thereby locking the lat 
ter in a cocked position. At the same time, 
the projection Gofone of the hammers causes 
a rearward Swinging motion of the bar J, as 
previously described, to move the said bar 
with its upper end under the incline E8 to 
lock the Sears I in place. Thus, as long as 
the barrel A is open, the hammers are securely 
locked in a cocked position and are held in a 
like position when the barrel is closed and 
remain in this position until the safety but 
ton K is pressed forward to unlock the bar 
J over the Sears I. Now, after the shells 
have been removed from the barrel and the 
cartridges have been inserted, then the oper 
ator closes the barrel A, and the lever Nau 
tomatically locks the same in place. When 

the operator now desires to fire the gun, he 
first pushes the button K' forward to bring 
the upper end of the safety bar J under the 
notch E to unlock the sears and triggers. 
By then pulling either of the triggers, the cor 
responding hammer is released, and brought 
down by the action of its spring H. 
From the foregoing, it will be understood 

that the operator cannot shift the safety bar 
J unless the hammers are up or in a cocked 
position, as when the hammers are down 
(Fig. 2), the sears are kept depressed by the 
lugs G and the upper end of the safety bar 
is thus held within the recess E. It will be 
seen that by this arrangement an accidental 
discharge of the gun is not liable to take 
place, the hammer is set by the opening of 
the barrel, and the triggers and sears locked 
in place automatically, until the operator de 
sires to fire, as above described. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A gun of the class described, comprising 
a sear and a hammer pivoted within the re 
ceiver, a projection on the hammer to lock the 
sear in position when the hammer is down, a 
safety bar permanently engaging the Sear and 
capable of swinging forward and backward 
in the receiver, a projection on the hammer 
to press the safety bar back when the barrel 
is opened, a top plate formed. With a notch 
and an incline arranged in longitudinal align 
ment, the said notch and incline being adapted 
to be engaged by the upper end of the safety 
bar, and a longitudinally movable bar con 
nected to the upper end of the safety bar to 
impart a swinging movement to the said bar, 
substantially as described. 

2. A gun of the class described, comprising 
a pivoted hammer and a pivoted Sear engag 
ing one another, a safety bar permanently 
connected to the sear so as to be capable of 
swinging forward and backward, a longitudi 
nally movable barconnected to the safety bar 
to swing the same into an active or inactive 
position and a projection on the hammer to 
swing the safety bar back into an active po 
sition when the hammer is cocked, substan 
tially as described. 

3. Agun, comprising a pivoted hammer and 
a pivoted sear engaging one another, a safety 
bar connected to the sear so as to be capable 
of swinging forward and backward, and a . 
longitudinally movable spring connected to 
the safety bar for depressing the same and 
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swinging it into an active or an inactive po 
sition and simultaneously forcing the Sear 
into engagement with the hammer, substan 
tially as described. 

4. A gun, comprising a pivoted hammer and 
a pivoted sear engaging one another, a Safety 
bar connected to the sear so as to be capable 
of swinging forward and backward, and a 
longitudinally movable spring whose rear end 
is adapted to temporarily engage a notch in 
the top plate, while the front end is connected 
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to the said safety bar for depressing the same 
and swinging it into an active or an inactive 
position, substantially as described. 

5. A gun of the class described, comprising 
two pivoted hammers arranged intransverse 
alignment and adjacent to each other, one 
of the hammers being provided with a rear 
extension projecting laterally into the cen 
tral space between the hammers, pivoted sears 
engaging the hammers, a safety bar perma 
nently engaging the sears and located in the 
path of travel of the said extension of the 
hammer, and means for actuating the lock 
ing bar, substantially as described. 

6. The combination with the stock and the 15 
barrel having a hinge connection therewith, 
and provided at its rear end with a lug hav 
ing a transverse notch, of a spring-pressed 
locking lever arranged on the top of the stock, 
said locking lever being pivoted to the stock 2 o 
laterally of its axis and adapted to swing 
transversely to the barrel and engage the said 
lug thereon directly, substantially as shown 
and described. w 

MILAN S. BARKER 
Witnesses: 

J. W. WAUGHAN, 
N. A. SMITH. 

  


